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§ 223-1 

CHAPTER 8 

HIJr-1BOIDI' COUl'JTY ('£MI.[[SSICN CN HUIvjAN RIGHTS 

228-1. EST1\BLISFIMENT OF CQ"f.lISSICN. 

The Humboldt County Commission on Human Rights is hereby established. 
(Ord. 1023 § I, 4/22/75) 

228-2. AIJl'HORITY FOR ESTABLISHMENT. 

The Commission is established pursuant to Title 5, Division 1, Part 
1, Chapter 1, Article 10 of the Government Code (§t 50260-50265) and Sec­
tion 31000.1 of the Government Code. (Ord. 1023 § 2, 4/22/75) 

228-3. PURPOSE OF CXAYf"ITSSICN. 

The Commission is established to aid in the eradication of dis­
crimination in Humboldt County, with particular reference to housing, 
employment, education and public accommodation. The Board of Supervisors 
recognizes that such discrimination is harmful to those discriminated 
against and is ultimately harmful to the County, as a whole, due to the 
lack of utilization of the human potential of those subject to such dis­
crimination, and further due to depreciated property values and the 
increased cost of governmental services such as law enforcement and 
welfare. Committees may be established by the Comnlission. (Ord. 1023 
§ 5, 4/22/75) 

228-4. APPOJNlMENT OF MEMBERS OF ro1MISSICN. 

The Commission shall consist of fifteen (15) members who shall be 
appointed by the Board of Supervisors. The Supervisors of each district 
shall appoint two (2) members, and the remaining five (5) members shall 
be appointed at large. The two (2) members appointed by the individual 
Supervisors of Districts 1, 2 and 3 shall serve a term which shall become 
effective on the date the member is appointed and shall expire on June JO, 
1977. The two (2) members appointed by the individual Supervisors of 
Dis tric ts 4 <:!nd 5 3~zll Sel-'V2 a ~2rn~ vibier: sl~~all bC:C0iliE: c:f f EC: ti v~e on tbe 
date the member is appointed and shall expire on June 30, 1975. Three (3) 
of the five (5) members appointed at large shall be appointed for a term 
which shall become effective on the date the me~ber is appointed and shall 
expire on June 30, 1975, and the two (2) remaining members at large shall 
be appointed for a term which shall become effective on the date the mem­
ber is appointed and shall expire on June 30, 1977. All subsequent 
appointments shall be for a term of four (4) years and shall expire on 
June 30 of the fourth yer:r after appointment. Hembers of the Commission 
shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of Su~ervisors. (Ord. 1023 § 3, 
4/22/75) 

228-5. OFFICEP$ AND THEIR DurIES. 

The members of the Commission shall select a Chairman, a Vice Chair­
man and a Secretary. Tile Chairman shall preside at all meetings and shall 
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§ 228-5 

provide the agenda [or such meetings. The VIce Chairman shall preside in 
the absence of the Chairman and shall assist the Chairman in the conduct 
of his office. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, 
prepare correspondence under the direction of the Chairman or Vice Chair­
man, send notices of meetings, maintain membership lists, and maintain 
the files of the Commission. (Ord. 1023 § 4, 4/22/75) 

228-6. RESPQ:\!SIBILITY OF cavJMlSSICN. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Commission: 

(a) To foster mutual respect and understanding among all racial, 
religious and nationality groups in the County. 

(b) To make such studies in any field of human relationships in the 
County as, in the judgment of the Ccmrni8:.~icn., v-lill aid in E:ffcc~uat:i.ng it:s 
general purposes. 

(c) To inquire into incidents of tension and conflict among or 
between various ra~ial, religious and nationality groups, and to take 
action by means of conciliation, conference and persuasion to alleviate 
such tensions and conflict. 

(d) To conduct and recommend such educational programs as, in the 
judgment of the Co~~ission, will increase good will among inhabitants of 
the Co:mty and open ne,·, opportunities into all phases of community life 
for all inhabitants. (Ord. 1023 § 6, 4/22/75) 

228-7. OBJ ... IGATICl'lS OF CQJMISSION. 

The Commission shall discharge the following obligations! 

(a) To hold conferences and other public meetings in the interest 
of the constructive resolution of racial, religious and nationality group 
tensions and the prejudice and discrimination occasioned thereby. 

(b) To issue such publications and reports of investigation as in 
its judgment ';.Till tend to effectuate the purposes of this chapter. 

(c) To enlist the cooperation and participation of the various 
racial, religious and nationality groups, community organizations, indus­
try and labor organizations, media. or mass communication, fraternal and 
benevolent associations, and other groups in an educational campaign 
devoted to fostering aTIlong the diverse groups of the County mutual esteem, 
justice and equity. 

(d) To encourage and stimulate agencies upder the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Supervisors to take such action as will fulfill the purposes 
of this chapter. 

(e) To submit an annual report to the Board of Supervisors. (Ord. 
1023 § 7, 4/22/75) 

42 



§ 228--8 

228-8. MEETINGS. 

TheCow~ission shall hold regular monthly meetings at such ti~e and 
place as shall be agreed upon by the Commission and such other special 
meetings as shall be required from time to time. Special meetings shall 
be .::a11ed by the Chairman of the Cow~ission or, in his absence from the 
County, by the Vice Chairman. Special meetings shall be effective for the 
transaction of business only if notice has been given to each member at 
least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the special meeting, and the 
notice shall contain the subject of the special meeting. No action taken 
at either regular or special meetings ~ha11 be yalid unless approved by a 
majority of the members of the Commission present and voting, and unless 
a quorum is present. A quorum shall consist of five (5) members of the 
Commission. (Ord. 1023 § 8, 4/22/75) 

In the event that any member of ·the Commission shall absent himself 
from three (3) consecutive regular meetings of the Commission without 
showing good cause therefor to the Chairman, at the fourth such consecu­
tive regular meeting from which he is absent his place shall automatically 
become vacant. Such vacancy shall be reported to the Board of Super­
visors, and the Board of Supervisors shall appoint another member for 
the unexpired term of the member whose absence gave rise to the vacancy. 
(Ord. 1023 § 9, 4/22/75) 
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Div. 1 POWERS AND DUTIES-GENERAL § 50261 

§ 50255>\ Refunds; filing of claims; verification. The legislative 
body may order refunded all or part of a tax paid pursuant to this 
article if it fi~ds tbat all or part of the tax has been erroneously levied. 
A tax or part shall 'bpt be refunded unless a claim is filed with the clerk 
of the legislative bod}>'{>n or before March 1st after the tax: became due 
and payable. The c1aiin,.shall be verified by the person who paid the 
tax, or his guardian, exe~ .. ~,tor, or administrator. (Added Stats.1959, 
c. 1142, p. 3237, § 1.) "~~ 

~'\-\', 

§ 50256. Payment of clai~~\tor property damage resulting from 
negligence of officer or employee. ",Jf the legislative body finds that 
property damage was caused by the'.'tJegligenee of an officer or em-, 
ployee of the local agency in connectl&ll with the abatement of a 
nuisance pursuant to this article, a clai~,tor such damages may be 
paid from the general fund of the local agen~. (Added Stats.1959, c. 
1142, p. 3237, § 1.) 

Article 10 

HUMAN RELATIONS 
Sec. 

50260. Purpose. 
50261. Legislative finding; authority to expend public funds. 
50262. Commissions authorized. 

Article 10 was added by Stats.1961, c. 1867, p. 3968, § 1. 

§ 50260. Purpose. The purpose of this article is to promote the 
establishment in counties and cities and counties throughout the 
State of commissions designed to foster peaceful relations in the intcr-
est of 
religions and national origins. (Added Stats.1961, c. 1867, p. 3968, 
§ 1.) 

Library references: Civil Hights G=:>2; C . .T.S. Civil Hight" § B. 

§ 50261. Legislative finding; authority to expend. public funds. 
It is hereby found that the promotion of positive human relations for 
the purpose of insuring public peace, health, safety, and general wel­
fare of all the people of this Statc is a principal governmental concern 
and responsibility, and counties and cities and counties are hereby au­
thorized to expend public funds to attain these objectives. (Added 
Stats.19Gl, c. 1867, p. 3968, ~ 1.) 

Library references: Countil·s G=:>HO; C .. T.S. Counties § 214. 
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Sec. 
50262. 
5026.3. 
50264. 
50265. 

GOVERNMENT 

AUTICLE 10. Hu~rAN RELA 'nONS 

Creation of commi>;sion [New]. 
Personnel; expense>; and compensation; appropriation [New]. 
Responsibility of eummission [New]. 
Obligations of cOlllmission [New]. 

Library referenees 
Civil Hight" <);:::)2. 
C.J.S. Civil Hights § 3. 

t 50262. Creation of commIssIon 

§ 50265 

The governing body of any city or county may, by ordillance, create a commission 
on human relatiotls. The governing body shall determine the number of members 
of such commission, the terms of the members, the mann('r of appointment of the 
members, the selection of a chairman ancl the compensation, if any, to be paid to 
them. In selecting the memiH'rsh;p of the commission, the gO\'ernin~ body shall take 
into consideration, among other t;lin~s, the various religions, racial, nutio;lality and 
political groups in the community. The estnhlishent of sllch a commission at one 
level of local government shall not preclude establishment of such a commission at 
other levels of local goverillllDnt. 
(Added Stats.1967, c. 1255, p. 3039, § 2.) 

