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1400 West Lacey BIvd.
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Assistance
our FiIe No.

for fnformal

r-95-4 10

Dear Mr. Barton:

you have requested advice concerning the conflict of interest
disclosure proviJions of the Politica1 n6forrn Rct (the rrAct" ) .L/
Because your inquiry is general in nature, we will treat your
Ietter as A request for informal assistance pursuant to Regulation
L832e (c) .2 /

OUESTION

You have asked how a pro-ten judge should calculate the
number of days served for purposes of determining whether he or
she is reguired to file an annual statement of economic interests
(Form 72L). For examPle, you have asked whether a judge who
serves two hours per day on four different days would count that
time as four days of service, or as one day totaling eight hours.

L/ Government Code Sections 81ooo-91015. AIl statutory
references are to the Government Code unless otherwise indicated.
Commission regulations appear aE 2 California Code of Regulations
Section 18OOO, et seq. All references to regutations are to Title
2, Division 5 of the California Code of Regulations.
2l Informal assistance does not provide the reguestor with the
imrnunity provided by an opinion or formal written advice.
(Section 83114; Regrulation L8329 (c) (a) . )
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CONCLUSlON

There is nothinq in the Aet or Coonission regulations which
specj.fically addresses this issue. Hovever, we beliewe it r.tould
be appropriate for pro-ten judges to count each day in lrhich the
judge serves four hours or t[ore as one day of service. A day in
uhich the judge serves fewer than four hours vould not be counted
toi{ard the 3o-day threshotd for filing statenents of econorn.ic
interests.

ANALYSIS

The Act requires state and local public officiats, including
judges and court conmissioners, to file a statenent each year
disclosing their peraonal financial interests in order that
conflicts of interest nay be avoided. (Sections 81002(c), a72OO,
et seq,) Regulation 18724 further provides that ternporary or
part-tiue court conmissioners and pro ten or tenporary judgeB uust
file such statenents if they serve or expect to serve 30 days or
more in any calendar Year.

Although the Act and conmission regiulations do not provide a
method for calculating partial days of service to deternine if 30
days or more have been served, section 81003 states that the Act
should be liberally construed to accomplish its purposes.
Therefore, lre believe that the purposes of the Act are best rnet if
pro tel0 judges and court coDmissioners count each day in irhich the
judge serves four hours or !!ore as one full day of servj-ce.

If you have questlons concerning this letter, pleaBe contact
toe at (915) 322-5660.

sincerely,

steven c. churchlrell
ceneral counsel

By: carla wardlo!,
Division chief
Technical Assistance Division


