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Dear Mr. Bagatelos:

we have received your letter dated october 29, 1990, seeking
written confirrnation of the telephone advice I provided to you
regarding use of campaign funds under the Political Reform Act
( "the Act" ) . r

Except as indicated be1-ow, your letter accurately summarizes
the teleplone advice2 that I provided to you. Regulation
18329(c) (4) (copy enclosed) provides:

The Commission may decline to provide inforrnal
assistance or may liroit such assistance to the
explanation, in generaL terms, of the requj-rements
of the Act in any of the following circurnstances:

1 Go,r..rr."nt code Sections 81ooo-91015. A11 statutory references
are to the covernment Code unl,ess otherwise indicated. commission
regulations appear at 2 california code of Regulations Sectj.on
18ooo, et seq. Al-1 references to regulations are to Title 2,
oivision e of tne ca:-itornia code of Regulations.

' tetephone advice does not provide the requestor with the
irnmunity provided by section 83114. negulation 18329(c) (3). only
actions taken in reliance upon connission opinions or written
advice may be afforded such immunity. Section 83114.
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;rrr" , did not decrine to provide you informar assj'stance,
your question was not one that was anenable to advice in general
Lerms -and requi,red my knowledge of the position your client held
and the even€ he was attending. The Commission's position on
j.nformal advice is, as I articulated, set forth in its
regulations, in particular Regulation 18329. To the extent your
letter expresses a policy inconsistent with the regulation, it is
incorrect.

Fina1ly, I advised that under Section 85802(f) (1)
cornpensatioi received by a public employee from a public agency
con-=titrrtes fu11 and ad-quate consideration for services performed
in connection with the public emplolnnent - we have j-nterpreted
this language to mean that carnpaign funds nay no! be used to
provide iaaitional conpensation for services performed in
Lonnection with public employment. canpaign funds may, however,
be used for a personal, gift if the gift is directly related to a
political, Iegislative, or governrnental purpose. Id' .Section
aseoz(f) 1i; aeems any gift of l-ess than $1oo to a public employee
to be directly related to the aforementioned purposes.

If you have any further questions regarding this matter
please contact ne at (916) 322-59OL.
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(c) Assistance or advice is being sought
regarding the duties of another person and the
requestor does not appear to be authorized to make
the request as the person's representative, or does
not provide the identity of the person on whose
behalf the assistance is being sought.

sincere■ y′

Scott Ha■ labrin
Acting Cenera■  COunsel

By:


