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Attorney at Law
4l-99 campus Drive
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Re: Your Request for fnformal Assistance
Our Fife No. I-9 0- 17 5

Dear lltr. Breckenridge:

This is in response to your request for advice concerning the
application of the Dolitical, Refono Actr (the 'Actu) to the city
oi- Irvi.ne's expenditure of funds to defend a lawsuit challenging
the right of Caneron cosgrove to hold the office of city
counci.Imember.

Your request for advice concerns past actions which may or
may not viofite provisi-ons of the Act- FurtherDore, you are not
="lking the advj.ie on behal-f of the cj-ty of lrvine or other
p"r=oni afleged to have violated the Act. Under Regrul-ation 18329

lcopy enclosea;, tne cornmj-ssion does not offer advice when the
requlst concerns past conduct (Regulation 18329(b) (8) (A)) or when
th6 requestor is not authorized to represent the person whose
duties under the Act are in question lRegulation :-eszg (U) (8) (B) )'2

Therefore, we can only refer you to the requirements and
Cornmission interpretations of the Act as they generall-y apply to
the facts presented.

1 Gor".rrro"nt Code Sections 81OOO-91015. AIl statutory references
are to the covernment Code unless otherwise indicated. Commission
i-gulations appear at 2 california code of Regulations. section
ie5oo, et seq-.- A11 references to reguJ'ations are to Title 2,
oivision oE the california code of Regulations'
2 rnfornal assistance does not provj-de the requestor_with the
:.. "nity 

provided by an opinion or formal written advice' (Sec-
tion sslfa; Regulation 18329(c) (:).)
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Your questions concern tlro general areas covered by the Act.
One j.s Section 853oo, which prohibits public officers from
expending and candidates from accepting rrpublic moneys for the
purpose of seeking elective off ice.rr The Comloission staff has
interpreted Section 85300 in two pertinent advice letters: the
Calhoun Advice Letter, No, A-9O-O47 and the Gatlincr Advice Letter,
No. I-90-O48. We encl-ose copies of these letters for your
reference. Also, the Conmission has interpreted Section 8530o for
the purposes of its application to the circul,ation of candidate's
statements pursuant to Elections code Section 10012. we enclose a
copy of negnrlation 18530, which sets forth this interpretation. 3

Your other question concerns lrhat constitutes a contribution
under the Act. As you are aware, section 82015 defines
contribution. The coumission has further defined that tern in
RegTulation 1-82f5, a copy of which we enclose for your reference.
The commission has also issued opinions and advice letters on the
question of what is a contribution. However, none of these
o-pinions or letters analyzes a guestion simil-ar to the one
presented in your case. we nevertheless enclose copies of one
opinion (In re uansini (1,97 4) 2 FPPC Ops. 38) and one advice
lltter (Rave Advice Letter, No. A-86-102) which indicate the
Commission's analysis of somelrhat analogous issues.

we are sorry that we are unable to give our analysis of your
case. llowever, we hope that the enclosed infornation wi]-I assist
you in advising your client on his future course of action.

S incerely,

Kathrlm E. Donovan'"W*2k4/"^
counsel, Legal Division

KED:SH:■d

Enc■osures

cc:  Phi■ ip Do Kohn
RUTAN & TUCKER
Centra■  Bank Tower′  Su■te ■400
South Coast Plaza Town Center
6■■ Anton Bou■ evard
Costa Mesa′  CA  92628-9990

3 negulation 18530 was adopted by the Comnission in March 1989.
However, due to inadvertent ornission of a phrase in the noticed
versj-on regulation that was adopted, the regulation has been
renoticed for adoption on June 6, 1990.
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