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Re: Your Request For Informal Assistance
Our FiIe No. I-92-80

Dear Mr. Pessner:

You have requested assistance under the lobbying provisions
of the Political Reform Act.1/ Because your inquiry is general in
nature, v/e treat your l-etter as a request for informal
assistance . z /

0uEs:rIoN

Does the registration requirement in Section 86I03(d) (2)
apply to an individual who qualifies as a tobbyist on the basis of
pro"iaing one day of public testimony before the Legislature?

CONCLUSION

In order to compLete the lobbyist certj-fication process, the
individual must attend one of the lobbyist courses referred to in
Section 86103.

L/ Government code sections 8l-ooo-91015. A11 statutory
references are to the Government code unl-ess otherwise indicated.
commission regulations appear at 2 california code of Regulations
Section 18ooo; et seq. AII references to regulations are to
Title 2, Division 6 of the California Code of Regulations.

2/ Informal assistance does not provide the requestor with the
irnnunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice'
(section 83114; Regulation 18329 (c) (3) . )
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FACTA

For the past couple of years, your client has travelled to
Sacramento from the fist Coait on the day of a committee hearing,
and has f j.led a lobbying firn registration statement, a lobbyist
certification, a lobLyiit discLosure report, and a lobbyist
termination form on the day the testimony is provided' Th9
individuaL does not enqage i-n any further lobbying activities
-"ii"q that legislativ6 lession- If the hearinq on the bilf is
put oier to the next legislative session, as has occurred during
past legislative sessions, your client wiII again travel to
'ii"r.."ito to provide testimony and, on that day, f j'Ie al-l' of the
Iobbyist forms mentioned above.

ANALYSIS

Section 86103 provides that an indi'vidual who, at the time
of filing the lobbyiit certification f orro, has not compfeted the

"ori=" 
d6scribed i-n Governrnent Code Section 8956 (b) r,rithin the

previous 24 months, must complete the course within a reasonable
Ll*" "it". 

filing irre certitication papers' The l-obbyist
certification is-considered I'conditional" until the individual- has
attended the course. As long as the individual intends to engage
in lobbying activity in the future, it is necessary that the
individi:a1 - attend tire lobbyist orientation course, and that his or
rr-i f"uuyitt certificatj-on be amended to indicate that the
Iobbyist orientation course r'ras compLeted'

PLease call Ann Bailey, Chief Counsel for the Senate
conmittee on Legislative Ethics, at (915) 324-6929, for
inforruation conaerning the lobbyist orientation course'

If you have any questions, please call our office at (91-6)

322-5652.

sincerely,

Scott HaIlabrin
Acting General Counsel

Cul"-da,til-*o
By: carla wardlow'Acting Division Chief

Technical Assistance and
Analysis Division


