
CalifOrnia

Fair P01itical

Practices Cornmission

t{arch 8, 1990

Honorable Elouise trDoIIyn Lewman
Cornnittee to Re-Elect Dolly Lewman
P. O. Box 242
Montclai!, CA 9l'763

Re: Your Request for Informal Assistance
Our File No. I-9o-1o4

Dear !,ls . Lewman:

You have requested clarification of the conflict of interest
provisions of the Political Reform Act.1 Because your questi.on is
of a general nature, we consider it to be a request for informal
assisiance pursuant to Regnrlation 18329(c) (copy enclosed) .2.

ouestion

I'Iust a city counci-lnenber disqualify herself from
participatingr in decisions affecting sources of caupaign
contributions?

Conclusion and Analvsis

A city counciluem.ber, while sittinq as a member of the
council, or of one of its subcomroittees, is not reguired to
disqualify herself on decisions affecting sources of campaign
contributj.ons. (See Sections 87100, 87103(c), and 82030(b) (1) and
woodland Ei11s Residents Assn. v. citv council of Los Ancreles
(1980) 25 ca1.3d 938.) To the extent that a city councilmember
sits on other boards and comroiss j.ons, she may be required to

1 co,r".r,."nt Code Sections 8l,ooo-91-015. A11 statutory references
are to the Government Code unless othenise indicated. Conmission
reguJ.ations appear at 2 california code of Regulations Section
18ooo7 et seo. ALI references to regulations are to TitLe 2,
Divj.sion 6 of the california code of Regulations.
2 Infornal assistance does not provide the requestor with the
irnmunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice.
(Government code section 83114; 2 cal. code of Regs.
section 18329 (c) (3) . )
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disqualify herself on certain decisions affecting sources of
canpaign contributions. (See Section 84308 and r,A Guide to
Government code Section 84308 of the Political Refom Act of 1974,
a copy of which is enclosed.)

some cities and counties have enacted Local ordinances wtrich
require disqualj.fication as to sources of campaign contributions
in instances where it would not be required by the Act. You
should discuss this with your city attorney.

If I can be of any additional help to you please feel free to
contact Ee at (916) 322-59oL.

S j-ncerely,

Kathryn E. Donovan
ceneral counsel

Garcia
, Legal Division

KED: JG: aA

Enclosure


