
California 
Fair Political 
Practices Commission 

August 29, 1989 

Honorable Royall Brown 
Director, Upper San Gabriel Valley 

Municipal Water District 
2153 Aroma Drive 
West Covina, CA 91791 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

Re: Your Request for Informal Assistance 
Our File No. I-89-511 

We have received your letter requesting advice concerning the 
duties of Robert Nicholson under the conflict of interest 
provisions of the Political Reform Act. 1 Mr. Nicholson is a 
director of the Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District. 

The Commission only provides advice to the person whose 
duties are in question or to his or her authorized representative. 
(Section 83114(b); Regulation 18329, copy enclosed.) Your letter 
does not indicate that Mr. Nicholson has authorized your request 
for advice concerning his conduct. Accordingly, we cannot respond 
to your questions. However, I have enclosed a pamphlet which 
summarizes the conflict of interest laws. Also enclosed are two 
advice letters which address questions that may be similar to the 
ones you have asked. (Kennedy Advice Letter, No. A-85-194; Atigh 
Advice Letter, No. I-86-270.) 

If you believe that a violation of the conflict of interest 
laws has occurred, you might consider filing a complaint with our 
Enforcement Division. Enclosed is a copy of a complaint form. 

1 Government Code Sections 81000-91015. All statutory references 
are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated. Commission 
regulations appear at 2 California Code of Regulations section 
18000, et seq. All references to regulations are to Title 2, 
Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations. 
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If you have any questions concerning this letter, please 
contact me at (916) 322-5901. 

KED:plh 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn E. Donovan 
General Counsel 





The bureacratic path of 
water on its way into the 
South San Gabriel Valley: 

II The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern 
California imports water 
from Northern California 
and the Colorado 
selling it to 

• the Upper San Gabriel 
Valley MunIcIpal Water 
District, a "paper ",,,,.>n.r,,," 

that actually owns no 
or reservoirs, selling 
water (on paper) to 

II the Main San Gabriel 
Basin Watermaster (run by 
the same man who runs 
the Water District). which 
pours water from MWD 
pipes Into giant en,·o",mnn 

to be 

sells the water to 
such as Nicholson'S. 

Nicholson's financial disclo­
statements show that he 

an interest in 
United Resources which in 
turn holds an Interest 
in the San Gabriel Water 


