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POLITICAL REFORM ACT SECTIONS THAT 
BECOME OPERATIVE UPON THE 
CERTIFICATION OF THE CAL-ACCESS 
REPLACEMENT SYSTEM BY THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE

Note: The text below reflects the most current language for these sections as of January 1, 2026.
See history notes for more information about amendment history.

§ 81004. Reports and Statements; Perjury; 
Verification.

(a) All reports and statements filed under this title 
shall be signed under penalty of perjury and verified 
by the filer in compliance with this section and Section 
84213, as applicable. The verification shall state that 
the filer has used all reasonable diligence in its 
preparation, and that to the best of the filer’s 
knowledge it is true and complete.

(b) A report or statement filed by a committee 
which qualifies under subdivision (a) of Section 82013 
shall be signed and verified by the treasurer, and a 
report or statement filed by any other person shall be 
signed and verified by the filer. If the filer is an entity 
other than an individual, the report or statement shall 
be signed and verified by a responsible officer of the 
entity or by an attorney or a certified public accountant 
acting as agent for the entity. Every person who signs 
and verifies any report or statement required to be filed 
under this title which contains material matter which 
that person knows to be false is guilty of perjury.

(c) A report or statement filed online or 
electronically shall include a secure electronic 
signature that is submitted under penalty of perjury 
and that conforms to subdivision (a) of this section and 
subdivision (b) of Section 1633.11 of the Civil Code.

(d) A filing made on behalf of a filer by a vendor 
or service provider authorized by the filer to make 
such filings is presumed filed under penalty of perjury 
by the filer.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 1) by 
Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 129. (AB 378) Effective January 1, 2022. 
Conditionally operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 81007. Mailing of Report or Statement.
When a report or statement or copies thereof 

required to be filed in paper format with any filing  
officer under this title has been sent by first-class mail 

or by any other guaranteed overnight delivery service 
addressed to the filing  officer, it shall for purposes of 
any deadline be deemed to have been received by the 
filing  officer on the date of the deposit in the mail or 
of receipt by that delivery service. It shall be presumed 
until the contrary is established that any date stamped 
by the post office on the envelope or contained on the 
delivery service receipt containing the report or 
statement is the date it was deposited in the mail or 
received by the delivery service. Mail that is not 
received by the filing officer shall be presumed not to 
have been sent unless the filer possesses a post office 
or delivery service receipt establishing the date of 
deposit and the name and address of the addressee.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 2) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 1. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 81007.5. Emailing of Report or Statement.
(a) Any report or statement or copies thereof 

required to be filed with any official under Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 84100) or Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 87100), other than a report 
or statement that is required to be filed online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State in 
accordance with this title or with a local government 
agency in accordance with an ordinance adopted by 
the agency pursuant to Section 84615, may be emailed 
by the applicable deadline, provided that the required 
originals or paper copies are sent by first-class mail or 
by any other personal delivery or guaranteed overnight 
delivery service within 24 hours of the applicable 
deadline.

(b) An emailed report or statement shall not be 
considered filed if the emailed report or statement is 
not a true and correct copy of the original.

(c) A filing officer who receives an emailed report 
or statement shall make the report or statement 
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available to the public in the same manner as provided 
in Section 81008.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 3) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 2. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 81008. Public Records; Inspection; 
Reproduction; Time; Charges.

A report or statement filed pursuant to this title is 
a public record open for public inspection and 
reproduction during the filing officer’s regular 
business hours, commencing as soon as practicable, 
and no later than the second business day after the day 
it was received. A filing officer shall make 
electronically filed data publicly available on the 
Internet as soon as possible after it is received in 
compliance with Sections 84602 and 84615. 
Conditions shall not be imposed upon persons asking 
to inspect or reproduce reports and statements filed 
under this title, and information or identification shall 
not be required from these persons. Copies shall be 
provided at a charge not to exceed ten cents ($0.10) 
per page. In addition, the filing officer may charge a 
retrieval fee not to exceed five dollars ($5) per request 
for copies of reports and statements which are five or 
more years old. A request for more than one report or 
statement or report and statement at the same time 
shall be considered a single request.
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 4. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 81009. Preservation of Reports and 
Statements.

(a) Registrations and original campaign reports 
of persons holding elective state office, candidates for 
any such office, committees supporting any such 
officeholder or candidate, and committees supporting 
or opposing statewide measures, shall be retained by 
filing officers indefinitely.

(b) Original campaign reports of mayors, city 
council members, county supervisors, candidates for 
any of these offices, and committees supporting any 
officeholder or candidate shall be retained indefinitely, 
except that original campaign reports of candidates not 
elected to these offices and of committees supporting 
candidates not elected to these offices shall be retained 
by filing officers for a period of at least five years.

(c) Original campaign reports of all other persons 
shall be retained by filing officers for at least seven 
years.

(d) Original statements of economic interests of 
persons holding statewide elective office shall be 
retained by filing officers indefinitely.

(e) Original reports and statements not specified 
above in this section shall be retained by filing officers 
for at least seven years.

(f) Copies of reports or statements shall be 
retained by the officer with whom they are filed for at 
least four years, provided, however, that a filing 
officer is not required to retain more than one copy of 
a report or statement.

(g) (1) If an original report or statement or a copy 
is filed in a paper format, the officer with whom it is 
filed may comply with this section by retaining either 
of the following available for public inspection:

(A) The original report or statement or copy filed 
in a paper format.

(B) An electronic copy.
(2) Upon request, the office shall provide copies 

of such statements pursuant to Section 81008.
(3) Reports and statements filed online or 

electronically under this title shall be retained and 
archived pursuant to this section and Sections 84602 
and 84615.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 211, Sec. 2) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 3. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 81010. Duties of the Filing Officer.
For reports and statements filed with a filing 

officer pursuant to this title, the filing officer shall do 
all of the following:

(a) Supply the necessary reports and manuals 
prescribed by the Commission.

(b) Determine whether required information has 
been filed and, if so, whether it conforms on its face 
with the requirements of this title.

(c) Notify promptly all persons and known 
committees who have failed to file a report or 
statement in the manner and at the time required by 
this title.

(d) Report apparent violations of this title to the 
appropriate agencies.

(e) Compile and maintain a current list of all 
reports and statements filed with this office.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 6) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 4. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 82006. Campaign Report.
“Campaign report” means an itemized report that is 

prepared in a manner prescribed by the Commission 
and that provides the information required by 
Chapters 4 and 5 of this title.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 7) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 5. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 82015.  Contribution.
(a) “Contribution” means a payment, a 

forgiveness of a loan, a payment of a loan by a third 
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party, or an enforceable promise to make a payment, 
except to the extent that full and adequate 
consideration is received or if it is clear from the 
surrounding circumstances that the payment is not 
made for political purposes.

(b) “Contribution” includes all of the following:
(1) The purchase of tickets for events such as 

dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar fundraising 
events; the candidate’s own money or property used 
on behalf of the candidate’s candidacy, other than 
personal funds of the candidate used to pay either a 
filing fee for a declaration of candidacy or a candidate 
statement prepared pursuant to Section 13307 of the 
Elections Code; the granting of discounts or rebates 
not extended to the public generally or the granting of 
discounts or rebates by television and radio stations 
and newspapers not extended on an equal basis to all 
candidates for the same office; the payment of 
compensation by any person for the personal services 
or expenses of any other person if the services are 
rendered or expenses incurred on behalf of a candidate 
or committee without payment of full and adequate 
consideration.

(2) The transfer of anything of value received by 
a committee from another committee, unless full and 
adequate consideration is received.

(3) The payment of public moneys by a state or 
local governmental agency for a communication to the 
public that satisfies both of the following:

(A) The communication expressly advocates the 
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate or 
the qualification, passage, or defeat of a clearly 
identified measure, or, taken as a whole and in context, 
unambiguously urges a particular result in an election.

(B) The communication is made at the behest of 
the affected candidate or committee.

(4) A payment made by a person to a 
multipurpose organization as defined and described in 
Section 84222.

(5) (A)   A payment made by a lobbyist or a 
cohabitant of a lobbyist for costs related to a 
fundraising event held at the home of the lobbyist, 
including the value of the use of the home as a 
fundraising event venue. A payment described in this 
paragraph is attributable to the lobbyist for purposes 
of Section 85702.

(B) A payment made by a lobbying firm for costs 
related to a fundraising event held at the office of the 
lobbying firm, including the value of the use of the 
office as a fundraising event venue.

(c) “Contribution” does not include any of the 
following:

(1) Amounts received pursuant to an enforceable 
promise to the extent those amounts have been 
previously reported as a contribution. However, the 
fact that those amounts have been received shall be 

indicated in the appropriate campaign report.
(2) Except as provided in paragraph (5) of 

subdivision (b), a payment made by an occupant of a 
home or office for costs related to any meeting or 
fundraising event held in the occupant’s home or 
office if the costs for the meeting or fundraising event 
are five hundred dollars ($500) or less.

(3) Volunteer personal services or payments made 
by any individual for the individual’s own travel 
expenses if the payments are made voluntarily without 
any understanding or agreement that they will be, 
directly or indirectly, repaid to the individual.

(4) A behested payment, as defined in Section 
82004.5, but only as to the behesting committee, 
elected officer, or member of the Public Utilities 
Commission.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 6. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.)

§ 82018. Cumulative Amount.
(a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b), (c), 

and (d), “cumulative amount” means the amount of 
contributions received or expenditures made in the 
calendar year.

(b) For a filer required to file a campaign report or 
independent expenditure report in one year in 
connection with an election to be held in another year, 
the period over which the cumulative amount is 
calculated shall end on the closing date of the first 
semiannual report filed after the election.

(c) For a filer required to file a campaign report in 
connection with the qualification of a measure which 
extends into two calendar years, the period over which 
the cumulative amount is calculated shall end on 
December 31 of the second calendar year.

(d) For a person filing a campaign report with a 
period modified by the provisions of this section, the 
next period over which the cumulative amount is 
calculated shall begin on the day after the closing date 
of the report.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 7. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 82022.5. Election-Related Activities.
“Election-related activities” include, but are not 

limited to, the following with respect to candidate-
based elections:

(a) Communications that contain express 
advocacy of the nomination or election of a candidate 
or the defeat of a candidate’s opponent.

(b) Communications that contain reference to a 
candidate’s candidacy for elective office, the 
candidate’s election campaign, or the candidate’s or 
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the candidate’s opponent’s qualifications for elective 
office.

(c) Solicitation of contributions to the candidate 
or to third persons for use in support of the candidate 
or in opposition to the candidate’s opponent.

(d) Arranging, coordinating, developing, writing, 
distributing, preparing, or planning of any 
communication or activity described in subdivisions 
(a) to (c), inclusive.

(e) Recruiting or coordinating campaign activities 
of campaign volunteers on behalf of the candidate.

(f) Preparing campaign budgets.
(g) Preparing campaign finance disclosure 

reports.
(h) Communications directed to voters or 

potential voters as part of activities encouraging or 
assisting persons to vote if the communication 
contains express advocacy of the nomination or 
election of the candidate or the defeat of the 
candidate’s opponent.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 8. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 82025. Expenditure.
(a) “Expenditure” means a payment, a 

forgiveness of a loan, a payment of a loan by a third 
party, or an enforceable promise to make a payment, 
unless it is clear from the surrounding circumstances 
that it is not made for political purposes. 
“Expenditure” does not include a candidate’s use of 
the candidate’s own money to pay for either a filing 
fee for a declaration of candidacy or a candidate 
statement prepared pursuant to Section 13307 of the 
Elections Code. An expenditure is made on the date 
the payment is made or on the date consideration, if 
any, is received, whichever is earlier.

(b) A payment is made for political purposes if it 
is any of the following:

(1) For purposes of influencing or attempting to 
influence the action of the voters for or against the 
nomination or election of a candidate or candidates, or 
the qualification or passage of any measure.

(2) Made by any of the following:
(A) A candidate, unless it is clear from 

surrounding circumstances that the payment was made 
for personal purposes unrelated to the candidate’s 
candidacy or status as an officeholder.

(B) A controlled committee.
(C) An official committee of a political party, 

including a state central committee, county central 
committee, assembly district committee, or any 
subcommittee of such committee.

(D) An organization formed or existing primarily 
for political purposes, as described in paragraph (1), 
including, but not limited to, a political action 

committee established by any membership 
organization, labor union, or corporation.

(c) “Expenditure” includes any monetary or 
nonmonetary payment made by any person, other than 
the persons or organizations described in subdivision 
(b), that is used for communications that expressly 
advocate the nomination, election, or defeat of a 
clearly identified candidate or candidates, or the 
qualification, passage, or defeat of a clearly identified 
ballot measure.

(1) “Clearly identified” is defined as follows:
(A) A candidate is clearly identified if the 

communication states the candidate’s name, makes 
unambiguous reference to the candidate’s office or 
status as a candidate, or unambiguously describes the 
candidate in any manner.

