
California
Fair Political

Practices Commission

March 4, L992

I"lartha F. Stanton
certified Public Accountant
2091 East valley Parkway
Escondido, cA 9202'7

Re:

Dear D1s. stanton:

This is in response to your letter reguesting advice regard-
ing your respons ibil it ies as a campaign treasurer under the

"if,piiqlr distlosure provisions of the Political Reform Act (the
"Acttr).I

OUESTI ON

May a husband and wife each contribute the maximum amount
pernittld to be contrj,buted by a Person under the Act to a single
tandidate from conmunitY funds?

CONCLUSTON

Yes. Husbands and wives are treated as separate persons
under the Act. Therefore, the contributions of spouses to a

single candidate are not cunulated for purposes of the
contribution I inits.

FACTS

As a campai.gn treasurer for a candidate for the Escondido
city -ouncit Lte6t;-on in June, 1991, you hesitate to begin
soliciting and accepting contributj'ons untiL you resolve the

"o"ifi.ting 
inforrnation you have received concerning the issue of

""."i"tio"-of 
contributions of husbands and wives under the Act

i"i-p".p"r"s of the campaign contrj.bution l-imits. rn December,

Your Request for Advice
our FiLe No. A-92 -041

1 Go.r".r,,*.nt code sections 81OOO-91015. AII statutory references
are to the covernnent code unless otherwise indicated. cornrnission
regulations appear at 2 california Code of Regulations. section
ia6oo;-.i =.".' AII references to regulations are to Title 2'
pi,ri.ion S ot the california Code of Regulations'
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きこ:tとd Elat ::lY[lb:tl:1:elr:I°習 the Escondido city attorney whiChhusband and wife are considered
to be from a single Source and are cumulated.  The City attOrney′ s

i:::::::::i[::i::i::::::[:::[::|::31dは

ld:[:::吾 :呈ntytia[°[1:rcltiys
ent of spousal contr■ butiOns ■s
n of the Comm■ sS■ On・

You recently reviewed the FPPC′ s publication entitled

き景::モせ曇
上
書遣詈百詈量号
理♀tち全モ::電:ti:[ll::星 :alloR:“

tli: li:u::ι
t甘:leielling

t states:

Individuals may make separate contributions

::llttit:t:t:I′ :::dt:u:d:11:i:::::::i::: l:I: :;::al

ii::|:::::|「 :[[i::lilEl:::::i3::::i::li:nili:と
:|:it

11:i::足:: tl: :1::It tle:こ :ttributed to each
indiv■ dual.  If eaCh indiv■ dual signs the Check′
the COntribution must be attributed equally to each
indiv■ dual unless an accompanying document
indiCates otherwiSe.  ACCOmpanying documents must
be signed by each cOntributing individual.

::::::|::i::i:ili:::|::ii:::|::::::|:|::::::::::|::::]i:i:[:::::le

ANALYSIS

The Act defines i'person“  for most purposes as fol10WS:

‖Person meanS an individual′  proprietorship′
firm′  partnership′  joint venture′  syndicate′
bus■ ness truSt, COmpany′  CorpOration, assoc■ atiOn′
comm■ttee′  and anv Other oroan■ 2atiOn or oroup of
oersons actino ■n Concert.

section 82047 (emphaSiS added).

However, Proposition 73′  a statewide initiative passed by the
voters at the 」une ■988 statewide primary election′  added a new
definition of :'person!' for purposes of the contribution limits
added to the Act by the initiative.  (Title 9′  Chapter 5。 ) For
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purposes of the contributiOn linits′  “
person" is defined as

folloWS:

:lPerson‖ means an individua■ ′ proprietorship′
firm′  partnership′  joint venture′  syndicate′
business truSt, COmpany, COrporation′  assoc■ atiOn′
comm■ttee′  and labor organization.

section 85102 (b)。

Comm■::i:1 は:::rllie:i[[:[e::::r::[[::ls :: 長U:b::iln:1:° 1:↓e:he
should no longer be Cumulated.  (Poole AdVice Letter′  No. I-90-

::itlib[1::1:p:じ
S: 3:¥s:lelii:[eti:ni[::ulidihin iI:m:習

s:m:せ
niand′

under the city ordinance.

pleaslffと :i liと: こ:yc:‖[:::rm:u:こ
ti81:)r::'E:::ョ

。夕
hiS matter′

sincerely,

Scott Hallabrin
Acting General Counsel

賜 ″ 務″
By: Deanne Stone

Counsel, Legal Division

SH:DRS:aa

o copies of Comrnission regulations and opinions are available in
nany lav, libraries. Alternatively, copies of these materials and
Commission advice }etters may be obtained from the Cornrnission at a
cost of 10C per page.


