
California
Fair Political

Practices Cornrnission

August 2, L99O

cerald H. Upholt
Manager - covernmental Affairs
caIi-f ornia Rifle and Pisto1
Association, Inc.
555 Capitol MaI1, ste. 455
Sacramento, CA 9 58l-4

Re: Your Request for Advice
our File No. A-90-42 o

Dear Mr. Uphol,t:

You have requested advice on behalf of the California Rifle
and Pistol Association, Inc., Firearns f'reedom Fund, Inc. doing
business as california Rifle and Pistol Association/Sportsmen's
Legislative committee, and the California Rifle and Pistol
Association/sportsmen's Legislative committee PoliticaI Action
committee concerning the campaign provisions of the Political
Reform Act (the I'Actt').r on JuIy L9, l-990, I telephoned you for
additional information.

OUESTION

Is the California Rifle and Pistol Association/Sportsmen's
Legislative Committee PoIitical Action Conrmittee (the "Conmittee")sponsored by california Rifle and Pistol- Association, Inc. ("CRPA
Inc.[) as well as Firearns Freedom Fund, Inc. (doing business as
California Rif1e and Pistol Associatj.onlsportsmen's Legislative
Committee ) ?

CONCLUSION

Fron the information provided in your letter and our
telephone conversation, j.t appears that CRPA Inc. qualifies as a
sponsor of the Committee.

1 co',r...,ment code sections 81ooo-91015. A1l statutory
references are to the Governnent code unless otherwise indicated.
Cornrnission regulations appear at 2 California Code of Regulations
Section 18000, et seq. A11 references to regulations are to Title2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations.
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FACTS

CRPA Inc. is a statewide non-profit rnembership organization
formed for the purpose of promoting conpetitive rnarksmanship,
firearms education, training, safety, and other activities related
to lawful possession and use of firearns.

Fireams Freedom Fund, Inc. does business as and is publicly
known as California Rifle and Pistol Association/Sportsmen, s
Legislative Committee. It was created by CRPA Inc. and it has. an
eight member board of directors, al1 of whom are members of CRPA
Inc. It is our understanding that Fireanns Freedom Fund, Inc. has
no general members of its own. The committee's Statement of
Organization currently Iists the California Rifle and Pistol
Association/Sportsmen's Legislative Committee as its sponsor.

Although CRPA Inc. does not solicit contributions to the
Committee, it publishes a nonthly nef,rsletter to its members and
the Committee is planning to place in the publication
advertisements soliciting contributions and articles describing
its activities. It is estirnated that about 75t of the
contributions to the committee will come from the nembership of
CRPA Inc. In addition, CRPA Inc. may donate advertising space in
its publication to the Connittee.

Section 82048.7(b)
comm■ttee if any of the

ANALYSIS

spec■ fies that an entity sponsors a
fo■ ■owing app■ y:

(1) The committee receives all or nearly aII of
its contributj.ons from the entity or its members,
officers, employees, or shareholders.

(2) The entity collects contributions for the
cornroittee by use of payroll deductions or dues from
its mernbers, officers, or employees.

(3) The entity alone or in combination with other
organizations, provides all or nearly a1I of theadrninistrative services for the comnittee.

(4) The entity, alone or in conbination with otherorganizations, sets the policies for solicitingcontributions or making expenditures of conmiti.ee
funds.
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Because members of CPRA Inc. will provide nearly all of the
contributions to the Committee, it gualifies as a sponsor of the
Committee. Assuming that Firearms Freedom Fund, Inc. (dba
California Rifle and Pistol Association/Sportsmen, s Legislative
connittee) also qualifies as a sponsor of the committee under one
or more of the above criteria, the Comnittee may include in its
name a term that identifies both sponsors. You may wish to use
the name "California Rifle and Pistol Association Politicat Action
committee . 'r

Enclosed is a 199O Statement of Organization (Forn 410) you
may use to anend the infonnation contained on your current
Statement of Organization. Please note that in Part IV, you
should provide the complete name and address of each sponsor.

If you have additional- questions, please contact me at (916)
322-5662.

S incerely ,

Scott HalLabrin
Acting General Counsel

By:

./
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I
wayne P. Inberi
Political Reforn Consultant

Enclosure