(B) A group of candidates is clearly identified if 
the communication makes unambiguous reference to 
some well-defined characteristic of the group, even if 
the communication does not name each candidate. A 
communication that clearly identifies a group of 
candidates and expressly advocates their election or 
defeat is reportable as an expenditure, but the 
expenditure need not be allocated among all members 
of the class or group on the campaign report disclosing 
the expenditure.

(C) A measure that has qualified to be placed on 
the ballot is clearly identified if the communication 
states a proposition number, official title, or popular 
name associated with the measure. In addition, the 
measure is clearly identified if the communication 
refers to the subject matter of the measure and either 
states that the measure is before the people for a vote 
or, taken as a whole and in context, unambiguously 
refers to the measure.

(D) A measure that has not qualified to be placed 
on the ballot is clearly identified if the communication 
refers to the subject matter of the measure and the 
qualification drive.

(2) A communication “expressly advocates” the 
nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate or the 
qualification, passage, or defeat of a measure if it 
contains express words of advocacy such as “vote for,” 
“elect,” “support,” “cast your ballot,” “vote against,” 
“defeat,” “reject,” “sign petitions for,” or, within 60 
days before an election in which the candidate or 
measure appears on the ballot, the communication 
otherwise refers to a clearly identified candidate or 
measure so that the communication, taken as a whole, 
unambiguously urges a particular result in an election.

(A) Except for those communications paid for 
with public moneys by a state or local government 
agency, a communication, taken as a whole, 
unambiguously urges a particular result in an election 
if it is not susceptible of any reasonable interpretation 
other than as an appeal to vote for or against a specific 
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candidate or measure. A communication is not 
susceptible of any reasonable interpretation other than 
as an appeal to vote for or against a specific candidate 
or measure when, taken as a whole, it could only be 
interpreted by a reasonable person as containing an 
appeal to vote for or against a specific candidate or 
measure because of both of the following:

(i) The electoral portion of the communication is 
unmistakable, unambiguous, and suggestive of only 
one meaning.

(ii) Reasonable minds could not differ as to 
whether it encourages a vote for or against a clearly 
identified candidate or measure, or encourages some 
other kind of action on a legislative, executive, or 
judicial matter or issue.

(B) The following nonexhaustive examples, 
referring to candidates or measures on the ballot in an 
upcoming election, illustrate statements that in most 
contexts would not be susceptible of any reasonable 
interpretation other than as an appeal to vote for or 
against a specific candidate or measure: “Smith’s the 
One”; “No Measure A”; “Rally ‘round O’Malley”; 
“Create jobs with Measure X”; “Only Nancy Brown 
can clean out City Hall”; “Proposition 123 - your last 
chance to save California”; “Joe Green will earn your 
trust”; “Bob Boone is unqualified for office and a 
special-interest puppet”; “Shirley Hall - bad for 
California, bad for you.”

(C) The following nonexhaustive examples, 
referring to candidates or measures on the ballot in an 
upcoming election, illustrate statements that would be 
susceptible of a reasonable interpretation other than as 
an appeal to vote for or against a specific candidate or 
measure: “Assembly Member Nancy Brown needs to 
be tough on criminals. Call her and tell her to stand 
firm on AB 100”; “Poor children need a home too. 
Support the Mayor’s stance against more budget cuts”; 
“Thank you, Supervisor Smith, for continuing to 
support our farmers.”

(D) Safe Harbor. A communication does not 
expressly advocate the nomination, election, or defeat 
of a candidate, or the qualification, passage, or defeat 
of a measure, within the meaning of this section, if 
both of the following apply:

(i) The communication does not mention an 
election, candidacy, political party unless required by 
law, opposing candidate, or voting by the general 
public, and it does not take a position on the character, 
qualifications, or fitness for office of a candidate or 
officeholder, or the merits of a ballot measure.

(ii) The communication focuses on a legislative, 
executive, or judicial matter or issue, either urging a 
candidate to take a particular position or action with 
respect to the matter or issue, or urging the public to 
adopt a particular position and to contact the candidate 
with respect to the matter or issue.

(E) Rules of Interpretation. If a communication 
does not qualify for the safe harbor described in 
subparagraph (D), the commission shall consider if the 
communication has an interpretation other than as an 
appeal to vote for or against a clearly identified 
candidate or measure, in order to determine if, on 
balance, the communication is not susceptible of any 
reasonable interpretation other than as an appeal to 
vote for or against a clearly identified candidate or 
measure.

(3) Reporting Expenditures.
(A) The amount of an expenditure reportable 

pursuant to this subdivision shall include all costs 
directly attributable to the communication, including, 
but not limited to, salaries, production, postage, space 
or time purchased, agency fees, printing, and any 
additional administrative or overhead costs 
attributable to the communication. The expenditure 
does not include any of the regular ongoing business 
overhead that will be incurred in similar amounts 
regardless of the communication.

(B) When a printed or broadcast communication 
circulates outside the state, the expenditure may be 
calculated on the basis of the fraction of the total cost 
attributable to circulation within the state.

(C) Costs directly traceable to the communication 
are reportable when the communication is made, or 
when payments are made in connection with the 
development, production, or dissemination of the 
communication, whichever occurs first.

(D) The costs of printing and distributing 
petitions, recruiting, training, and paying expenses of 
petition circulators, and other costs incurred in 
connection with the qualification of a measure are 
reportable expenditures.

(4) Except for those communications paid for 
with public moneys by a state or local government 
agency, notwithstanding this subdivision, 
“expenditure” does not include costs incurred for 
communications that expressly advocate the 
nomination, election, or defeat of a clearly identified 
candidate or candidates, or the qualification, passage, 
or defeat of a clearly identified measure or measures 
by either of the following:

(A) A broadcasting station, including a cable or 
satellite television operation, programmer, or 
producer, internet website, or a regularly published 
newspaper, magazine, or other periodical of general 
circulation, including an internet or electronic 
publication, that routinely carries news and 
commentary of general interest, for the cost of 
covering or carrying a news story, commentary, or 
editorial.

(B) A regularly published newsletter or regularly 
published periodical, other than those specified in 
subparagraph (A), whose circulation is limited to an 
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organization’s members, employees, shareholders, 
other affiliated individuals, and those who request or 
purchase the publication. This subparagraph applies 
only to the costs regularly incurred in publishing the 
newsletter or periodical. If additional costs are 
incurred because the newsletter or periodical is issued 
on other than its regular schedule, expanded in 
circulation, or substantially altered in style, size, or 
format, the additional costs are expenditures.

(5) The term “expenditure” also does not include 
uncompensated internet activity by an individual 
supporting or opposing a candidate or measure as 
stated in Section 18215.2 of Title 2 of the California 
Code of Regulations.

(d) A payment used to make contributions, as 
defined in Section 82015, is an expenditure.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 9. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 82046. Period Covered.
(a) “Period covered” by a statement or report 

required to be filed by this title, other than a campaign 
report, means, unless a different period is specified, 
the period beginning with the day after the closing date 
of the most recent statement or report which was 
required to be filed, and ending with the closing date 
of the statement or report in question. If the person 
filing the statement or report has not previously filed a 
statement or report of the same type, the period 
covered begins on the day on which the first reportable 
transaction occurred. Nothing in this chapter shall be 
interpreted to exempt any person from disclosing 
transactions which occurred prior to the effective date 
of this title according to the laws then in effect.

(b) “Period covered” by a campaign report 
required pursuant to Sections 84200, 84200.5, 
84202.3, and 84202.7 means, unless a different period 
is specified, the period beginning the day after the 
closing date of the most recent campaign report which 
was required to be filed and ending with the closing 
date of the statement in question. If a person has not 
previously filed a campaign report, the period covered 
begins on January 1.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 10. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.)

§ 83113. Additional Duties.
The commission shall, in addition to its other 

duties, do all of the following:
(a) Specify the format for reports, statements, 

notices and other documents required by this title.
(b) Prepare and publish manuals and instructions 

setting forth methods of bookkeeping and preservation 

of records to facilitate compliance with and 
enforcement of this title, and explaining the duties of 
persons and committees under this title.

(c) Provide assistance to agencies and public 
officials in administering the provisions of this title.

(d) Maintain a central file of local campaign 
contribution and expenditure ordinances forwarded to 
it by local government agencies.

(e) Annually publish the provisions of this title no 
later than March 1.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 11. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84100. Treasurer.
(a) Every recipient committee, as defined by 

subdivision (a) of Section 82013, shall have a 
treasurer. An expenditure shall not be made by or on 
behalf of a committee without the authorization of the 
treasurer or the treasurer’s designated agents. A 
contribution or expenditure shall not be accepted or 
made by or on behalf of a committee when the office 
of treasurer is vacant.

(b) A recipient committee, as defined by 
subdivision (a) of Section 82013, may designate one 
assistant treasurer on the committee’s registration. The 
assistant treasurer may sign and verify a campaign 
report on behalf of the committee if the assistant uses 
reasonable diligence to prepare and review the report 
and signs to that effect under penalty of perjury as 
required by Section 81004.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 12. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84101. Committee Registration; Filing.
(a) A committee that is a committee by virtue of 

subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall register online 
or electronically with the Secretary of State within 10 
days after the committee has qualified as a committee. 
The Secretary of State shall assign a number to each 
committee that registers and shall notify the committee 
of the number. The Secretary of State shall make 
available to the local filing officer, as designated by 
the filer on their registration, the information filed 
pursuant to this subdivision.

(b) In addition to registering as required by 
subdivision (a), if a committee qualifies as a 
committee under subdivision (a) of Section 82013 
within 16 days before the date of an election in 
connection with which the committee is required to 
file preelection reports, the committee shall register, 
within 24 hours of qualifying as a committee, online 
or electronically with the Secretary of State. Within 24 
hours, the Secretary of State shall make available to 
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the local filing officer designated by the filer on their 
registration the information filed pursuant to this 
subdivision.

(c) If an independent expenditure committee 
qualifies as a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 during the time period described in 
Section 82036.5 and makes independent expenditures 
of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more to support or 
oppose a candidate or candidates for office, the 
committee shall register, within 24 hours of qualifying 
as a committee, online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall make 
the information filed available to the local filing 
officer designated by the filer on their registration and 
the filing officers designated by the filer on their 
registration for the candidate or candidates supported 
or opposed by the independent expenditures within 24 
hours of a registration filed pursuant to this 
subdivision. The filings required by this section are in 
addition to filings that may be required by Section 
84204.

(d) For purposes of this section, in calculating 
whether two thousand dollars ($2,000) in 
contributions has been received, payments for a filing 
fee or for a statement of qualifications to appear in a 
state or county voter information guide shall not be 
included if these payments have been made from the 
candidate’s personal funds.

(e) (1) For purposes of this subdivision, 
“authorized person” means a person, other than the 
treasurer, who is authorized to obtain the bank records 
of the committee from the financial institution where 
the campaign bank account is maintained.

(2) The Secretary of State shall not include a bank 
account number or the name of an authorized person 
on or with any registration information provided to the 
local filing officer pursuant to this section.

(3) Notwithstanding Section 81008 or the 
California Public Records Act (Division 10 
(commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1 of the 
Government Code), the Secretary of State shall not 
provide to the public the bank account number or the 
name of an authorized person provided by a committee 
when registering.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 180, Sec. 2) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 13. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84101.5. Annual Fees.
(a) Notwithstanding Section 81006, the Secretary 

of State shall charge each committee that is required to 
register pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 84101 
an annual fee of fifty dollars ($50) until the committee 
is terminated pursuant to Section 84214.

(b) (1) A committee subject to the annual fee 

pursuant to subdivision (a) shall pay the fee no later 
than 15 days after filing its registration and no later 
than April 30 of each year thereafter, except as 
provided in paragraph (2).

(2) A committee that is created, and pays the 
initial fee pursuant to paragraph (1), in October, 
November, or December of a calendar year is not 
subject to the annual fee for the following calendar 
year.

(c) (1) A committee that fails to timely pay the 
annual fee required by this section is subject to an 
administrative penalty of one hundred fifty dollars 
($150).

(2) The Secretary of State shall enforce the 
requirements of this section.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 317, Sec. 3) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 14. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84102.  Committee Registration.
Committee registration required by Section 84101 

shall include all of the following:
(a) The name, street address, email address, and 

telephone number, if any, of the committee. In the case 
of a sponsored committee, the name of the committee 
shall include the name of its sponsor. If a committee 
has more than one sponsor, and the sponsors are 
members of an industry or other identifiable group, a 
term identifying that industry or group shall be 
included in the name of the committee.

(b) In the case of a sponsored committee, the 
name, street address, and telephone number of each 
sponsor.

(c) The full name, street address, email address, 
and telephone number of the treasurer and any other 
principal officers.

(1) A committee with more than one principal 
officer shall identify its principal officers as follows:

(A) A committee with three or fewer principal 
officers shall identify all principal officers.

(B) A committee with more than three principal 
officers shall identify no fewer than three principal 
officers.

(2) If no individual other than the treasurer is a 
principal officer, the treasurer shall be identified as 
both the treasurer and the principal officer.

