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Dear Mr. Alford:

In your letter of January 21, i981, you requested advice

concerning a potential Conflict of interest. The facts, mi

I understand them, are as follows.

You have been a Humboldt County planning commissioner

since July 1979. From May throuoh August 1919 you were

nmpioyud as a fish buyer at an hourly wixqc by Eureka Fisheries

As a planninq commissioner yml are cailcd upon to make deci-

sions on local coastal plannina matters. You have asked us

to advise you as to

1r Whether you should havo disq‘mleied yoursclt

from dealsions on celstal matters in AUiVHSt 1979.

2. Whether you should disqualify yourselt‘ at this

time on coastdi ivvvittvrt‘i.

As to question one, you have not provided enough inter—

avatmn for me to mix/1‘," you or, the propriety or your past

acrioas. cenereliy, this f‘v‘mmlsslon dot-a. not aim: advice is

to past actions, rmthur, wr1 pirrcr to :mdvr advrce which

can quid» future actlorm,

The unswer to tho sccor‘d auestion always depends open

the particular facts of a pitticular casc. 'rltisevnl', from

the facts ycu have nivtn there appears to 1:1, no grounds at

all for )our diuflualHH‘ATx'm Iron the xttrsisn makin] process

because (15 your past 0m;io}mm1t as a ftszi buyer.
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Government Code Sections 37100-87103“ turbid a public

otticial from making or lnfluoncinq a governmental decision

in which he has a financial interest. Section 8710} defines

"financial interest" in part as

(c) Any source of income aggregating

($250) or more in value prowded to, rect‘ived by or

promiscd to the public official within twelve munths

prior to the time when the decision is made.,..

Thus, assuming that your income from Eureka Fisheries

totaled $256 or more, you would have to disqualify yourself

from making decisions which could have amaterial financial

effect, on nureka risneries only, within l2 montns at working

there. since you nave not been employed by Eureka Fisheries

for over a year, there appears to be no reason that you

cannot vote on any matter concerninq Eureka Fishuries. ,

I hope this has been nelptul to you. PJi-ase contact me

if you have furtlmr quesrrons.

Very L1,:ly ynum,

Calm CL MW
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Dear Ms. Cameron.

I understand your office can determine ir a conflict or

interest does indeed exist for an office holder. I am a

Humboldt county Plan-mink, commigioner. I was appointed in

July 1979. From May to late August 1979 I wns employed by

Eureka Fisheries as a tisn buyer at an hourly West. I have

held no management or ownersnio positions in the tisnine indus.

try during my term.

our county counsel nae indicated 1 may have a oonrliot

or interest on local coastal planning matters since I was

ror nearly two montns an employee in the risning industry.

Aooording to my agency's oode (adopted by the Board or

supervisors June fl) tnere 11‘: four reasons listed in

saetion sis—d for disqualification.

Please tell me if there were grounds for my disqualifica—

tion in August 1979. Please tell me if I was liable under the

Code adopted ten months later.

Thank you.

5"“""’Q
Jim Alford
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