
CalifOrnia

Fair Political

Practices Cornrnission

December 2, L99L

Susan F. Mej ia, Treasurer
Fri.ends of Chris chandLer
t227 Br i,dge Street, Suite E

Yuba city, cA 9599L

Re: Your Request for Informal Assistance
our File No. f -91-4 5 5

Dear Ms. Mej la:

This is in response to your request for guidance 
- 
perta ining

to permissible uses of campaign funds under the Political Reforrn
Act (the rrg6g111.1 Your letter, written on behalf of
Assernblymember chris chandler, requests advice of a general nature
iegarai;g expenditures for travel; hence, we are treating your
inquiry is a request for inforrnal assistance.z

OUESTI ON

l,taytravelexpensesincurredbyAssemblymenberchandlerand
nis family to attend another tegislator's fundraising event and to
ipena two'days after the event in the area be paid for with
campaign funds?

CONCLUS TON

Under section 89513(a)(1) and (2), expenditures for travel
and accommodations must be directly related to a political,
legislative or governnental purpose; any such expenditure which

1 Gor"..,^"nt code Sectj,ons B1OOO-91015. AII statutory references
are to the covernment Code unless otherwise indicated. Conrnission
regulations apPear at 2 california code of Regulations . 

Section
18600, et =eq-.- AII references to regulations are to Title 2,
pivision o of the california code of Regulations.
2 Inforrnal assistance does not provide the requestor with the
inmunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice.
(covernment Code Section 83114; 2 CaI. Code of Regs.
Section 18329 (c) (3) . )
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$rouId meet standards similar to the Internal Revenue Code
i"q.ri."*..,ts for business travel deductions are considered to be
aii""tfy related to a po1itj.cal, Iegislative, or governnental
purpose .

FACTS

Assemblymenber chris chandler is contemplating air. travel to
attend, with his family, a political fundraiser hosted by another
i.gi;iit... ur. Chandler plans to renain in the locale to which
he and his family are travelli-ng for ts/o days after the
iundraising e.r"nl. He is concerned about use of canpaign funds to
;;;-;;; in5 anticipated traver and accommodations' The analysis
[.i", i= offered i-n a prospective sense only; the legal division
of the Fair political iractices Comrnission does not comment on
past conduct.

ANALYSTS

Section 89513 (a) pertains to use of ca:npaign funds for travel
.*p.r,aii,ri"s by candidites and elected officers' The basic rule
i='tnut there irust be a direct relation between the expenditure
i"r iiu".:. and a political, legislative, or governmental purPose'
i"".".i, Section 

-agSL: (a) adds-the following to the basic rule:

(1) For the purposes of this section, payments
or reimbursements for travel and necessary
accommodations shalL be considered as directly
related to a political, Iegislative, or
governmental purpose if the payments would neet
itandards sinitai to the standards of the Internal
Revenue Service pursuant to Sections 162 and 274 of
the Internal RevLnue code for deductions of travel
expenses under the federal income tax law'

(2) For the purposes of this section,
payments or reimbursement for travel by the
irousetrota of a candidate or elected officer when
traveling to the same destination in order to
accomp.n! the candidate or elected officer shall be
consiiered for the same purPose as the candidate's
or elected officer's travel.

Interna} Revenue code Section 152(a)(2) alloll,s the deduction
or aIl r'ordinary and necessary" traveling expenses while away from
frome i" the puriuit of a trade or business. Thus a traveL
.*p."ait"i" iwhich would include expenditures for accomrnodations
anh food as well as for transportation) would be perrnissible under
section 89513(a) (1) if it were an ordinary and necessary exPense
for a potiticaJ., legislative or governmental purpose' A

fundra-ising event such as the one you describe in your letter
would be considered an ordinary an necessary expense for a
political, Iegislative, or governnental purpose.
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However, acconmodations and food for a two-day family
vacation subsequent to the fundraising event would not meet the
'tordinary and necessaryrr test of the Internal Revenue code because
there is no political, legislative, or governnenta)- purpose in
staying for the two extra days. Thus, campaign funds could not be
spent ior that Part of the triP.

Under Section 89513 (a) (21 , members of the household of the
candidate or elected official who are travelling to the same
destination in order to accomPany the candidate or elected officer
are subject to the same rules as those applicable to the candidate
or elecLed officer. Members of a household include the spouse,
dependent children, and parents residing with the candidate or
elected officer. (Section 89511(b) (3) . )

Staff i.s currently developing regulatj-ons which deal
specifically with use of campaign funds for travel. we expect
ti.rat these regulations wiIl be adopted within the next few months,
and suggest tiat you check with us as to the pernissibility of
specifii travel expenditures which nay be covered by those
regulations.

I trust the above anslrers your question. If you are in need
of further inforrnation, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(9I6) 322-5e01.

S incere Iy ,

SH:SB:

scott HaI Lab[in

By-I Susan p. Bobrow