(d) (1) An acknowledgment by any person 
identified as a treasurer or assistant treasurer on the 
committee registration of the following:

(A) By serving as treasurer or assistant treasurer, 
the person must comply with all applicable duties 
stated in this title and the regulations of the 
Commission.

(B) A violation of these duties could result in 
criminal, civil, or administrative penalties.

(2) A failure to complete the acknowledgment 
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pursuant to paragraph (1) is not a violation of this title. 
However, the Secretary of State shall not accept a 
committee registration unless the acknowledgment has 
been completed.

(e) The full name and office sought by a 
candidate, and the title and ballot number, if any, of 
any measure, that the committee supports or opposes 
as its primary activity. A committee that does not 
support or oppose one or more candidates or ballot 
measures as its primary activity shall provide a brief 
description of its political activities, including whether 
it supports or opposes candidates or measures and 
whether such candidates or measures have common 
characteristics, such as a political party preference.

(f) A statement whether the committee is 
independent or controlled and, if it is controlled, the 
name of each candidate or state measure proponent by 
which it is controlled, or the name of any controlled 
committee with which it acts jointly. If a committee is 
controlled by a candidate for partisan or voter-
nominated office, the controlled committee shall 
indicate the political party, if any, for which the 
candidate has disclosed a preference.

(g) For a committee that is a committee by virtue 
of subdivision (a) of Section 82013, the name and 
address of the financial institution in which the 
committee has established an account and the account 
number.

(h) If the committee registration is filed by a 
candidate, the name, street address, and treasurer of 
any other committee controlled by the same candidate.

(i) Other information as shall be required by the 
rules or regulations of the Commission consistent with 
the purposes and provisions of this chapter.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 15. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84103. Committee Registration; 
Amendment.

(a) If there is a change in any of the information 
contained in a committee registration, the committee 
shall amend its registration within 10 days to reflect 
the change. The Secretary of State shall make 
available to the local filing officer designated by the 
filer on their registration the information filed pursuant 
to this subdivision.

(b) (1) In addition to amending a committee 
registration as required by subdivision (a), a 
committee as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 
82013 shall amend its committee registration within 
24 hours if the change requiring the amendment occurs 
within 16 days before the date of the election in 
connection with which the committee is required to 
file a preelection report, and if any of the following 

information is changed:
(A) The name of the committee.
(B) The name of the treasurer or other principal 

officers.
(C) The name of any candidate or committee by 

which the committee is controlled or with which it acts 
jointly.

(2) The amendment shall include the changed 
information, the date of the change, and the 
committee’s name and identification number.

(3) Within 24 hours, the Secretary of State shall 
make available to the local filing officer designated by 
the filer on their registration the information filed 
pursuant to this subdivision.

(c) (1) If an amendment to a committee 
registration identifies a new treasurer or assistant 
treasurer that person shall complete the 
acknowledgment required by subdivision (d) of 
Section 84102.

(2) A failure to complete the acknowledgment 
pursuant to paragraph (1) is not a violation of this title. 
However, the Secretary of State shall not accept an 
amendment to a committee registration that identifies 
a new treasurer or assistant treasurer unless the 
acknowledgment has been completed.

(3) This subdivision shall not become operative 
until the Secretary of State certifies an online filing 
and disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 16. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84104. Recordkeeping.
It shall be the duty of each candidate, treasurer, 

principal officer, and elected officer to maintain 
detailed accounts, records, bills, and receipts 
necessary to prepare campaign reports, to establish 
that campaign reports were properly filed, and to 
otherwise comply with the provisions of this chapter. 
The detailed accounts, records, bills, and receipts shall 
be retained by the filer for a period specified by the 
Commission. However, the Commission shall not 
require retention of records for a period longer than the 
statute of limitations specified in Section 91000.5 or 
two years after the adoption of an audit report pursuant 
to Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 90000), 
whichever is less.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 17. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84106. Sponsored Committee; Identification.
(a) Whenever identification of a sponsored 

committee is required by this title, the identification 
shall include the full name of the committee as 



13

required in its committee registration.
(b) A sponsored committee shall use only one 

name in its committee registration.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 18. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84108. Slate Mailer Organization; 
Registration.

(a) Every slate mailer organization shall comply 
with the requirements of Sections 84100, 84101, 
84103, and 84104.

(b) The registration of a slate mailer organization 
shall include:

(1) The name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of the organization. In the case of 
an individual or business entity that qualifies as a slate 
mailer organization, the name of the slate mailer 
organization shall include the name by which the 
individual or entity is identified for legal purposes. 
Whenever identification of a slate mailer organization 
is required by this title, the identification shall include 
the full name of the slate mailer organization as 
contained in its registration.

(2) The full name, street address, email address, 
and telephone number of the treasurer and other 
principal officers.

(3) The full name, street address, email address, 
and telephone number of each person with final 
decisionmaking authority as to which candidates or 
measures will be supported or opposed in the 
organization’s slate mailers.

(c) The registration shall be submitted online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State within 10 
days after the slate mailer organization receives or is 
promised five hundred dollars ($500) or more for 
producing one or more slate mailers. However, if an 
entity qualifies as a slate mailer organization within 16 
days before the date of an election in which it is 
required to file preelection reports, the slate mailer 
organization shall register online or electronically with 
the Secretary of State within 24 hours of qualifying as 
a slate mailer organization.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 12) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 19. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84200. Semiannual Reports.
(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (1), (2), and 

(3), elected officers, candidates, and committees 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall file 
semiannual reports each year no later than July 31 for 
the period ending June 30, and no later than January 
31 for the period ending December 31.

(1) A candidate who, pursuant to subdivision (b) 
of Section 85200, has indicated on their statement of 

intention that they do not intend to qualify as a 
committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
82013, and who, during the past six months, has not 
otherwise qualified as a committee pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 82013, shall not be required 
to file a semiannual report for that six-month period.

(2) Elected officers whose salaries are less than 
two hundred dollars ($200) a month, judges, judicial 
candidates, and their controlled committees shall not 
file semiannual reports pursuant to this subdivision for 
any six-month period in which they have not made or 
received any contributions or made any expenditures.

(3) A judge who is not listed on the ballot for 
reelection to, or recall from, any elective office during 
a calendar year shall not file semiannual reports 
pursuant to this subdivision for any six-month period 
in that year if both of the following apply:

(A) The judge has not received any contributions.
(B) The only expenditures made by the judge 

during the calendar year are contributions from the 
judge’s personal funds to other candidates or 
committees totaling less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000).

(b) All committees pursuant to subdivision (b) or 
(c) of Section 82013 shall file campaign reports each 
year no later than July 31 for the period ending June 
30, and no later than January 31 for the period ending 
December 31, if they have made contributions or 
independent expenditures, including payments to a 
slate mailer organization, during the six-month period 
before the closing date of the reports.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 20. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84200.5. Preelection Reports. 
(a) In addition to the semiannual campaign 

reports required by Section 84200, the following 
elected officers, candidates, and committees shall file 
preelection reports under Section 84200.8:

(1) All candidates appearing on the ballot at the 
next election, their controlled committees, and 
committees primarily formed to support or oppose an 
elected officer, candidate, or measure appearing on the 
ballot for the next election.

(2) All elected state officers and candidates for 
elective state office who are not appearing on the 
ballot at the next state primary or general election, and 
who, during the preelection reporting periods covered 
by Section 84200.8, make contributions or 
independent expenditures totaling five hundred dollars 
($500) or more to a state or county general purpose 
committee, or to support or oppose a candidate or 
measure appearing on the ballot at the next state 
primary or general election.
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(3) A state or county general purpose committee 
formed pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 82013, 
other than a political party committee as defined in 
Section 85205, that, during the preelection reporting 
periods covered by Section 84200.8, makes 
contributions or independent expenditures totaling 
five hundred dollars ($500) or more to a state or county 
general purpose committee, or to support or oppose a 
candidate or measure appearing on the ballot at the 
next state primary or general election. However, a 
state or county general purpose committee formed 
pursuant to subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013 is 
not required to file the preelection reports specified in 
Section 84200.8.

(4) A political party committee as defined in 
Section 85205 that, during the preelection reporting 
periods covered by Section 84200.8, receives 
contributions totaling one thousand dollars ($1,000) or 
more, or makes contributions or independent 
expenditures totaling five hundred dollars ($500) or 
more, to a state or county general purpose committee, 
or to support or oppose a candidate or measure 
appearing on the ballot at a state election.

(5) A city general purpose committee formed 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 82013 that, 
during the preelection reporting periods covered by 
Section 84200.8, makes contributions or independent 
expenditures totaling five hundred dollars ($500) or 
more to a city general purpose committee formed 
within the same jurisdiction, or to support or oppose a 
candidate or measure appearing on the ballot at the 
next city election. However, a city general purpose 
committee formed pursuant to subdivision (b) or (c) of 
Section 82013 is not required to file the preelection 
reports specified in Section 84200.8.

(b) During an election period for the Board of 
Administration of the Public Employees’ Retirement 
System or the Teachers’ Retirement Board, the 
following candidates and committees shall file the 
preelection reports specified in Section 84200.9:

(1) All candidates for these boards, their 
controlled committees, and committees primarily 
formed to support or oppose the candidates.

(2) A state or county general purpose committee 
formed pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 82013 
that, during the preelection reporting periods covered 
by Section 84200.9, makes contributions or 
independent expenditures totaling five hundred dollars 
($500) or more to support or oppose a candidate for 
the Board of Administration of the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System or the Teachers’ Retirement 
Board. However, a general purpose committee formed 
pursuant to subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013 is 
not required to file the reports specified in Section 
84200.9.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 21. (AB 808) 

Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84200.8. Timing for Filing Preelection 
Reports.

Preelection reports shall be filed under this 
section as follows:

(a) For the period ending 45 days before the 
election, the report shall be filed no later than 40 days 
before the election.

(b) For the period ending 17 days before the 
election, the report shall be filed no later than 12 days 
before the election.

(c) For runoff elections held within 60 days of the 
qualifying election, an additional preelection report for 
the period ending 17 days before the runoff election 
shall be filed no later than 12 days before the election.

(d) All candidates being voted on in the election 
in connection with which the report is filed, their 
controlled committees, and committees formed 
primarily to support or oppose a candidate or measure 
being voted on in that election shall file the statement 
due 12 days before the election in subdivisions (b) and 
(c) online or electronically, if required or, for a city or 
county committee filing in paper format, by 
guaranteed overnight delivery service or personal 
delivery.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 13) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 22. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84200.9. Time for Filing Preelection 
Reports for Candidates for the Board of 
Administration of the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System and Teachers’ Retirement 
Board.

Preelection reports for an election period for the 
Board of Administration of the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System or the Teachers’ Retirement Board 
shall be filed as follows:

(a) For the period ending five days before the 
beginning of the ballot period, as determined by the 
relevant board, a report shall be filed no later than two 
days before the beginning of the ballot period.

(b) For the period ending five days before the 
deadline to return ballots, as determined by the 
relevant board, a report shall be filed no later than two 
days before the deadline to return ballots.

(c) In the case of a runoff election, for the period 
ending five days before the deadline to return runoff 
ballots, as determined by the relevant board, a report 
shall be filed no later than two days before the deadline 
to return runoff ballots.

(d) All candidates being voted upon, their 
controlled committees, and committees primarily 
formed to support or oppose a candidate being voted 
upon in that election shall file the reports specified in 
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subdivisions (b) and (c) by guaranteed overnight 
delivery service or by personal delivery.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 23. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84202.3. Campaign Reports; Ballot 
Measure Committees.

(a) In addition to the campaign reports required by 
Section 84200, committees pursuant to subdivision (a) 
of Section 82013 that are primarily formed to support 
or oppose the qualification, passage, or defeat of a 
measure and proponents of a state ballot measure who 
control a committee formed or existing primarily to 
support the qualification, passage, or defeat of a state 
ballot measure, shall file campaign reports on the 
following dates:

(1) No later than April 30 for the period January 1 
through March 31.

(2) No later than October 31 for the period July 1 
through September 30.

(b) This section does not apply to a committee 
during any semiannual period in which the committee 
is required to file preelection reports pursuant to 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 
84200.5.

(c) This section does not apply to a committee 
following the election at which the measure is voted 
upon unless the committee makes contributions or 
expenditures to support or oppose the qualification or 
passage of another ballot measure.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 24. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84202.7. Time for Filing by Committees of 
Odd-Numbered Year Reports.

During an odd-numbered year, any committee by 
virtue of Section 82013 that makes contributions 
totaling ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or more to 
elected state officers, their controlled committees, or 
committees primarily formed to support or oppose any 
elected state officer during a period specified below 
shall file campaign reports on the following dates:

(a) No later than April 30 for the period of January 
1 through March 31.

(b) No later than October 31 for the period of July 
1 through September 30.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 25. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84203. Late Contribution; Reports.
(a) Each candidate or committee that makes or 

receives a late contribution, as defined in Section 
82036, shall report the late contribution to each office 
with which the candidate or committee is required to 

file its next campaign report pursuant to Section 
84215.

(1) The candidate or committee that makes the 
late contribution shall report the candidate or 
committee’s full name and street address and the full 
name and street address of the person to whom the late 
contribution has been made, the office sought if the 
recipient is a candidate, or the ballot measure number 
or letter if the recipient is a committee primarily 
formed to support or oppose a ballot measure, and the 
date and amount of the late contribution.

(2) The recipient of the late contribution shall 
report the recipient’s full name and street address, the 
date and amount of the late contribution, whether the 
contribution was a monetary contribution, in-kind 
contribution of goods or services, or a loan, the 
cumulative amount of contributions, and whether the 
contribution was for the primary, general, or other 
election, if required. The recipient shall also report the 
full name of the contributor, the contributor’s street 
address, occupation, and the name of the contributor’s 
employer, or, if self-employed, the name of the 
business.

(b) A late contribution shall be reported within 24 
hours of the time it is made in the case of the candidate 
or committee that makes the contribution and within 
24 hours of the time it is received in the case of the 
recipient. A late contribution shall be reported online 
or electronically, if required, or for a city or county 
committee filing in paper format, by email, guaranteed 
overnight delivery, or personal delivery. If a late 
contribution is required to be reported to the Secretary 
of State, the report to the Secretary of State shall be by 
online or electronic transmission only. A late 
contribution shall be reported on subsequent campaign 
reports without regard to reports filed pursuant to this 
section.

(c) A late contribution need not be reported nor 
shall it be deemed accepted if it is not cashed, 
negotiated, or deposited and is returned to the 
contributor within 24 hours of its receipt.

(d) A report filed pursuant to this section shall be 
in addition to any other campaign report required to be 
filed by this chapter.

(e) The report required pursuant to this section is 
not required to be filed by a candidate or committee 
that has disclosed the late contribution pursuant to 
subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 85309.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 161) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 26. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section (as numbered 84201) was added on June 4, 1974, 
by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84204.   Late Independent Expenditures; 
Reports.

(a) A committee that makes a late independent 
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expenditure, as defined in Section 82036.5, shall 
report the late independent expenditure within 24 
hours of the time it is made. A late independent 
expenditure shall be reported online or electronically, 
if required, or if filing in a paper format, by email, 
guaranteed overnight delivery, or personal delivery. If 
a late independent expenditure is required to be 
reported to the Secretary of State, the report to the 
Secretary of State shall be by online or electronic 
transmission only. A late independent expenditure 
shall be reported on subsequent campaign reports 
without regard to reports filed pursuant to this section.

(b) A committee that makes a late independent 
expenditure shall report its full name and street 
address, as well as the name, office, and district of the 
candidate if the report is related to a candidate, or if 
the report is related to a measure, the number or letter 
of the measure, whether the expenditure was made to 
support or oppose the candidate or ballot measure, the 
jurisdiction in which the measure is to be voted upon, 
and the amount and the date, as well as a description 
of goods or services for which the late independent 
expenditure was made. In addition to the information 
required by this subdivision, a committee that makes a 
late independent expenditure shall include with its late 
independent expenditure report the information 
required by paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of 
subdivision (f) of Section 84211, covering the period 
from the day after the closing date of the last campaign 
report filed to the date of the late independent 
expenditure, or if the committee has not previously 
filed a campaign report, covering the period from the 
previous January 1 to the date of the late independent 
expenditure. Information required by paragraphs (1) to 
(5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 that 
is required to be reported with a late independent 
expenditure report by this subdivision is not required 
to be reported on more than one late independent 
expenditure report.

(c) A committee that makes a late independent 
expenditure shall file a late independent expenditure 
report in the places where it would be required to file 
campaign reports under this article as if it were formed 
or existing primarily to support or oppose the 
candidate or measure for or against which it is making 
the late independent expenditure.

(d) A report filed pursuant to this section shall be 
in addition to any other campaign report required to be 
filed by this article.

(e) Expenditures that have been disclosed by 
candidates and committees pursuant to Section 85500 
are not required to be disclosed pursuant to this 
section.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 15) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 27. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 

Note: This section (as numbered 84202) was added on June 4, 1974, 
by initiative Prop. 9. It was amended by Stats. 2000, Ch. 102, which 
was approved in Prop. 34 on Nov. 7, 2000.

§ 84204.5. Ballot Measure Contributions 
and Expenditures; Reports. 

(a) In addition to any other report required by this 
title, a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 that is required to file reports pursuant 
to Section 84605 shall file online or electronically with 
the Secretary of State each time it makes contributions 
totaling five thousand dollars ($5,000) or more or each 
time it makes independent expenditures totaling five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more to support or oppose 
the qualification or passage of a single state ballot 
measure. The report shall be filed within 10 business 
days of making the contributions or independent 
expenditures and shall contain all of the following:

(1) The full name, street address, and 
identification number of the committee.

(2) The number or letter of the measure if the 
measure has qualified for the ballot and has been 
assigned a number or letter; the title of the measure if 
the measure has not been assigned a number or letter 
but has been issued a title by the Attorney General; or 
the subject of the measure if the measure has not been 
assigned a number or letter and has not been issued a 
title by the Attorney General.

(3) In the case of a contribution, the date and 
amount of the contribution and the name, address, and 
identification number of the committee to whom the 
contribution was made. In addition, the report shall 
include the information required by paragraphs (1) to 
(5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211, 
regarding contributions or loans received from a 
person described in that subdivision, covering the 
period from the day after the closing date of the last 
campaign report filed to the date of the contribution 
requiring a report under this section, or if the 
committee has not previously filed a campaign report, 
covering the period from the previous January 1 to the 
date of the contribution requiring a report under this 
section. The information described in paragraphs (1) 
to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 
that is required to be reported pursuant to this 
subdivision is not required to be reported in more than 
one report provided for in this subdivision for each 
contribution or loan received from a person described 
in subdivision (f) of Section 84211.

(4) In the case of an independent expenditure, the 
date, amount, and a description of the goods or 
services for which the expenditure was made. In 
addition, the report shall include the information 
required by paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of 
subdivision (f) of Section 84211 regarding 
contributions or loans received from a person 
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described in that subdivision, covering the period from 
the day after the closing date of the last campaign 
report filed to the date of the expenditure, or if the 
committee has not previously filed a campaign report, 
covering the period from the previous January 1 to the 
date of the expenditure. The information described in 
paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of 
Section 84211 that is required to be reported pursuant 
to this subdivision is not required to be reported in 
more than one report provided for in this subdivision 
for each contribution or loan received from a person 
described in subdivision (f) of Section 84211.

(b) In addition to any other report required by this 
title, a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 shall file a report each time it makes 
contributions totaling five thousand dollars ($5,000) or 
more or independent expenditures aggregating five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more to support or oppose 
the qualification of a single local initiative or 
referendum ballot measure. A committee that is 
required to file a report under this subdivision shall file 
the report in the places where it would be required to 
file campaign reports under this article as if it were 
formed or existing primarily to support or oppose the 
local initiative or referendum ballot measure. The 
report shall be filed within 10 business days of 
reaching the aggregate dollar threshold and shall 
contain all of the following:

(1) The full name, street address, and 
identification number of the committee.

(2) The name or subject of the measure.
(3) In the case of an independent expenditure, the 

date, amount, and a description of the goods or 
services for which the expenditure was made. In the 
case of a contribution, the date and amount of the 
contribution and the name, address, and identification 
number of the committee to which the contribution 
was made. In addition, the report shall include the 
information required by paragraphs (1) to (5), 
inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 
regarding contributions or loans received from a 
person described in that subdivision, covering the 
period from the day after the closing date of the last 
campaign report filed to the date of the contribution or 
expenditure, or if the committee has not previously 
filed a campaign report, covering the period from the 
previous January 1 to the date of the contribution or 
expenditure. The information described in paragraphs 
(1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 
84211 that is required to be reported pursuant to this 
subdivision is not required to be reported in more than 
one report provided for in this subdivision for each 
contribution or loan received from a person described 
in subdivision (f) of Section 84211.

(c) Reports required by this section are not 
required to be filed by a committee primarily formed 

to support or oppose the qualification or passage of a 
state ballot measure or the qualification of a local 
initiative or referendum ballot measure for 
expenditures made on behalf of the ballot measure or 
measures for which it is formed.

(d) Independent expenditures that have been 
disclosed by a committee pursuant to Section 84204 or 
85500 are not required to be disclosed pursuant to this 
section.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 16) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 28. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84205. Combination of Reports.
The commission may, by regulation or written 

advice, permit candidates and committees to combine 
campaign reports when filing as required by this title.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 29. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84206. Candidates Who Receive or Spend 
Less Than $2,000.

(a) The commission shall provide by regulation 
for a short form for filing reports required by this 
article for candidates or officeholders who receive 
contributions of less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000), and who make expenditures of less than two 
thousand dollars ($2,000), in a calendar year.

(b) For the purposes of this section, in calculating 
whether two thousand dollars ($2,000) in expenditures 
have been made, payments for a filing fee or for a 
statement of qualification shall not be included if these 
payments have been made from the candidate’s 
personal funds.

(c) Every candidate or officeholder who has filed 
a short form pursuant to subdivision (a), and who 
thereafter receives contributions or makes 
expenditures totaling two thousand dollars ($2,000) or 
more in a calendar year, shall send written notification 
to the Secretary of State, the local filing officer, and 
each candidate contending for the same office within 
48 hours of receiving or expending a total of two 
thousand dollars ($2,000). The written notification 
shall revoke the previously filed short form statement.
History: Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 364, Sec. 12. (AB 594) 
Effective January 1, 2016. Conditionally repealed pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84207. County Central Committee 
Candidates Who Receive or Spend Less Than 
$2,000.

(a) An elected member of, or a candidate for 
election to, a county central committee of a qualified 
political party who receives contributions of less than 
two thousand dollars ($2,000) and who makes 
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expenditures of less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000) in a calendar year shall not be required to file 
any campaign reports required by this title.

(b) Notwithstanding Sections 81009.5 and 81013, 
a local government agency shall not impose any filing 
requirements on an elected member of, or a candidate 
for election to, a county central committee of a 
qualified political party who receives contributions of 
less than two thousand dollars ($2,000) and who 
makes expenditures of less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000) in a calendar year.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 31. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84209. Consolidated Reports.
A candidate or state measure proponent and any 

committee or committees which the candidate or a 
state measure proponent controls may file 
consolidated campaign reports under this chapter. 
Such consolidated reports shall be filed in each place 
each of the committees and the candidate or state 
measure proponent would be required to file campaign 
reports if separate reports were filed.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 32. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84211. Contents of Campaign Report. 
Each campaign report required by Sections 84200 

and 84200.5 shall contain all of the following 
information:

(a) The total amount of contributions received 
during the period covered by the campaign report and 
the total cumulative amount of contributions received.

(b) The total amount of expenditures made during 
the period covered by the campaign report and the total 
cumulative amount of expenditures made.

(c) The total amount of contributions received 
during the period covered by the campaign report from 
persons who have given a cumulative amount of one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more.

(d) The total amount of contributions received 
during the period covered by the campaign report from 
persons who have given a cumulative amount of less 
than one hundred dollars ($100).

(e) The balance of cash and cash equivalents on 
hand at the beginning and the end of the period 
covered by the campaign report.

(f) If the cumulative amount of contributions 
(including loans) received from a person is one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more and a contribution or 
loan has been received from that person during the 
period covered by the campaign report, all of the 
following:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.
(3) That person’s occupation.
(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if 

self-employed, the name of the business.
(5) The date and amount received for each 

contribution received during the period covered by the 
campaign report and whether the contribution was 
made in the form of a monetary contribution, in-kind 
contribution of goods or services, or a loan.

(6) The cumulative amount of contributions.
(g) If the cumulative amount of loans received 

from or made to a person is one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more, and a loan has been received from or made to 
a person during the period covered by the campaign 
report, or is outstanding during the period covered by 
the campaign report, all of the following:

(1) That person’s full name.
(2) That person’s street address.
(3) That person’s occupation.
(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if 

self-employed, the name of the business.
(5) The original date and amount of each loan.
(6) The due date and interest rate of the loan.
(7) The cumulative payment made or received to 

date at the end of the reporting period.
(8) The balance outstanding at the end of the 

reporting period.
(9) The cumulative amount of contributions.
(h) For each person, other than the filer, who is 

directly, indirectly, or contingently liable for 
repayment of a loan received or outstanding during the 
period covered by the campaign report, all of the 
following:

(1) That person’s full name.
(2) That person’s street address.
(3) That person’s occupation.
(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if 

self-employed, the name of the business.
(5) The amount that person’s maximum liability 

outstanding.
(i) The total amount of expenditures made during 

the period covered by the campaign report to persons 
who have received one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more.

(j) The total amount of expenditures made during 
the period covered by the campaign report to persons 
who have received less than one hundred dollars 
($100).

(k) For each person to whom an expenditure of 
one hundred dollars ($100) or more has been made 
during the period covered by the campaign report, all 
of the following:

(1) That person’s full name.
(2) That person’s street address.
(3) The date and amount of each expenditure.
(4) A brief description of the consideration for 
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which each expenditure was made.
(5) In the case of an expenditure which is a 

contribution to a candidate, elected officer, or 
committee or an independent expenditure to support or 
oppose a candidate or measure, in addition to the 
information required in paragraphs (1) to (4), 
inclusive, the date of the contribution or independent 
expenditure, the cumulative amount of contributions 
made to a candidate, elected officer, or committee, or 
the cumulative amount of independent expenditures 
made relative to a candidate or measure; the full name 
of the candidate, and the office and district for which 
the candidate seeks nomination or election, or the 
number or letter of the measure; and the jurisdiction in 
which the measure or candidate is voted upon.

(6) The information required in paragraphs (1) to 
(4), inclusive, for each person, if different from the 
payee, who has provided consideration for an 
expenditure of five hundred dollars ($500) or more 
during the period covered by the campaign report.

For purposes of subdivisions (i), (j), and (k) only, 
the terms “expenditure” or “expenditures” mean any 
individual payment or accrued expense, unless it is 
clear from surrounding circumstances that a series of 
payments or accrued expenses are for a single service 
or product.

(l) In the case of a controlled committee, an 
official committee of a political party, or an 
organization formed or existing primarily for political 
purposes, the amount and source of any miscellaneous 
receipt.

(m) If a committee is listed pursuant to 
subdivision (f), (g), (h), (k), (l), or (p), the number 
assigned to the committee by the Secretary of State 
shall be listed, or, if a number has not been assigned, 
the full name and street address of the treasurer of the 
committee.

(n) In a campaign report filed by a candidate who 
is a candidate in both a state primary and general 
election, such a candidate’s controlled committee, or a 
committee primarily formed to support or oppose such 
a candidate, the total amount of contributions received 
and the total amount of expenditures made for the 
period of January 1 through June 30 and the total 
amount of contributions received and expenditures 
made for the period of July 1 through December 31.

(o) The full name, residential or business address, 
email address, and telephone number of the filer, or, in 
the case of a campaign report filed by a committee 
defined by subdivision (a) of Section 82013, the name, 
street address, email address, and telephone number of 
the committee and of the committee treasurer. In the 
case of a committee defined by subdivision (b) or (c) 
of Section 82013, the name that the filer uses on 
campaign reports shall be the name by which the filer 
is identified for other legal purposes or any name by 

which the filer is commonly known to the public.
(p) A contribution need not be reported nor shall 

it be deemed accepted if it is not cashed, negotiated, or 
deposited and is returned to the contributor before the 
closing date of the campaign report on which the 
contribution would otherwise be reported.

(q) If a committee primarily formed for the 
qualification or support of, or opposition to, an 
initiative or ballot measure is required to report an 
expenditure to a business entity pursuant to 
subdivision (k) and 50 percent or more of the business 
entity is owned by a candidate or person controlling 
the committee, by an officer or employee of the 
committee, or by a spouse of any of these individuals, 
the committee’s campaign report shall also contain, in 
addition to the information required by subdivision 
(k), that person’s name, the relationship of that person 
to the committee, and a description of that person’s 
ownership interest or position with the business entity.

(r) If a committee primarily formed for the 
qualification or support of, or opposition to, an 
initiative or ballot measure is required to report an 
expenditure to a business entity pursuant to 
subdivision (k), and a candidate or person controlling 
the committee, an officer or employee of the 
committee, or a spouse of any of these individuals is 
an officer, partner, consultant, or employee of the 
business entity, the committee’s campaign report shall 
also contain, in addition to the information required by 
subdivision (k), that person’s name, the relationship of 
that person to the committee, and a description of that 
person’s ownership interest or position with the 
business entity.

(s) If the campaign report is filed by a committee, 
as defined in subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013, 
information sufficient to identify the nature and 
interests of the filer, including:

(1) If the filer is an individual, the name and 
address of the filer’s employer, if any, or the filer’s 
principal place of business if the filer is self-employed, 
and a description of the business activity in which the 
filer or the filer’s employer is engaged.

(2) If the filer is a business entity, a description of 
the business activity in which it is engaged.

(3) If the filer is an industry, trade, or professional 
association, a description of the industry, trade, or 
profession which it represents, including a specific 
description of any portion or faction of the industry, 
trade, or profession which the association exclusively 
or primarily represents.

(4) If the filer is not an individual, business entity, 
or industry, trade, or professional association, a 
statement of the person’s nature and purposes, 
including a description of any industry, trade, 
profession, or other group with a common economic 
interest which the person principally represents or 
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from which its membership or financial support is 
principally derived.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 163) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 33. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 4, 1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84212. Reporting of Loans.
The disclosures for the reporting of loan 

information required by this chapter shall provide for 
the reporting of loans and similar transactions in a 
manner that does not result in substantial 
overstatement or understatement of total contributions 
and expenditures.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 34. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84213. Verification.
(a) A candidate or state measure proponent shall 

verify the candidate’s or proponent’s campaign report 
and the campaign report of each committee subject to 
the candidate or state measure proponent’s control. 
The verification shall be in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 81004 except that it shall state 
that to the best of the candidate or state measure 
proponent’s knowledge the treasurer of each 
controlled committee used all reasonable diligence in 
the preparation of the committee’s report. This section 
does not relieve the treasurer of any committee from 
the obligation to verify each campaign report filed by 
the committee pursuant to Section 81004.

(b) A committee reporting an independent 
expenditure on a preelection or semiannual campaign 
report shall verify all of the following:

“I have not received any unreported contributions 
or reimbursements to make these independent 
expenditures. I have not coordinated any expenditure 
made during this reporting period with the candidate 
or the opponent of the candidate who is the subject of 
the expenditure, with the proponent or the opponent of 
the state measure that is the subject of the expenditure, 
or with the agents of the candidate or the opponent of 
the candidate or the state measure proponent or 
opponent.”
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 165) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 35. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section (as numbered 84209) was added on June 4, 1974, 
by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84214. Termination. 
Committees and candidates shall terminate their 

filing obligation pursuant to regulations adopted by the 
commission which insure that a committee or 
candidate will have no activity which must be 

disclosed pursuant to this chapter subsequent to the 
termination. Such regulations shall not require the 
filing of any campaign reports other than those 
required by this chapter. In no case shall a committee 
which qualifies solely under subdivision (b) or (c) of 
Section 82013 be required to file any notice of its 
termination.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 36. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84215. Campaign Reports; Where to File.
Campaign reports shall be filed at the following 

places:
(a) Statewide elected officers, including members 

of the State Board of Equalization; Members of the 
Legislature; Supreme Court justices, court of appeal 
justices, and superior court judges; candidates for 
those offices and their controlled committees; 
committees formed or existing primarily to support or 
oppose these candidates, elected officers, justices and 
judges, or statewide measures, or the qualification of 
state ballot measures; and all state general purpose 
committees and filers not specified in subdivisions (b) 
to (e), inclusive, shall file a campaign report with the 
Secretary of State by online or electronic means, as 
specified in Section 84605.

(b) Elected officers in jurisdictions other than 
legislative districts, State Board of Equalization 
districts, or appellate court districts that contain parts 
of two or more counties, candidates for these offices, 
their controlled committees, and committees formed 
or existing primarily to support or oppose candidates 
or local measures to be voted upon in one of these 
jurisdictions shall file the original and, if the filing is 
in paper format, one copy with the elections official of 
the county with the largest number of registered voters 
in the jurisdiction. Elected officers, candidates for 
these offices, and their controlled committees shall 
also file a copy of their campaign reports with the 
elections official of the county in which the elected 
officer or candidate is domiciled, as defined in 
subdivision (b) of Section 349 of the Elections Code.

(c) County elected officers, candidates for these 
offices, their controlled committees, committees 
formed or existing primarily to support or oppose 
candidates or local measures to be voted upon in any 
number of jurisdictions within one county, other than 
those specified in subdivision (d), and county general 
purpose committees shall file the original and, if the 
filing is in paper format, one copy with the elections 
official of the county.

(d) City elected officers, candidates for city 
office, their controlled committees, committees 
formed or existing primarily to support or oppose 
candidates or local measures to be voted upon in one 
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city, and city general purpose committees shall file the 
original and, if the filing is in paper format, one copy 
with the clerk of the city.

(e) Elected members of the Board of 
Administration of the Public Employees’ Retirement 
System, elected members of the Teachers’ Retirement 
Board, candidates for these offices, their controlled 
committees, and committees formed or existing 
primarily to support or oppose these candidates or 
elected members shall file the original with the 
Secretary of State, and a copy shall be filed at the 
relevant board’s office in Sacramento.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, a committee, candidate, or elected officer is 
not required to file more than the original and one 
copy, or one copy, of a campaign report with any one 
county elections official or city clerk or with the 
Secretary of State.

(g) If a committee is required to file campaign 
reports required by Section 84200 or 84200.5 in places 
designated in subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, it shall 
continue to file these reports in those places, in 
addition to any other places required by this title, until 
the end of the calendar year.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 19) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 37. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84217. Federal Office Candidates; Places 
Filed.

When the Secretary of State receives any 
campaign statement filed pursuant to the federal 
Election Campaign Act, (2 U.S.C.A. Section 431 et 
seq.) the Secretary of State shall send a copy of the 
statement to the following officers:

(a) Statements of candidates for President, Vice 
President or United States Senator and committees 
supporting such candidates—one copy with the 
Registrar-Recorder of Los Angeles County and one 
copy with the Registrar of Voters of the City and 
County of San Francisco;

(b) Statements of candidates for United States 
Representative in Congress and committees 
supporting such candidates—one copy with the clerk 
of the county which contains the largest percentage of 
the registered voters in the election district which the 
candidate or any of the candidates seek nomination or 
election and one copy with the clerk of the county 
within which the candidate resides or in which the 
committee is domiciled, provided that if the committee 
is not domiciled in California the statement shall be 
sent to the Registrar-Recorder of Los Angeles County. 
No more than one copy of each statement need be filed 
with the clerk of any county.
Repealed conditionally by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, on date prescribed 
in Sec. 44 of Ch. 662.

§ 84218. Slate Mailer Organization; 
Campaign Reports.

(a) A slate mailer organization shall file 
semiannual campaign reports no later than July 31 for 
the period ending June 30, and no later than January 
31 for the period ending December 31.

(b) In addition to the semiannual reports required 
by subdivision (a), a slate mailer organization which 
produces a slate mailer supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures being voted on in an election 
shall file the reports specified in Section 84200.8 if, 
during the period covered by the preelection report, the 
slate mailer organization receives payments totaling 
five hundred dollars ($500) or more from any person 
for the support of or opposition to candidates or ballot 
measures in one or more slate mailers, or expends five 
hundred dollars ($500) or more to produce one or more 
slate mailers.

(c) A slate mailer organization shall file two 
copies of its campaign reports with the clerk of the 
county in which it is domiciled. A slate mailer 
organization is domiciled at the address listed on its 
registration unless it is domiciled outside California, 
in which case its domicile shall be deemed to be Los 
Angeles County for purposes of this section.

In addition, slate mailer organizations shall file 
campaign reports as follows:

(1) A slate mailer organization which produces 
one or more slate mailers supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures voted on in a state election, or 
in more than one county, shall file campaign reports in 
the same manner as state general purpose committees 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 84215.

(2) A slate mailer organization which produces 
one or more slate mailers supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures voted on in only one county, 
or in more than one jurisdiction within one county, 
shall file campaign reports in the same manner as 
county general purpose committees pursuant to 
subdivision (c) of Section 84215.

(3) A slate mailer organization which produces 
one or more slate mailers supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures voted on in only one city shall 
file campaign reports in the same manner as city 
general purpose committees pursuant to subdivision 
(d) of Section 84215.

(4) Notwithstanding the above, no slate mailer 
organization shall be required to file more than the 
original and one copy, or two copies, of a campaign 
report with any one county or city clerk or with the 
Secretary of State.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 38. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.
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§ 84219. Slate Mailer Organization; Semi-
Annual Reports; Contents.

Whenever a slate mailer organization is required 
to file campaign reports pursuant to Section 84218, the 
campaign report shall include the following 
information:

(a) The total amount of receipts during the period 
covered by the campaign report and the total 
cumulative amount of receipts. For purposes of this 
section only, “receipts” means payments received by a 
slate mailer organization for production and 
distribution of slate mailers.

(b) The total amount of disbursements made 
during the period covered by the campaign report and 
the total cumulative amount of disbursements. For 
purposes of this section only, “disbursements” means 
payment made by a slate mailer organization for the 
production or distribution of slate mailers.

(c) For each candidate or committee that is a 
source of receipts totaling one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more during the period covered by the campaign 
report:

(1) The name of the candidate or committee, 
identification of the jurisdiction and the office sought 
or ballot measure number or letter, and, if the source 
is a committee, the committee’s identification number, 
street address, and the name of the candidate or 
measure on whose behalf or in opposition to which the 
payment is made.

(2) The date and amount received for each receipt 
totaling one hundred dollars ($100) or more during the 
period covered by the campaign report.

