
California
Fair POlitical

Practices Commission

January 3, l-9 91

I"1r. Iilark Rynearson
Friends of Sparks
l-715 Central Ave.
McKinleyville, CA 95521

Re: Your Request Advice
Our File No. A-9 0-69 5

Dear Mr. Rynearson:

You have requested advice concerning the carnpaign provj-sions
of the PoliticaL Reform Act.1 This letter will confirm-our
telephone conversation on November 21, 1990.

FACTS

A group of individuals has provided funds for an ad in sup-
port of Anna Sparks for Supervisor. The group is not controlled
by a candidate. Individuat palments were made to a ne\,\rspaper by
each individual for the purchase of an ad on November 2, 1990.
The total anount paid for the ad exceeded $1,OoO. The group has
filed a statement of organization (Form 4l-O) as the Friends of
Sparks and a statement of termination (Forn 41,5) and has provided
the filing officer with a copy of the checks used to rnake the
expenditure and a list of aI1 contributors.

OUESTION

Is the group a rrcommitteerr with filing obligations under the
Act and, if so, has the committee follolred the correct procedure
for reporting receipts and expenditures?

1' Governrnent code Sections 81000-91-01-5. Al1 statutory references
are to the Government code unless otherwise indicated. commissiorr
regulations appear at 2 california code of Regulations section
18ooo, et seq. AII references to reguJ.ations are to Title 2,
Division 6 of the california code of Regulations.
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CONCII'SION

Based on an" t:?!". presented in your letter, the groupqualifies as a recipient committ"" u.,i-h.. incurred campaigndiscrosure reporting obr igations -p".=J.r,t 
to the Act. i., iaartionto the statement or-greanizaai;; i;;;-41o) and the sratemenr oftermination (Forn 4r-5) -that have iii""ay been filed by the comnit-tee' contributions received...a-."p"riitures made by the cornmi-tteenust be reported on a recipi."a ;;;ia;ee campaign statement (rorm420, copv encrosed) . 

. rn aaaiti"n,'?n"-""mrnit^tee'is-ilqiii"o t.file a rrlate contribution repoi[",1 -"-

ANALYSIS

Under covernment Code Section B2OL3, a recipient comrnittee isformed when a Derson or combination of-persons directly orindirectly r"clive= 
"""t.iil"[iI;;";.";u'k"= expenditures orcontributions for the purpose of influenci"g li-'"ttJiillln a"influence the action oi tire ""t"-= 

-i"r-tr 
against the norninationor election of one ?I_1"::^:3"aiaat-sl or the passage or defear ofany neasure. (sections 82or-5 and gz0i5; Regulations L8215 and1,8225 (copies enclosed) . )

rv'o or rnore individuals must file as a single conni-ttee underl::!i"l 82013(a) whenever the individrr.i= ,"" their noney to makelornt expenditures. (Madden Advice 1,"ii"., No. A_85_22:l 
"opyenctosed.) rne rrienaE-E?lpurr= quiiiii;e ;;'""";;.i;;:.-""November 2, J-9so. Thereforel tr," J.^.itt.",= "..piiqi'iiI"ro=,rr.statement (Form 420) will be'due Uy-Ji""".y 31, 1991, for theperiod coverinq Janrrary 1, j.990, ti.ra""gh December 31 , 1990. Each

-individual 
,s piyment t6 t[r". n"r!pup..-iust ue reported as amonetary contribution on schedull i. Expenditures to thenerrspaper should be reported on Schedule E. after comfieting tneappropriate schedures, - the 

-summary paj- ot ttre carnpiiqi-JiJ.ro=,.,..statement must be compl.eted.

addition, Section..g42O3. (copy enclosed) requires that aItlate contribution report. be fiiear'iince contiibu€ions toiaring$1,000 or nore to a s-ingre """aiai[.-reie naae during the periodcovering october 2r through November s.- a r.t" contributionreport is sent by telegrai, mailgram, guaranteed overnight



delivery_, or personar derivery and must be sent within 24 hours ormaking the contributions.. (See p;g;-r; of the enclosed ,,Inf orma_tion Manuar on camoaign Discr osule - provis ions of the poriticalReform Act,' for aetaiiea-in;;;;i";:;''*.r"., it is discoveredarter an erection that a rate coniiiuitio., ;";;.[-r;;"iIi=iit"a,the report rflay be fi1:d py ."g"f"i-.Iii, ratner than by telegram.(Pessner Advice Letter, No. alaz_zo:, 
"ipy enclosed.)

ff you have additional questions on this natter, please callne at (91-6) 322-5662 -

Mark Rynearson
A-9o-695
Page 3

Encf osures

S incerely,

Scott Hallabrin
Acting General Counsel

By:  Sandra L.
Politica■

彰 ″んじ奮れなン
Tayl or
Reforn Consultant


