
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Elizabeth Whitaker 
Secretary-Treasurer 

May 7, 1987 

San Fernando Valley Campaign Committee 
254 Kenneth Road 
Glendale, CA 91202 

Dear Ms. Whitaker: 

Re: Your Request for Advice 
Our File No. A-87-115 

This is in response to your request for advice regarding the 
campaign disclosure provisions of the Political Reform Act.ll 

FACTS 

The San Fernando Valley Campaign Committee was formed in 1985 
to support non-incumbent city and county candidates in elections 
held in the San Fernando Valley. On September 22, 1986, the 
Committee made a $300 contribution to Mark Lit, a candidate for 
the 38th Assembly District. 

QUESTION 

Is the Committee required to file reports as a "county" 
general purpose committee or as a "state" general purpose 
committee? 

CONCLUSION 

The Committee is a "county" general purpose committee for 
purposes of when and where to file its campaign disclosure reports. 

ANALYSIS 

The Act requires persons and combinations of persons who 
receive contributions totaling $500 in a calendar year to file 
periodic reports disclosing money raised and spent in connection 
with elections. (Sections 82013(a), 84200-84217.) For the 
purpose of determining when and where the disclosure reports are 
required to be filed, the Act separates committees which are 
formed to support or oppose more than one candidate or ballot 
measure into three categories. These categories include: 
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1. "state" general purpose committees. A state general 
purpose committee is a committee to support or oppose 
candidates or measures voted on in a state election, or 
in more than one county. (Section 82027.5 (b) .) 

2. "County" general purpose committees. A county general 
purpose committee is a committee to support or oppose 
candidates or measures voted on in only one county, or in 
more than one jurisdiction within one county. (Section 
82027.5(c).) 

3. "city" general purpose committees. A city general 
purpose committee is a committee to support or oppose 
candidates or measures voted on in only one city. 
(Section 82027.5(d).} 

Based on the facts provided in your letter, it appears that 
tbe San -Fernando~Vall.eycampaign -.Committee should... fUe repor_ts--as~ 
a "county" general purpose recipient committee and should file its 
disclosure reports only in the County of Los Angeles. An 
occasional contribution to a candidate for state office will not 
alter the committee's filing status. However, if the Committee 
begins to regularly make contributions to candidates for state 
office, or becomes involved to any significant degree in state 
elections, it should begin filing as a "state" general purpose 
committee. 

Finally, you are correct that as a county general purpose 
committee, the $529 contribution mentioned in the last paragraph 
of your letter would normally have been reported on the 
Committee's semi-annual statement which is due July 31, 1987, and 
would not have triggered additional reporting. However, because 
the Committee filed a report on March 2, 1987, disclosing the 
contribution, its semi-annual statement should now cover the 
period beginning the day after the closing date of the March 2 
statement, through June 30, 1987. 

I hope this information has been helpful. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (916) 322-5662 if you have additional 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Diane M. Griffiths 
General Counsel 

By: Carla Wardlow 

DMG:CW:kmt 
cc: Bob Steele, Chief 

political Reform Division 

Political Reform Consultant 

Office of the Secretary of State 







SFV CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 
9732 VIA SIENA 

BURBANK ,CA 91504 

..... 25 

Office of the Secretary of State 
Political Reform Division 
P.O. Box 1467 
Sacramento, CA 95807 

254 Kenneth Rd. 
Glendale, CA 91202 

Tel. (818) 242-5482 

i1arch 3, 1987 

I.D. Number 850190 

Re: Err on part of FPPC as to where statements for this General Purpose 
Committee should be filed. 

Dear Sirs: 

I was informed by phone yesterday from the Sacramento office of the 

FPPC that it had erred in advising us that we had become a State General 

Purpose Committee and that we had to file statements in Sacramento and 

San Francisco as well as with the Registrar Recorder in Los Angeles. 

(Please see enclosed copy of our correspondence 1/23/87) 

I am now assured we are considered a County General Purpose 

Committee and we are only required to send an original of Form 420 and a 

copy to the Registrar Recorder in Los Angeles. We have done this. 

Trusting that this matter is now finally stiaigthened out, it is my 

hope we are now in compliance. 

Your truly, 

Elizabeth Whitaker 
Secretary-Treasurer 
San Fernando Valley 
Campaign Committee 

c.c. Registrar of Voters, City and County of San Francisco. Campaign 
Statements 
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Office of the Secretary of State 
Political Reform Division 
P.O. Dox 1467 
Sacramento, CA 95807 

254 Kenneth Rd. 
Glendale, CA 91202 

Tel. (818) 242-5 82 

Jan. 23, 1987 

I.D. Number 850190 

Re: Confusion over where statements Sllould be filed plus Semi-Annual 
Report 

Dear Sirs: 

We are a County General Purpose Committee (or that is at least 

\vhat lYe presumed) and are n t controlled. 

&7 

We initially filed w th your office got our number and figured thaI 

since we were m~lcing contribution to a slate mailer of the Democratic 

." Party of t e SFV that was mailed with'Los Angeles county thnt the only 

place we lInd to send our cam aign statements h'as to the i{egistrar-

Recorder of Los Angele County. HOHcver on Septenber 21 198h we f71ade a 

:;,3UU dollelL contribution to an unsuccessful State Assembly candidate, 

:lark Lit, HhoGC district the 38th A.D. is entirely in Los Angeles 

County. l! ere i S Iv her e IV ego teo n f use d Ive ass II r1 e d bee a use the ass e m ~ 

bly district didn't extend beyond L.A. county that we could follow the 

saMe procedure ns ab vee Tad y I learned differently so to come into 

C npliance I am sending you the semi-annual c pa i g at ments plus t 

photocopies of back statement 1st Pre-electi n st tement & 2nd Pre-

election statcnent) to both office ( ne that i sl ne plus cop 

i1 11 t I-i 0 set 0 lb. 1 ceo p i o he lZe istrLlr of Voter, City and Count 

of San Francisco. 

1 



dc'c'ply rogre t hi 

cop] l ;lfl e e • II i 

Oil 110' to 011 t r j Inll c to 

t ulld rsLnnding. 1 yin t C' 11 t ion Iv A sAl IV ,1 Y S o 

(' r 0 r \i;J S dis 0 vcr e d '" II j 1 P S f' kin in[orrnation 

loenl selloo] bo rd 11 by our SrJ 11 PAC. 

Yours truly, 

l:lizilbeLh 'ilitnkl'r 
c' ere t il r If - T r .> ;1 :; u r (' r 
nn F rll:J1l n Vnli y 

r: ~l 1:1 P <l i (; nCo n I lit t p e 



California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

Elizabeth Whitaker 
San Fernando Valley 

Campaign Committee 
254 Kenneth Road 
Glendale, CA 91202 

Dear Ms. Whitaker: 

April 16, 1987 

Re: 87-115 

Your letter requesting advice under the Political Reform 
Act was received on April 13, 1987 by the Fair Political 
Practices commission. If you have any questions about your 
advice request, you may contact me directly at (916) 322-5662. 

We try to answer all advice requests promptly. Therefore, 
unless your request poses particularly complex legal questions, 
or more information is needed, you should expect a response 
within 21 working days if your request seeks formal written 
advice. If your request is for informal assistance, we will 
answer it as quickly as we can. (See Commission Regulation 
18329 (2 Cal. Adm. Code Sec. 18329).) You also should be aware 
that your letter and our response are public records which may 
be disclosed to the public upon receipt of a proper request for 
disclosure. 

JP:plh 

Very truly yours, 
/" I ; 

1/ /' 
,);':;.,\ (~ /L' 

1/ 
jeanne Pritchard 
Chief 
Technical Assistance 

Division 

. ,I 

I 

and Analysis 
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