(3) The cumulative amount of receipts on behalf 
of or in opposition to the candidate or measure.

(d) For each person other than a candidate or 
committee who is a source of receipts totaling one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more during the period 
covered by the campaign report:

(1) Identification of the jurisdiction, office or 
ballot measure, and name of the candidate or measure 
on whose behalf or in opposition to which the payment 
was made.

(2) Full name, street address, name of employer, 
or, if self-employed, name of business of the source of 
receipts.

(3) The date and amount received for each receipt 
totaling one hundred dollars ($100) or more during the 
period covered by the campaign report.

(4) The cumulative amount of receipts on behalf 
of or in opposition to the candidate or measure.

(e) For each candidate or ballot measure not 
reported pursuant to subdivision (c) or (d), but who 
was supported or opposed in a slate mailer sent by the 
slate mailer organization during the period covered by 
the report, identification of jurisdiction, office or ballot 
measure, and name of the candidate or measure who 

was supported or opposed.
(f) The total amount of disbursements made 

during the period covered by the campaign report to 
persons who have received one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more.

(g) The total amount of disbursements made 
during the period covered by the campaign report to 
persons who have received less than one hundred 
dollars ($100).

(h) For each person to whom a disbursement of 
one hundred dollars ($100) or more has been made 
during the period covered by the campaign report:

(1) That person’s full name.
(2) That person’s street address.
(3) The date and amount of each disbursement.
(4) A brief description of the consideration for 

which each disbursement was made.
(5) The information required in paragraphs (1) to 

(4), inclusive, for each person, if different from the 
payee, who has provided consideration for a 
disbursement of five hundred dollars ($500) or more 
during the period covered by the campaign report.

(i) Cumulative disbursements, totaling one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or more, made directly or 
indirectly to any person listed in the slate mailer 
organization’s registration. For purposes of this 
subdivision, a disbursement is made indirectly to a 
person if it is intended for the benefit of or use by that 
person or a member of the person’s immediate family, 
or if it is made to a business entity in which the person 
or member of the person’s immediate family is a 
partner, shareholder, owner, director, trustee, officer, 
employee, consultant, or holds any position of 
management or in which the person or member of the 
person’s immediate family has an investment of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or more. This subdivision 
does not apply to any disbursement made to a business 
entity whose securities are publicly traded.

(j) The full name, street address, email address, 
and telephone number of the slate mailer organization 
and of the treasurer.

(k) Whenever a slate mailer organization also 
qualifies as a general purpose committee pursuant to 
Section 82027.5, the campaign report shall include, in 
addition to the information required by this section, the 
information required by Section 84211.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 167) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 39. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84222. Multipurpose Organizations.
(a) For purposes of this title, “multipurpose 

organization” means an organization described in 
Sections 501(c)(3) to 501(c)(10), inclusive, of the 
Internal Revenue Code and that is exempt from 
taxation under Section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue 
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Code, a federal or out-of-state political organization, a 
trade association, a professional association, a civic 
organization, a religious organization, a fraternal 
society, an educational institution, or any other 
association or group of persons acting in concert, that 
is operating for purposes other than making 
contributions or expenditures. “Multipurpose 
organization” does not include a business entity, an 
individual, or a federal candidate’s authorized 
committee, as defined in Section 30101 of Title 52 of 
the United States Code, that is registered and filing 
reports pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act 
of 1971 (Public Law 92-225).

(b) A multipurpose organization that makes 
expenditures or contributions and does not qualify as 
a committee pursuant to subdivision (c) may qualify 
as an independent expenditure committee or major 
donor committee if the multipurpose organization 
satisfies subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013.

(c) Except as provided in subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (5), a multipurpose organization is a 
recipient committee within the meaning of subdivision 
(a) of Section 82013 only under one or more of the 
following circumstances:

(1) The multipurpose organization is a political 
committee registered with the Federal Election 
Commission, except as provided in subdivision (a) of 
this section, or a political committee registered with 
another state, and the multipurpose organization 
makes contributions or expenditures in this state in an 
amount equal to or greater than the amount identified 
in subdivision (a) of Section 82013.

(2) The multipurpose organization solicits and 
receives payments from donors in an amount equal to 
or greater than the amount identified in subdivision (a) 
of Section 82013 for the purpose of making 
contributions or expenditures.

(3) The multipurpose organization accepts 
payments from donors in an amount equal to or greater 
than the amount identified in subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 subject to a condition, agreement, or 
understanding with the donor that all or a portion of 
the payments may be used for making contributions or 
expenditures.

(4) The multipurpose organization has existing 
funds from a donor and a subsequent agreement or 
understanding is reached with the donor that all or a 
portion of the funds may be used for making 
contributions or expenditures in an amount equal to or 
greater than the amount identified in subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013. The date of the subsequent agreement 
or understanding is deemed to be the date of receipt of 
the payment.

(5) The multipurpose organization makes 
contributions or expenditures totaling more than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000) in a period of 12 months or 

more than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) in 
a period of four consecutive calendar years.

(A) A multipurpose organization shall not qualify 
as a committee within the meaning of subdivision (a) 
of Section 82013 pursuant to this paragraph if the 
multipurpose organization makes contributions or 
expenditures using only available nondonor funds. A 
multipurpose organization that makes contributions or 
expenditures with nondonor funds shall briefly 
describe the source of the funds used on its major 
donor or independent expenditure report.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, “nondonor 
funds” means investment income, including capital 
gains, or income earned from providing goods, 
services, or facilities, whether related or unrelated to 
the multipurpose organization’s program, sale of 
assets, or other receipts that are not donations.

(d) A multipurpose organization that is a 
committee pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) 
shall comply with the registration and reporting 
requirements of this chapter, subject to the following:

(1) The multipurpose organization is not required 
to comply with subdivision (k) of Section 84211 for 
contributions and expenditures made to influence 
federal or out-of-state elections, which shall instead be 
reported as a single expenditure and be described as 
such on the campaign report.

(2) A multipurpose organization registered with 
the Federal Election Commission is not subject to 
subdivisions (d) and (f) of Section 84211 but shall 
disclose the total amount of contributions received 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 84211, and shall 
disclose the multipurpose organization’s name and 
identification number registered with the Federal 
Election Commission on the campaign report.

(e) (1) A multipurpose organization that is a 
committee pursuant to paragraph (2), (3), (4), or (5) of 
subdivision (c) shall comply with the registration and 
reporting requirements of this chapter, subject to the 
following, except that if the multipurpose organization 
is the sponsor of a committee as described in 
subdivision (f) it may report required information on 
its sponsored committee report pursuant to subdivision 
(f):

(A) The multipurpose organization shall register 
in the calendar year in which it satisfies any of the 
criteria in subdivision (c). The registration filed 
pursuant to Section 84101 shall indicate that the 
organization is filing pursuant to this section as a 
multipurpose organization and state the organization’s 
nonprofit tax exempt status, if any. The registration 
shall also describe the organization’s mission or most 
significant activities, and describe the organization’s 
political activities. A multipurpose organization may 
comply with the requirement to describe the mission 
or significant activities and political activities by 
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referencing where the organization’s Internal Revenue 
Service Return of Organization Exempt From Income 
Tax form may be accessed.

(B) Except as provided in this subparagraph, the 
registration of a multipurpose organization that meets 
the criteria of paragraph (5) of subdivision (c) shall 
terminate automatically on December 31 of the 
calendar year in which the multipurpose organization 
is registered. The multipurpose organization shall not 
be required to file a semiannual report pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 84200, unless the 
multipurpose organization has undisclosed 
contributions or expenditures to report, in which case 
termination shall occur automatically upon filing the 
semiannual report that is due no later than January 31. 
After the multipurpose organization’s registration has 
terminated, the multipurpose organization’s reporting 
obligations are complete, unless the organization 
qualifies as a committee for purposes of subdivision 
(a) of Section 82013 again in the following calendar 
year pursuant to subdivision (c) of this section. 
Notwithstanding this subdivision, a multipurpose 
organization may elect to remain registered as a 
committee by submitting written notification to the 
Secretary of State prior to the end of the calendar year.

(C) A multipurpose organization shall report all 
contributions received that satisfy the criteria of 
paragraph (2), (3), or (4) of subdivision (c) of this 
section in the manner required by subdivision (f) of 
Section 84211, and for the balance of its contributions 
or expenditures shall further report contributors based 
on a last in, first out accounting method.

(2) A multipurpose organization reporting 
pursuant to this subdivision shall disclose total 
contributions received in an amount equal to the 
multipurpose organization’s total contributions and 
expenditures made in the reporting period. When a 
multipurpose organization reports donors based on the 
last in, first out accounting method, it shall attribute to 
and include the information required by subdivision (f) 
of Section 84211 for any donor who donates one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or more in a calendar year, 
except for the following:

(A) A donor who designates or restricts the 
donation for purposes other than contributions or 
expenditures.

(B) A donor who prohibits the multipurpose 
organization’s use of its donation for contributions or 
expenditures.

(C) A private foundation, as defined by 
subdivision (a) of Section 509 of the Internal Revenue 
Code, that provides a grant that does not constitute a 
taxable expenditure for purposes of paragraph (1) or 
(2) of subdivision (d) of Section 4945 of the Internal 
Revenue Code.

(3) A multipurpose organization that qualifies as 

a committee pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision 
(c) shall not be required to include contributions or 
expenditures made in a prior calendar year on the 
reports filed for the calendar year in which the 
multipurpose organization qualifies as a committee.

(4) If a multipurpose organization qualifies as a 
committee solely pursuant to paragraph (5) of 
subdivision (c) and the committee is required to report 
donors based on a last in, first out accounting method 
pursuant to paragraph (1), the multipurpose 
organization shall not be required to disclose donor 
information for a donation received by the 
multipurpose organization prior to July 1, 2014. This 
paragraph shall not apply with respect to a donation 
made by a donor who knew that the multipurpose 
organization would use the donation to support or 
oppose a candidate or ballot measure in the state by 
requesting that the donation be used for that purpose 
or by making the donation in response to a message or 
solicitation indicating the multipurpose organization’s 
intent to use the donation for that purpose.

(5) A contributor identified and reported in the 
manner provided in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) 
that is a multipurpose organization and receives 
contributions that satisfy the criteria in subdivision (c) 
shall be subject to the requirements of this subdivision.

(6) The commission shall adopt regulations 
establishing notice requirements and reasonable filing 
deadlines for donors reported as contributors based on 
the last in, first out accounting method.

(f) A multipurpose organization that is the 
sponsor of a committee as defined in Section 82048.7, 
that is a membership organization, that makes all of its 
contributions and expenditures from funds derived 
from dues, assessments, fees, and similar payments 
that do not exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per 
calendar year from a single source, and that elects to 
report its contributions and expenditures on its 
sponsored committee’s campaign report pursuant to 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) shall report as 
follows:

(1) The sponsored committee shall report all 
contributions and expenditures made from the 
sponsor’s treasury funds on reports filed by the 
committee. The sponsor shall use a last in, first out 
accounting method and disclose the information 
required by subdivision (f) of Section 84211 for any 
person who pays dues, assessments, fees, or similar 
payments of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more to 
the sponsor’s treasury funds in a calendar year and 
shall disclose all contributions and expenditures made, 
as required by subdivision (k) of Section 84211, on the 
sponsored committee’s campaign reports.

(2) The sponsored committee shall report all other 
contributions and expenditures in support of the 
committee by the sponsor, its intermediate units, and 
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the members of those entities. A sponsoring 
organization makes contributions and expenditures in 
support of its sponsored committee when it provides 
the committee with money from its treasury funds, 
with the exception of establishment or administrative 
costs. With respect to dues, assessments, fees, and 
similar payments channeled through the sponsor or an 
intermediate unit to a sponsored committee, the 
original source of the dues, assessments, fees, and 
similar payments is the contributor.

(3) A responsible officer of the sponsor, as well as 
the treasurer of the sponsored committee, shall verify 
the committee’s campaign report pursuant to Section 
81004.

(g) For purposes of this section, “last in, first out 
accounting method” means an accounting method by 
which contributions and expenditures are attributed to 
the multipurpose organization’s contributors in 
reverse chronological order beginning with the most 
recent of its contributors or, if there are any prior 
contributions or expenditures, beginning with the most 
recent contributor for which unattributed contributions 
remain.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 40. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84223. Top Ten Contributor Lists.
(a) For a committee primarily formed to support 

or oppose a state ballot measure or state candidate that 
raises one million dollars ($1,000,000) or more for an 
election, the Secretary of State shall maintain an 
accurate list of the committee’s top 10 contributors, as 
specified by Commission regulations. The list shall be 
based on the filer’s campaign reports. A current list of 
the top 10 contributors shall be posted on the Secretary 
of State’s internet website, as provided in subdivision 
(c).

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (4), the 
list of top 10 contributors shall identify the names of 
the 10 persons who have made the largest cumulative 
contributions to the committee, the total amount of 
each person’s contributions, the city and state of the 
person, the person’s committee identification number, 
if any, and any other information deemed necessary by 
the Commission. If any of the top 10 contributors 
identified on the list are committees pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 82013, the Commission 
may require, by regulation, that the list also identify 
the top 10 contributors to those contributing 
committees.

