
California
Fair P01itical

Practices Cornrnission

March 3, L992

Kathl-een A. Blomo
Management Assistant II
and City C1erk
City of chino
P. o. Box 667
Chino, CA 9L708-0667

Dear Ms. Blomo:

Re: Your Request
Ass i stance
our FiIe No.

for Informal

t-92-57

You have requested advice concerning the canpaign disclosure
provisi-ons of the Politicat Reform Act (the t'Act") 'rl Because
'your questions are general in nature, we treat your letter as a
i"orr"=t for informal assistance pursuant to Regulation
183'2e (c) (3) .2 I

OUESTIONS

1. Must a member of the city council who wishes to sol-icit
contributions to run for the office of Mayor open a separate bank
account and establish a separate committee from the ones
established for his or her council seat?

2. May funds be transferred bet\"een the tr^'o accounts?

CONCLUSIONS

1. candidates and officeholders are required to establish
separate bank accounts and comrnittees for each elective office for
which they intend to solicit or receive funds'

L/ Government code Sections 8l-oOO-91015' ' AII statutory
references are to the Government code unless otherwise indicated'
c".ri==i"" regulations appear at 2 Catifornia Code of Regulations
section 18ooo; et seq. iiI references to regulations are to Title
z, oivision e ot tfre california code of Regulations'
2/ Informal- assistance does not provide the requestor with the
irnmunity provided by an opinion or fornal written advice'
(Section 83114; Regulation 18329(c) (3) ')
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2.   FundS may be transferred between a candidate′ s or

officeholder′ s campaign bank accounts.  If a candidate or
officeho■der ■s runn■ ng in a spec■ al electiOn to fil■  a vacant

:呈 :itl:R′ a[[31員[elief[:選j:c[e足:・3:n[li:tt::naIEll[[.t°
 a Special

ANALYSIS

呈Iことi:ili:i::lil:::iti::::1モ :X::::::::::::l::::::::::::i[:]:[icei
contribution or loan to run for a
and to establiSh a campaign bank accOunt fOr the purpose of

l::::i[l[:::::::i:[::i]l :::::i:li::ik署
i:::lil:il:!:[:]:::illi!]:

。 )

sections 8520■  and 85202 require candidates tO file a

::Rir:[:。こllt::in[a:i ll[::ti::r nd establish a separate Campaignwhich the they intend to run if

::::::::[::::::::lel::::i:::::RI:R::::::::1::::l:d::::l:::l[::t°

:

lre.

Therefore′  if a member of tlem:き
tyf:呈退

nFき
lm ::lein歯:clil員 :fundS tO run fOr Mayor′  he or she

:き:。:It ::r ll:nil;:ritt I::ei° inttaI:[[ 111[ ::[1 3。 ,alili星 1 13nk

:::::i[R:eitl::::li:::ili『i::liril:lh:le[:是:iI:::[a ::il::::e:
(SeCtiOns 820■ 3(a)and 84■ 0■ .)

candi::足:9:it:Rtr11.:lS:。 111:こ ::R:til:[::i:iali:::iム [::I:i33]th
こribution limits.  (SerViCe
FL―C10. et al= V. Fair POlitiCal
eb. 7′  ■992)_ F.2d ___ [DOCk.

No. 89-■ 577■ ].) Therefore′  a Candidate or Officeholder who)as  _
more than one Campaign bank acCOunt may transfer funds between
those accounts.

However′  beCause the contr■ butiOn lim■ ts fOr any speC■ al

electiOn he■ d tO fill a vaCant elective offiCe remain Valid′
transfers tO a special election account are subject tO the
contribution lim■ ts ■mposed by Section 85305.  For example′  if an

individual has contributed S5′ 000 tO the offiCeholder′ s City

council accOunt and the COuncilmember is running in a special
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election to fitl the office of Mayor, only 51,ooo (the
contribution Iimit for individuals during a special election
cycle) of that individual's contribution may be transferred to the
speciil eLection account. If the councilrnernber is in a runoff
eiection hel-d in connection with the special election, an
additional $1,ooo from that contributor nay be transferred during
the special runoff election cycle- In this example, the
contr-ibutor woutd be prohibited from contributing any additional
money directly to the speciat election account. Restrictions also
apply to transfers involving candidates subject to local
contribution Iimits.

If you have additional questions regarding this matter,
pl-ease do not hesitate to contact ne at (916) 322-5662'

sincerely.

Scott HaIlabrin
General Counsel

θ膊通 久カスλZω
By: Carla Wardlow

Assistant Division chief
Technical Assistance and

Analysis Division


