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May 20, 1980

Mr. Neil Crawford

County Clerk ; .
Hall of Justice ﬁ $C -5 ~0H %
600 Union Avenue

Fairfield, CA 94533

YJear Mr. Crawford:

By letter of April 27, 1980, you have inquired whether two
Superior Court judges who will not appear on the June primary
ballot because they are unopposed must file pursuant to Government
Code Section 84207 if they are running for election for the first
time. Government Code Section 84207 provides:

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 84201, a
candidate for re-election for judicial office whose

name does not appear on the ballot by reason of

Section 25304 of the Elections Code shall file his
campaign statement not later than January 31, with

a closing date of December 31, and shall not be

required to file any additional campaign statements. . . .

(Emphasis added.)

The section of the Elections Code referred to above provides that
incumbents need not appear on the ballot if no other person has
filed nominating papers.

Judicial offices are non-partisan offices. When candidates
for those offices are unopposed, no useful purpose is served by
requiring the frequent disclosure mandated by Section 84201, which
is designed to provide the electorate with information about the
financial interests behind a candidate. Accordingly, Section 84207
specifically relaxes the disclosure requirements with respect
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to unopposed incumbent judges. We believe, therefore, that the
word "re-election" in Section 84207 is intended generally to
describe all incumbents whose names do not appear on the ballot
by reason of Elections Code Section 24305 and is not intended to
state an independent test for filing pursuant to Section 84207.

I trust this answers your gquestion. If vou have any further
questions do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

TOR™ML
Thomas M. Sobel
Chief

Legal Division

TMS :nrw
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