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Door Ms. Gilligan:

I have been thinking about the question you asked on

behalf oi the City of palm nosort City Council. You asked

whether a building ins-hector who is also a general contractor

may inspect buildings [or which no is not the qerleriil contractor,

but on whlch subcontractors for his proJccts work for other

general contractors. The political Reform Act requhres _

officials to disquality themselves from governmcntal decisicns

which may foreseeably have a material financial effect on

their invesLmrnts, real property holdings, Gr sources of

incovyc, Govei’miieht Code Sections 87100 and U7lflli It dues

not require disqualification unluss one of these three type-7

uf interests is aftecteil. becauid a subcontractor )5 not a

source of incomc- to his genelul conttaotor. the building

inspector would not ordinarily be required to disqualify

himself from doing inspections of huildlng pID)QCtS in which

ho was not involved as gencral contractor, but in which his

subcontractors were. However, if it could be established

that by approving work done by his subcontractors on other:

general contractors' prejizcts the building inspector actually

received a Iinancidl bclietll in his own utisinens, disqualification

would be required.

I Should point out that although the Political Reform

Act does not require disqualification in :licse circumstances,

the City can, it it uibhes, take other types oi actions to

litnit or prohibit a building inspector from acting as a

general contractor within >tlic city of palm utevrt. Such

restrictions could, [or example, be included in the City's

Statement of incoubatiblc Intol'estsl Government code section
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19251. I would amuse yod to dlscuss thls matter '41:!) your

city attorney it you are AntcresLed m puzsumu :: outmde

the conflnes oi the Pokxtxcal lielorm ACK.

1 hope ch15 answers your questions. If you have any

further questxons, please feel free to call me,

Very ruly yours,
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