
Fern Polrrrcer_ pRAcrrcps CoMMrssroN
428 J Str.eet o Suite 620 o Sacramento. CA g5gl4_Z3lg

(916) 322_5660 o Fax (916) 322-0886

July 1,2008

Susan Orman
Monterey County Elections
Candidate Services
1370 B South Main Street
Salinas, CA 93901

Re: Your Request for Advice
Our File No. A-0g_110

Dear Ms. Orman

This letter is inresponse to your request regarding the campaign provisions of thePolitical Reform Act (the ;Act,,;.1 "

QUESTION

May the committees involved in an Augu st26,200g, mail ballot election combinethe semi-annual sratement with the first p..-"[-";;;.i"i.-"", due on Jury 17,200g?

CONCLUSION

ln connection with the August 26,2oo8,mail ballot election, committees may usea filing schedule that combines thJ semi-annual campaign statement with the first pre-election statement. The combined statement will be iLe-on July 17, 200g, covering theperiod January l, ZO0g, through July 12,200g.

rThe PoliticalRefbrm Act is contained in Government code Sections g1000 through 91014. Allstatutory ref'erences are to the Government code, unless otherwise inal.ut"a. The regulati.ns of the FairPolitical Practices commission are contained in sections.ral 
ry ,trrrrei r g997 .f ritre 2 of the CariforniaCode of Regttlations' All regulatory r.f"r"n...r-rre to Title 2, Divisioii of the califtrrnia Code,fRegulations, unless otherwise inOicateO.
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ANALYSIS

During an election, candidates and committees involved in the election arerequired to file two pre-election campaign statements disclosing contributions receivedand expenditures made in connection with that election. These-pre-election 
"ur,puig,statements are general!_ri]ea 40 days before the election and again 12 days u"ror" tr,.election' (Section 84200.8') Semi-annual statements are filed January 3 1 and July 31,respectively. (Section 84200.)

There is a mechanism in the Act that permits the combining of statements whenan overlapping reporting period occurs or the filing of the semi-annual statement wouldbe an additional, unnecessary filing to the two pre-"election statements. (Section g4205.)
In this case, if the semi-annual and first pre-eleition statements are not combined, thesemi-annual statement, covering the period through lr"" :0, 200g, will be filed onJuly 31, 2008, which is after the first pre-election statement is due. Therefore,
committees involved in the August 26,zoo8,mail ballot election may combine the twofilings' A campaign statement iiting schedule that outlines the due dates for filingstatements in connection with the election is enclosed for your convenience.

If you have any other questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (916)322-5660.

Sincerely,

Scott Hallabrin
General Counsel

By: TaraL. Stock
Political Reform Consultant
Technical Assistance Division

Enclosure
TSjgl