(2) (A) For a committee primarily formed to 
support or oppose a state ballot measure, the 
cumulative amount of contributions received by the 
committee from a person for the period beginning 12 
months prior to the date the committee made its first 

expenditure to qualify, support, or oppose the measure 
and ending with the current date shall be counted.

(B) For a committee primarily formed to support 
or oppose a state candidate, the cumulative amount of 
contributions received by the committee from a person 
for the primary and general elections combined shall 
be counted.

(3) The aggregation rules of Section 82015.5 and 
any implementing regulations adopted by the 
Commission shall apply in identifying the persons 
who have made the top 10 cumulative contributions to 
a committee.

(4) A person who makes contributions to a 
committee in a cumulative amount of less than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) shall not be identified or 
disclosed as a top 10 contributor to a committee 
pursuant to this section.

(c) (1) The Commission shall adopt regulations to 
govern the manner in which the Secretary of State 
shall display top 10 contributor lists maintained for a 
committee that is subject to this section, and the 
Secretary of State shall post the top 10 contributor lists 
on its internet website in the manner prescribed by 
those regulations.

(2) A committee’s top 10 contributor list shall be 
updated when any of the following occurs:

(A) A new person qualifies as a top 10 contributor 
to the committee.

(B) A person who is an existing top 10 contributor 
makes additional contributions to the committee.

(C) A change occurs that alters the relative 
ranking order of the top 10 contributors.

(3) The 10 persons who have made the largest 
cumulative contributions to a committee shall be listed 
in order from largest contribution amount to smallest 
amount. If two or more contributors of identical 
amounts meet the threshold for inclusion in the list of 
top 10 contributors, the order of disclosure shall be 
made beginning with the most recent contributor of 
that amount.

(4) The Secretary of State shall post or update a 
top 10 contributor list within five business days or, 
during the 16 days before the election, within 48 hours 
of receiving data of a contributor qualifying for the list 
or of any change to the list.

(d) In addition to any other lists that the Secretary 
of State is required to post on its internet website, the 
Secretary of State shall compile, maintain, and display 
on its internet website a current list of the top 10 
contributors supporting and opposing each state ballot 
measure, as prescribed by Commission regulations.

(e) This section shall not become operative until 
the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602 of the Government 
Code.
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History: Amended (as added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 312, Sec. 13) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 41. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84224. Behested Payment Disclosure.
(a) A behested payment described in subdivision 

(b) shall be reported within 30 days following the date 
on which the payment or payments equal or exceed 
five thousand dollars ($5,000) in the aggregate from 
the same source in the same calendar year in which 
they are made. The report shall be filed by the 
behesting officer or member of the Public Utilities 
Commission with the officer’s or member’s agency 
and is a public record subject to inspection and 
copying pursuant to Section 81008. The report shall 
contain all of the following information: name of 
payor; address of payor; amount of the payment or 
payments; date or dates the payment or payments were 
made; the name and address of the payee; a brief 
description of the goods or services provided or 
purchased, if any; and a description of the specific 
purpose or event for which the payment or payments 
were made. Once the five-thousand-dollar ($5,000) 
aggregate threshold from a single source has been 
reached for a calendar year, all payments for the 
calendar year made by that source shall be disclosed 
within 30 days after the date the threshold was reached 
or the payment was made, whichever occurs later. 
Within 30 days after receipt of the report, state 
agencies, including the Public Utilities Commission, 
shall forward a copy of these reports to the Fair 
Political Practices Commission, and local agencies 
shall forward a copy of these reports to the officer with 
whom elected officers of that agency file their 
campaign reports.

(b) The reporting requirement imposed by this 
section applies to a behested payment that satisfies 
each of the following:

(1) The payment is made at the behest of an 
elected officer or member of the Public Utilities 
Commission.

(2) The behesting elected officer or member of the 
Public Utilities Commission does not provide full and 
adequate consideration in exchange for the payment.

(3) The payment is made principally for a 
legislative, governmental, or charitable purpose.

(4) If made principally for a legislative or 
governmental purpose, the payment is made by a 
person other than a state, local, or federal 
governmental agency.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a report 
is not required if the payment results from an officer 
or member of the Public Utilities Commission making 
a public appeal for payment by any of the following 
means:

(A) Television.

(B) Radio.
(C) Billboard.
(D) A public message on an online platform.
(E) A public speech, unless the speech is given at 

an event that the officer or member knows is being 
held for the purpose of raising funds for the recipient 
organization and any of the following apply:

(i) The officer or member consents in advance to 
be a speaker.

(ii) The officer or member consents to be featured 
in a solicitation.

(iii) The officer or member publicly solicits 
contributions to the recipient organization.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply if either of the 
following conditions is satisfied:

(A) The payee organization is not a governmental 
agency and the elected officer or member of the Public 
Utilities Commission knows that they, or a member of 
their immediate family, campaign staff, or 
officeholder staff, holds a position, including any of 
the following, with that payee organization:

(i) Any position with decisionmaking capacity 
within the organization, such as a board member or 
executive officer position.

(ii) Salaried employment at the organization.
(iii) Status as a founding member of the 

organization.
(iv) A position on an honorary or advisory board 

of the organization.
(B) The behesting officer or member of the Public 

Utilities Commission knows, within two years of the 
payment, that a specific payment was made in 
response to the officer or member’s public appeal.

(3) If an officer or member of the Public Utilities 
Commission does not know at the time that a payment 
was made in response to their public appeal, the 
deadline described in subdivision (a) shall commence 
on the date that the officer or member first learns that 
the payment was made in response to that public 
appeal.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 551, Sec. 1.5. (SB 760) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Operative pursuant to Sec. 2 of Stats. 
2025, Ch. 551.

§ 84226. Electronic Filing for Elected Local 
Government Officers and Candidates for Elective 
Local Government Office.
(a) This section applies to any elected local 

government officer or candidate for elective local 
government office who meets both of the following 
criteria:

(1) The officer or candidate is required to file a 
report or other document required by this chapter, with 
their local filing officer or otherwise, but whose filing 
requirements do not include filing with the Secretary 
of State.
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(2) The officer or candidate has received 
campaign contributions to support their candidacy for 
office in an upcoming election that equal or exceed 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, and 
subject to paragraph (2) of this subdivision and 
subdivisions (c) and (d), an elected local government 
officer or candidate for elective local government 
office specified in subdivision (a) shall, in addition to 
filing with any other person required by this title, file 
a copy of a report or other document specified in 
Section 84200, 84200.5, 84203, or 84204 online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State through the 
online filing and disclosure system specified in 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.

(2) An elected local government officer or 
candidate for elective local government office 
specified in subdivision (a) is required to file a copy of 
a report or other document online or electronically 
with the Secretary of State pursuant to paragraph (1) 
only if the persons specified in subdivisions (a) and (e) 
of Section 84215 are also required to file that same 
category of report or other document online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State.

(c) By the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Legislature in 
compliance with Section 9795 that specifies the 
changes to that system, if any, that are required to 
accommodate filings by local officers and candidates 
pursuant to this section. The report shall include a date 
by which the Secretary of State expects to certify that 
those changes have been made. In preparing this 
report, the Secretary of State shall consult with the Fair 
Political Practices Commission and the Department of 
Technology.

(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall become 
operative on the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies that the changes specified 
in the report described in subdivision (c) have been 
made.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 43. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84252. Campaign Reporting.
A committee primarily formed to support or 

oppose a LAFCO proposal shall file all reports 
required under this chapter except that, in lieu of the 
reports required by Sections 84200 and 84202.3, the 
committee shall file monthly campaign reports from 
the time circulation of a petition begins until a measure 
is placed on the ballot or, if a measure is not placed on 
the ballot, until the committee is terminated pursuant 

to Section 84214. The committee shall file an original 
and one copy of each report on the 15th day of each 
calendar month, covering the prior calendar month, 
with the clerk of the county in which the measure may 
be voted on. If the petition results in a measure that is 
placed on the ballot, the committee thereafter shall file 
campaign reports required by this chapter.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 44. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84300. Cash and In-Kind Contributions; 
Cash Expenditures.

(a) No contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more shall be made or received in cash.

A cash contribution shall not be deemed received 
if it is not negotiated or deposited and is returned to 
the contributor before the closing date of the campaign 
report on which the contribution would otherwise be 
reported. If a cash contribution, other than a late 
contribution, as defined in Section 82036, is 
negotiated or deposited, it shall not be deemed 
received if it is refunded within 72 hours of receipt. In 
the case of a late contribution, as defined in Section 
82036, it shall not be deemed received if it is returned 
to the contributor within 48 hours of receipt.

(b) No expenditure of one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more shall be made in cash.

(c) No contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) 
or more other than an in-kind contribution shall be 
made unless in the form of a written instrument 
containing the name of the donor and the name of the 
payee and drawn from the account of the donor or the 
intermediary, as defined in Section 84302.

(d) The value of all in-kind contributions of one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more shall be reported in 
writing to the recipient upon the request in writing of 
the recipient.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 45. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84302. Contributions by Intermediary or 
Agent.

A person shall not make a contribution on behalf 
of another, or while acting as the intermediary or agent 
of another, without disclosing to the recipient of the 
contribution both that person’s own full name and 
street address, occupation, and the name of that 
person’s employer, if any, or that person’s principal 
place of business if that person is self-employed, and 
the full name and street address, occupation, and the 
name of employer, if any, or principal place of 
business if self-employed, of the other person for 
whom the contribution is made. The recipient of the 
contribution shall include in the recipient’s campaign 
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report the full name and street address, occupation, 
and the name of the employer, if any, or the principal 
place of business if self-employed, of both the 
intermediary and the contributor.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 46. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84303. Expenditure by Agent or 
Independent Contractor.

(a) An expenditure of five hundred dollars ($500) 
or more shall not be made, other than for overhead or 
normal operating expenses, by an agent or 
independent contractor, including, but not limited to, 
an advertising agency, on behalf of or for the benefit 
of a candidate or committee unless it is reported by the 
candidate or committee as if the expenditure were 
made directly by the candidate or committee.

(b) A subagent or subcontractor who provides 
goods or services to or for the benefit of a candidate or 
committee shall make known to the agent or 
independent contractor all of the information required 
to be reported by this section, and the agent or 
independent contractor shall then make known to the 
candidate or committee all of the information required 
to be reported by this section no later than three 
working days prior to the time the campaign report 
reporting the expenditure is required to be filed, except 
that an expenditure that is required to be reported by 
Section 84203 or 84204 shall be reported to the 
candidate or committee within 24 hours of the time 
that it is made.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 47. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 84306. Contributions Received by Agents of 
Candidates or Committees.

All contributions received by a person acting as 
an agent of a candidate shall be reported promptly to 
the candidate or any of the candidate’s designated 
agents. All contributions received by a person acting 
as an agent of a committee shall be reported promptly 
to the committee’s treasurer or any of the treasurer’s 
designated agents. “Promptly” as used in this section 
means not later than the closing date of any campaign 
report the committee or candidate for whom the 
contribution is intended is required to file.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 48. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84502. Disclosure; Committee Name. 
(a) (1) Any advertisement not described in 

subdivision (b) of Section 84504.3 that is paid for by 
a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 

82013, other than a political party committee or a 
candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office of the controlling candidate, shall 
include the words “Ad paid for by” followed by the 
name of the committee as it appears on the most recent 
committee registration filed pursuant to Section 
84101.

(2) Any advertisement not described in 
subdivision (b) of Section 84504.3 that is paid for by 
a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
82013 that is a political party committee or a candidate 
controlled committee established for an elective office 
of the controlling candidate shall include the words 
“Ad paid for by” followed by the name of the 
committee as it appears on the most recent committee 
registration filed pursuant to Section 84101 if the 
advertisement is any of the following:

(A) Paid for by an independent expenditure.
(B) An advertisement supporting or opposing a 

ballot measure.
(C) A radio or television advertisement.
(D) A text message advertisement that is required 

to include a disclosure pursuant to Section 84504.7.
(b) Any advertisement not described in 

subdivision (b) of Section 84504.3 that is paid for by 
a committee pursuant to subdivision (b) or (c) of 
Section 82013 shall include the words “Ad paid for 
by” followed by the name that the filer is required to 
use on campaign reports pursuant to subdivision (o) of 
Section 84211.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), if an 
advertisement is a printed letter, internet website, or 
email message, the text described in subdivisions (a) 
and (b) may include the words “Paid for by” instead of 
“Ad paid for by.”

(d) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), if an 
advertisement is a text message, the text described in 
subdivisions (a) and (b) may include the words “Paid 
for by” or “With,” instead of “Ad paid for by.”

