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Legislaturs; Initiative Measures - #3619 ‘“ﬁgﬁﬁ?zwmz
Dear Mr. McCarthy:
QUESTION
May the Legislature, committees thereof, or
individual V@mnera, use sbﬁzf and resources of the Legislature
to investigate and analyzq DGSD«Mle efifects of an initiative
measure, to respond to inguiries from the public concerning
such measure, oOr to engage in any other legislative activity
wizich may ke related to such measure or its e:*e'1$?
QPINION
_The Legislature, ccmmittees thereoi, and individual
Members ‘may use staff and resources of the Legislature o
ini@s:igate and eanalyze poscsible effects of an initiative
measure, to respona to inguiries from the public concerning
such measure, or to engage in any other legislative activity
which may be related to such measure or its effects,
ANALYST
The Legislature has all the powers necessary and
incident to a free bstructed exercise of its legisla~
tive functions and, unless rostrained by the Constitution,
may deal with any subject that is within the scope of civil
government (Dean v. Kuchel, 37 Cal. 24 97). In the course
of legislative activitles, the Legislature, its committees,
and individual members may investigate and analyze matters
involving civil geovernment, mav respond to inguiries from
the public concerning such matiers, and may engage in any
other legislative activity which may be related to such
matters.



. - Honorable Leo T. McCarthy - p. 2 -~ #3619

| Funds appropriated to the Legislature may be usad,
of course, only for legislative pur osges (sece Secs. 9126~
9120.5, Gov. C.; Items 4, 8, and 11, Dudget Act of 1977, Ch.
219, Stats. 1977).

The power of the initiative is expressly rescrvad
tc the people (Sec. 1, Art. IV, Cal. Const.). This does not
mean, however, trat the Legislature 1s prohibited from
taking any prope. legislative action with respect to the
cfifect or subject matter of a proposed initiative mea,ure

Thus, for instance, while the Legislature, its
committees, or individual Members could nat cupaend legiszla-
tive funds or recou““es to promctae the apovroval or rejection
by the people of an initiative measure (see Stanson v. Mott,

17 Cal. 3d 206), the mere existence of such & measures docs
not insulate from legislative attertion and activity th

subject matter of the meas ve or the matter of the mtuﬁu*e's
effect upon civil goverumenF in the state. Stated othorwise
the quallflcwulon of an initiative measurs does not reander

the Legislature powerless with respect to anything which
sSuchi measure concerns.

vhether any given activity by the Legislature, its
Osﬂlttﬂea, or individual Members, with respact to an
nitiative measure, constitutes promotion of the approval or
ejection of such measure is, of course, a gquestion of fact
to be determined from all of the circumstances surrounding
the activity. ‘

0

~ Subject only to such foctual question, howaver,
the Legislﬁ“u”e, its committees, and individual Membors may
lawfully use legislative staff and resources to invesitligate
and analyze pc%s*oTB effects of an initiative measure, to
respond to inguiries from the public concerning such maasursa
or to engage in any other legislative activity which may be
lated to such measure oxr its effects.

Very truly yours,

Bion M. Gregory
Legislative Counsel
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