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500 Court Street
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Re: your Reguest for fnformal Assistance
our File No. I-91-4 5 8

Dear Mr. CoreY:

This is in response to your letter requesting advice as a
nember of the Contrl costa conmunity College District regarding
your responsibi l ities under the new gift provisions of the
iolitical Reform Act (the 'Actu).1 since your advice reguest
seeks general guidance with respect to the gift provisions of the
;;t;-r;-;;;-ir6iiing your requeit as one foi inf-orrnal assistance'2

As you were informed by Susan Bobrou of this office on
october -l:., tg9t, the Comraission's jurisdiction is linrited to the
provisions of the Act.

OUESTION

what restrictions does the Act inpose on your participation
in an inspection tour of foreign campuses in England and rreland
where you will receive free transportation?

1 cor"rr,r"nt code Sections 81ooo-91015. AI1 statutory references
are to the Government code unless otherwise indicated. commission
regulations appear at 2 california code of Regulations . Section
18500, et secr-. 

- A11 references to regulations are to Title 2,
oivision e of the California code of Regulations.
2 Infornal assistance does not provide the requestor with the
irnrnunity provided by an opinion or forrnal written advice. (section
83114; Regulation 18329 (c) (3) . )

428 J Street, suite 8oo o P.O. Box 80? . sacramento cA 958O4-O8O7 o (916)322'5660



Our Flle No. I-9■ -458
Page 2

CONCLUSTON

Section 89501 exenpts gifts of actual travel expenses and
reasonabre subsistence in connecti,on with attendance at any publicor private conference, convention, rneeting, socj,al event, i,"11, orlike gathering, fron the gift limit of seation 89501.

FACTS

You are an elected nenber of the coverning Board of the
Contra Costa Conmunity College District. As an adrninistrator inthe cornruunity college systeD, you have been invited to participate
in an inspection tour of foreign catnpuses in England and trelana
al.ong lrith adninistrators from other private and public canpuses.
The trip is intended to acquaint representatives iron colleges anduniversities with opportunities for international education in
England and Ireland.

The gift of travel and accornroodations has been offered by the
Consortium for International Education (the rconsortiurn'r ) . fhetransportation will be provided to the Consortium Uy Aritish
Airways free of charge, You stated the Consortiurn is providing
the transportation and acconmodations to you for 9779.40.3

ANALYSIS

The Act defines a rtgiftir in pertinent part, as:

[A]ny payment to the extent that considerationof egual or greater value is not received and
includes a rebate or discount in the price of
anything of value unless the rebate oi discount is
nade in the regular course of business to nenbersof the public r.rithout regard to official status.
Any person, other than a defendant in a crininalaction, who clairns that a.payment is not a gift byreason of receipt of consideration has the 6urden-of proving that the consideration received is ofequal or greater value.

(Section 82028 (a) , ernphasis
added . )

The Act further provides:

No local elected officeholder shall accept anvhonoraria for any speech qiven, articLe puUf ilfreJ,-'or attendance at any public or private clnterence,

'- I9y exolained in your telephone conversation with Susan Bobrowof this office on october 31,-1991, that the t"tii-""Ii-iou"paiawas higher than the figure set forth ir, 
-yoo, 

attachnents becauseyou reguested special acconnodatlons.
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convention, neeting, social event, nea1, or like
gathering, or any gifts, from any single source,
which is in excess of one thousand dollars
($1,000), in any calendar year, except
reirnbursement for actual travel expenses and
reasonabLe subsistence in connection therewith.

Section 89501.

Thus, absent some exception, any person who provides
transportation and accornrnodations to you free of charge has
provided a gift to you. According to Section 89501, you may not
ieceive gifts aggregating more than 91,000 from any single source
in a calendar Year.

Hovrever, Section 89501 exenpts gifts of actual travel
expenses and reasonable subsistence in connection r/ith attendance
at any public or private conference, convention, neeting, social
eventl neal, or Iike gathering, fron the gift Linit of Section
89501:{ rt appears fron your facts that the free transportation
in question fa1ls wittrin this exception. P1ease note that Section
89501 l[ay be the subject of future commission regulations.

If you have any further questions regarding this natter,
please feel free to contact ne at (915) 322-590L.)

Sincerely,

SH:」WW:aa

4 Yoo will still be required to disclose the gift (Section 87207)
and disqualify yourself from any decision which would have a
foreseeable and material financial effect on the Consortiurn during
the 12 months after receiving the gift.
q- Copies of Conmission regulations and opinions are available in
many law libraries. Alternatively, copies of these naterials and
Conmission advice letters nay be obtained fron the Cournission at acost of 1OC per page.

Hal labr in
General counsel

ohn w. wa I lace
Legal DivisionnseI,