Former section 50262 was repealed by Derivation: Former section 50262. added 
Stats.1967, c. 1255. P. 3039. ~ 1. by Stats.1961, e. !867, p. 3968. ~ 1. 

§ 50263. Personnel; expenses and compensation; appropriation 

The governing body may assign personll';! to the commission or pel'mit the commis­
sion to employ an executi\'e director, a secretary, and sueh attomeys, experts and 
other employees as may be llecf;ssary, within the amollnt made availahle by the local 
governing body and to accept and expend funds from private, as well as puiJlic, 
sources. };~ach city al~l county is hereby authorized and empowered to make such 
appropriation for ::-:uch l'xpen>:es and for the compensation, if any, to be paid to the 
members of the commission. 
(Added Stat8.1967, c. 1235, p. 3030, § 3.) 

§ 50264. ResponsIbilIty of commission 

It shall be the respo!!:Jibility of the commission: 
(a) 1'0 foster mutual rc'"pect and undcrstanding among all racial, religious and 

nationality groufls in the COllllllunity. 
(b) To make such studies in any field of human relationship in the cOllununity 1'.S 

in the judglllent of the cOllllnissioll will ai(l ill effectuating it'i general purposes. 
(c) 1'0 ilHjuire into incidents of tension and conflict among or hetween various 

racial, religious and nationality groups, and to take action hy mcallS of conciliation, 
conference, and persllaf'ion to alleviate such tellsions and conflict. 

(d) To conduct and recolIlIliend sHch edueationaI prognllllS as, in the judgment of 
the cOlllmission, will iacrease good will among inbabitants of the COllllllullity and 
open new opportunitic,; into all phases of community life fO!' all inhabitallts. 
(Added Stats.1!)67, c. 125:>, p. SOS!>, § 4.) 

! 50265. Obllgat/ons of commIssIon 

A commission on human relations created under the provisions of Section 50262 
shall discllarge the following obligations: 

(a) 'I'o hold confere:lC!'s, and ntht'r public meetings, in tile interest of' the cor.­
structive resolution of racial, religious and nationality group tensions and the 
prejudice and discrimination occasioued thCl'cliy. 

(b) To issue such publications and report" of investigation as iu its judgment will 
tend to effectuate the purposes of this article. ' 

AsterIsks * ..... Indicate deletions by amondmertt 
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§ 50265 GOVERNMENT CODE 

(c) 'I'o enlist the cooperation Hnd participation of the Y3riollH rneial, rf'ligions Hwl 
nationality groups, commullitj' org3nizlltlOlls, indlli'try null IHiJor orgallj:.~Htion", 

media or mass communication, fraterunl and benevolent aSi'ociations, ane! other 
groups in an ellucatiollHI campaign devoted to i03teIing among the diVl'rse groups of 
the community mutual esteem, justice and equity. 

(d) To encourage and litimulate agencies under the jurisdiction of the Illcal govern­
ing body which created the commission to take such action ;If; will fnlfill tile purl)o~ps 
of this article. 

(e) To submit llIl annual report to the gO\·eming body. 
(Added Stat8.1967, c. 1255, p. 3(}10, § 5.) 

AH'l'IC:LB 11. CITY SI~LEC:TION CmnUTTgES [NEW! 
Sec. 
50270. Creation; purpose; membership.· 
50270.5 Clerl{ <lcfine<l [New]. 
50211. Absence of mnsor; desig-nat:(;d l'epn'sentative. 
00272. QuorulU; majority; JI('cf;ssity. 
50;~'3. Org-nni7.flthnal lU(,eting; tpmporary chnil'IllHn. 
50274. Cha~rrnnn; yjC(~ chah-lP~tn; terrns. 
;)()275. nules amI regulations. 
50276. County clerk; s('cretal'Y and l'Pcording office I'; duties; public I'('cords. 
f}0277. HC'gular and "pecial mcetings; notice. 
G0278. Notic!) to members. 
5027fl. Compen;;:a tiOJl. 

:)0279.2 City If'idslath'e hody a:-; selection cOllll1litke; proeednn'. 
;'()27f).4 H<'giona! ('oastal ZOlle ('OllsPI"'ation C(llIJlllis,;ions: appointments. 

A.r/ic/e 1 L 11;(/.~ added by Stat.d972, c. 1232, p. 2374, § 1, urgency, eft. Dec. 
13, 1972. 

A Ilo/her Artil'le J 1. City Selection ('IJlJllllittec, (,Olllprixinfl 8ectiong 50270 to 
S0.27J, lIdded by 8tlltx.1!i72. c. 4/.'), JI. '/SIJ. § J, WII8 /'('}JcflZed liy Stats.L974, e. 
710, p. 158.'1, § 1, uf'[lcnc!/. eff. Sept. 6,1974. 

HIlY area air quality management dis­
trict. city 8eler:tio!l committee. ""c Health 
:lnd Safety Code § ·10210. 

§ 50270. Creation;',purpose; membership 

Regional air pollution control llistrictll, 
dty S(,jp('tioll committee, see Health and 
Safety Code ~ 403J(). 

In any count.1" in wllII':!1 two 0\' more cities ure incorpol'uted thNo i:,.: hereby cre­
ated a city sele('tion COlI11'llittpe tlie purpose of which shull he to appoint city 
l'epre"entatin::s to boun!s. (01)IlUis"iom;, awl ngeneies as reqnired hy law. The 
1l1('miJer:<hip of each such cit.yx~'lt!dion committee shall consist of the mayor of 
(,:leh city within the county, . 
(Added hy :.:it ati'.1!l72, c. 12:t~, p. 2:ri4, § 1, IIrg('lIc.\" pff. Dec. 1:1, lfJ72.) 

,\nuthel' section 511270. Itd,led. hy Stat. •. " was rel,ealed by Stats.197·1, c. 710. P. 1583, § 
1912. c. 415. p. 73C, § 1. providing fOf the'.l. 
appolntm"nt of local I'epresent,ttives Ol' " 
city ~election c"l1lmit tee. to r'cKion,,1 agen- Lil1.rary references 
cies and provlding that local agency Jaw C'(}!)Ilties C=:>40. 
would govern over inconsistent provisions. C.J.S~ Counties § 74. 

§ 50270.5 Clerk defined 

As Ilsed ill this article, "clprk" llleam; the clerk of ;'<;ollnty or the legislative 
body thereof. ,,'here the office of county clerk is sep1\ra~e from the office of 
clerk of the hortl'd of ;;1l1,erd~{lr~, "clerk" meaiIs the clerk of,the board of super­
dsors. 
(Added by Stats.l\n;), c. 43, p. 70, § 3, llrgE'ney, eff. 1\£ay 15, 1973.) 

Underline Indicates changes or additions by amendment 
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Diy. 4 EMPLOYEES-GENEHAL § 31000.5 
'['he board of supervisors of the city an,l 

~ounty of San Frunci~co nre the judges of 
the n~cessity of an expenditure for the 
emploYlJ1ent of detectives, rmd their deter­
mination is to he reversed, only in llIain 
~ase of abuse of their !Jowers. Langd0n 
Y. Kostt,r (1909) lOG P. ,209, 1;)7 C. '19. 

The hoard of counh' commissioners had 
authority to ('mploy -counsel, other th:lU 

the district a"ttorney, to collect the money 
due to the county by the state for the 
support of indigent persons, and the 
choice of such counsel was a milttcr with­
in their di~crction. and could not he re­
viewed. L:~sscn County v. Shinn (1891) 
2G P. SUi), 88 C. ()10. 

§ 31000.1 Commissions or committecs of citizens; appointmcnt; 
expenses of members 

The board of supervisors may appoint commis.::;i011S or comrnittces 
'Of citizens to study problems of general or special interest to the board 
and to make reports and recommendations to the board. The members 
of such commissions need not be specially trained or experienced with 
respect to the matters to be studied. The board may pay from any 
available funds such actual and necessary expenses of travel, lodging, 
and meals for the members of such commissions while on official busi­
ness as may be approved by the board. (Added Stats.1965, c. 1496, p. 
3486, § 1.) 

Library References 

{'ountiC3 (;:::OGI c:t seq. C.J.S. Counties § 231. 

§ 31000.5 Employment of technical aSSL'itallts for assessor; 
requisit.es of agrecment 

The board of supervisors may employ technical assistants for the 
assessor to enable him to secure the necessary maps and plats for the 
performance of his work. The board may employ such technical assist­
ants, either exclusively for the county or may enter into agreements for 
the employment of such persons with the board or boards of supervi­
sors of one or more other counties. 

The agreement may provide that contributions from the treasuries 
of the respective counties may be made for the purpose of paying the 
compensation and expenses of such technical assistants, and the 
amounts or percentages to be paid by each county. The ngrcement 
may be continued for a definite term or until rescinded and may pro­
vide for the method of rescission by any of the contracting counties. 
(Added Stats.1947, c. 1569, p. 3228, § 2.) 

Notcs of Decisions 

I. I n general 
County assessor could not be relieved 

of hiR dutil'S by bO;1rd of supervisors 
employing others to discharge the du-

ties imposeu hr Mat ute on him anu at­
tempted contract therefor was void. 'l'ax 
Factors v. :"farin County (1937) (iG P.2d 
GGG, 20 C.A.2d 70. 
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