(e) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), if an 
advertisement is a video advertisement that is 
disseminated over the internet, is a print advertisement 
that is larger than those designed to be individually 
distributed subject to subdivision (b) of Section 
84504.2, is an electronic media advertisement subject 
to subdivision (b) of Section 84504.3, or is a text 
message advertisement subject to Section 84504.7, 
then the text for the name of the committee may be 
shortened by either of the following:

(1) Displaying only enough of the first part of the 
committee name to uniquely identify the committee. If 
the committee is a sponsored committee, then the 
name displayed must include the portion of the 
committee name that identifies the sponsor or 
sponsors, unless all of the sponsors are disclosed on 
the ad as top contributors as required by Section 



29

84503. For example, if ACME Corporation is not 
listed as a top contributor, then a committee named 
“Yes on 99, Californians for a Better Tomorrow, a 
coalition of X, Y, and Z. Sponsored by ACME 
Corporation” may be disclosed as only “Yes on 99, 
Californians for a Better Tomorrow. Sponsored by 
ACME Corporation.”

(2) If the advertisement is paid for by a committee 
that has top contributors and is subject to Section 
84503, then the committee name may be replaced by 
displaying the words “Committee ID” followed by the 
committee’s identification number.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 49. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84504.2. Disclaimer; Print Ads.
(a) A print advertisement designed to be 

individually distributed, including, but not limited to, 
a mailer, flyer, or door hanger, that is paid for by a 
committee, other than a political party committee or a 
candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office of the controlling candidate, shall 
include the disclosures required by Sections 84502, 
84503, 84506.5, and 84514, displayed as follows:

(1) The disclosure area shall have a solid white 
background and shall be in a printed or drawn box on 
the bottom of at least one page that is set apart from 
any other printed matter. All text in the disclosure area 
shall be in contrasting color and centered horizontally 
in the disclosure area.

(2) The text shall be in standard Arial Regular 
type with a type size of at least 10-point.

(3) The disclosure required by Section 84514, if 
any, shall appear at the top of the disclosure area, and 
shall be separated from the disclosures required by 
Sections 84502 and 84503 by a blank line.

(4) The disclosures required by Sections 84502 
and 84503 shall follow the disclosure required by 
Section 84514. The text of the disclosure shall be 
underlined if there are any top contributors.

(5) The top contributors, if any, shall each be 
disclosed on a separate horizontal line separate from 
any other text, in descending order, beginning with the 
top contributor who made the largest cumulative 
contributions on the first line. The name of each of the 
top contributors shall be centered horizontally in the 
disclosure area and shall not be underlined. The names 
of the top contributors shall not be printed in a type 
that is condensed to be narrower than a normal non-
condensed standard Arial Regular type.

(6) An advertisement supporting or opposing a 
candidate that is paid for by an independent 
expenditure shall include the disclosure required by 
Section 84506.5, which shall be underlined and on a 
separate line below any of the top contributors.

(7) A committee subject to Section 84223 shall 
next include the text “Funding Details At [insert link 
to Secretary of State internet website page with top 10 
contributor lists],” which shall be underlined and 
printed on a line separate from any other text at the 
bottom of the disclosure area.

(8) Notwithstanding the definition of “top 
contributors” in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of 
Section 84501, newspaper, magazine, or other public 
print advertisements that are 20 square inches or less 
shall be required to disclose only the largest top 
contributor of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) or 
more.

(b) A print advertisement that is larger than those 
designed to be individually distributed, including, but 
not limited to, a yard sign or billboard, paid for by a 
committee, other than a political party committee or a 
candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office of the controlling candidate, shall 
include the disclosures pursuant to Section 84502, 
84503, 84506.5, and 84514 in a printed or drawn box 
with a solid white background on the bottom of the 
advertisement that is set apart from any other printed 
matter. Each line of the written disclosures shall be in 
a contrasting color in standard Arial Regular type no 
less than 5 percent of the height of the advertisement, 
and shall not be condensed to be narrower than a 
normal non-condensed standard Arial Regular type. 
The text may be adjusted so it does not appear on 
separate horizontal lines, with the top contributors 
separated by a comma.

(c) Any text or image not required in this section 
shall not appear in the disclosure area, except as 
provided in Section 84504.8 and as otherwise 
authorized or provided by applicable law.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 887, Sec. 12) by 
Stats. 2024, Ch. 260, Sec. 4. (AB 2355) Effective January 1, 2025. 
Conditionally operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84504.6. Disclosure; Online Platform
(a) For purposes of this article, the following 

terms have the following meanings:
(1) “Online platform” means a public-facing 

internet website, web application, or digital 
application, including a social network, ad network, or 
search engine, that sells advertisements directly to 
advertisers. A public-facing internet website, web 
application, or digital application is not an online 
platform for purposes of this article to the extent that 
it displays advertisements that are sold directly to 
advertisers through another online platform.

(2) (A) “Online platform disclosed 
advertisement” means either of the following:

(i) A paid electronic media advertisement on an 
online platform made via a form of electronic media 



30

that allows users to engage in discourse and post 
content, or any other type of social media, for which 
the committee pays the online platform, unless all 
advertisements on the platform are video 
advertisements that can comply with Section 84504.1. 
Individual posts, comments, or other similar 
communications are not considered online platform 
disclosed advertisements if they are posted without 
payment to the online platform.

(ii) A paid electronic media advertisement on an 
online platform that is not any of the following:

(I) A graphic, image, animated graphic, or 
animated image that the online platform hosting the 
advertisement allows to hyperlink to an internet 
website containing required disclosures, as described 
in subdivision (b) of Section 84504.3.

(II) Video, audio, or email.
(B) Electronic media advertisements that are not 

online platform disclosed advertisements as defined in 
subparagraph (A) shall follow disclosure requirements 
for electronic media advertisements under Section 
84504.3.

(b) A committee that disseminates an online 
platform disclosed advertisement shall do all of the 
following:

(1) Upon requesting the dissemination, expressly 
notify the online platform through which the 
advertisement would be disseminated, using the online 
platform’s chosen notification method, that the 
advertisement is an advertisement as defined in 
Section 84501.

(2) (A) Provide the online platform with the 
disclosure name of the committee.

(B) For purposes of this section, “disclosure 
name” means the text required by Section 84503, 
followed by a colon, followed by, surrounded in 
quotation marks, the name of the committee as it 
appears on the most recent committee registration filed 
pursuant to Section 84101 or the name that the filer is 
required to use on campaign reports pursuant to 
subdivision (o) of Section 84211. If no disclosure text 
is required by Section 84503, “disclosure name” 
means the name of the committee as it appears on the 
most recent committee registration filed pursuant to 
Section 84101 or the name that the filer is required to 
use on campaign reports pursuant to subdivision (o) of 
Section 84211.

(C) If the disclosure name changes due to a 
change in the top contributors or the name of the 
committee, the committee shall provide the online 
platform with an updated disclosure name within five 
business days.

(3) Provide the online platform with the name of 
the candidate to which the advertisement refers and the 
office to which the candidate is seeking election, as 
applicable, or number or letter of the ballot measure 

and the jurisdiction to which the advertisement refers.
(4) Provide the online platform with the name and 

identification number of the committee that paid for 
the advertisement.

(c) An online platform that disseminates a 
committee’s online platform disclosed advertisement 
shall do one of the following:

(1) Display “Paid for by” or “Ad Paid for by” 
followed by the disclosure name provided by the 
committee, easily readable to the average viewer, 
located adjacent to any text stating that the 
advertisement is an advertisement or is promoted or 
sponsored. The online platform may display only one 
hundred or more characters of the disclosure name if 
it is followed by a “…” that is clearly clickable and 
that links to a page as described in paragraph (3).

(2) The online platform may instead display a 
hyperlink, icon, button, or tab with the text “Who 
funded this ad?,” “Paid for by,” or “Ad Paid for by” 
that is clearly clickable in the same or similar font and 
in at least the same font size as the online platform’s 
text, and easily readable to the average viewer, stating 
that the advertisement is an advertisement or is 
promoted or sponsored, that links to a page as 
described in paragraph (3).

(3) Hyperlinks, icons, buttons, or tabs used for the 
purposes described in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be 
linked to the profile or landing page of the committee 
that paid for the advertisement; to another page to 
which the average viewer would normally navigate to 
view additional information about a committee 
containing the disclosure name in a manner that is 
easily seen and readable by the average viewer; or to 
an internet website containing the disclosure required 
by subdivision (d) of Section 84504.3.

(d) An online platform that disseminates 
committees’ online platform disclosed advertisements 
shall meet all of the following requirements:

(1) Maintain, and make available for online public 
inspection in a machine readable format, a record of 
any advertisement disseminated on the online platform 
by a committee that purchased five hundred dollars 
($500) or more in advertisements on the online 
platform during the preceding 12 months. Each record 
shall contain all of the following:

(A) A digital copy of the advertisement.
(B) The approximate number of views generated 

from the advertisement and the date and time that the 
advertisement was first displayed and last displayed.

(C) Information regarding the range charged or 
the total amount spent on the advertisement.

(D) The name of the candidate to which the 
advertisement refers and the office to which the 
candidate is seeking election, as applicable, or number 
or letter of the ballot measure and the jurisdiction to 
which the advertisement refers.
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(E) The name and identification number of the 
committee that paid for the advertisement, if the 
committee is assigned an identification number.

(2) The information required under this 
subdivision shall be made available as soon as 
practicable and shall be retained by the online platform 
for no less than four years.

(3) (A) Display a prominent button, icon, tab, or 
hyperlink with the text “View Ads” or similar text in 
one of the following locations: (i) near the top of a 
profile, landing page, or similar location of a 
committee that paid for an advertisement in a position 
that the average viewer will readily see it upon 
viewing that page; (ii) on a page that displays the 
committee’s profile information or biographical 
information; (iii) or on a page on which the average 
viewer would normally navigate to view additional 
information about a committee.

(B) The button, icon, tab, or hyperlink shall link 
to a page clearly showing all of the advertisement 
records required by paragraph (1).

(e) An online platform that creates a mechanism 
for a committee requesting dissemination of an online 
platform disclosed advertisement to expressly notify 
the online platform whether the advertisement is an 
advertisement as defined in Section 84501 and to 
provide all information necessary for the online 
platform to comply with the requirements of this 
section may rely in good faith on the information 
provided by the committee to the online platform to 
satisfy the online platform’s obligations under 
subdivisions (c) and (d).
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 50. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84602. Secretary of State’s Duties.
(a) To implement the Legislature’s intent, the 

Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Commission, notwithstanding any other provision of 
this code, shall do all of the following:

(1) Develop online and electronic filing processes 
for use by persons and entities specified in Section 
84605 that are required to file statements and reports 
with the Secretary of State’s office pursuant to Chapter 
4 (commencing with Section 84100), Chapter 5 
(commencing with Section 85100), and Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 86100). Those processes 
shall each enable a user to comply with all of the 
disclosure requirements of this title and shall include, 
at a minimum, both of the following:

(A) A means or method whereby filers subject to 
this chapter may submit required filings free of charge. 
Any means or method developed pursuant to this 
subparagraph shall not provide any additional or 
enhanced functions or services that exceed the 

minimum requirements necessary to fulfill the 
disclosure provisions of this title.

(B) The definition of a nonproprietary 
standardized record format or formats using industry 
standards for the transmission of the data that is 
required of those persons and entities specified in 
Section 84605 and that conforms with the disclosure 
requirements of this title. The Secretary of State shall 
hold public hearings before development of the record 
format or formats as a means to ensure that affected 
entities have an opportunity to provide input into the 
development process.

(2) Accept test files from software vendors and 
others wishing to file reports electronically, for the 
purpose of determining whether the file format is in 
compliance with the standardized record format 
developed pursuant to paragraph (1) and is compatible 
with the Secretary of State’s system for receiving the 
data. A list of the software and service providers who 
have submitted acceptable test files shall be published 
by the Secretary of State and made available to the 
public. Acceptably formatted files shall be submitted 
by a filer in order to meet the requirements of this 
chapter.

(3) Develop a system that provides for the online 
or electronic transfer of the data specified in this 
section using telecommunications technology that 
ensures the integrity of the data transmitted and that 
creates safeguards against efforts to tamper with or 
subvert the data.

(4) Make all the data filed available online in an 
easily understood format that provides the greatest 
public access. The data shall be made available free of 
charge and as soon as possible after receipt. All late 
contribution and late independent expenditure reports, 
as defined by Sections 84203 and 84204, respectively, 
shall be made available online within 24 hours of 
receipt. The data made available online shall not 
contain the street name and building number of the 
persons or entity representatives listed on the 
electronically filed forms or any bank account number 
required to be disclosed pursuant to this title.

(5) Develop a procedure for filers to comply with 
the requirement that they sign under penalty of perjury 
pursuant to Section 81004.

(6) Maintain all filed data online for 10 years after 
the date it is filed, and then archive the information in 
a secure format.

(7) Provide assistance to those seeking public 
access to the information.

(8) Implement sufficient technology to seek to 
prevent unauthorized alteration or manipulation of the 
data.

(9) Provide the Commission with necessary 
information to enable it to assist agencies, public 
officials, and others with the compliance with, and 
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administration of, this title.
(b) (1) To implement the Legislature’s intent, as 

described in Section 84601, the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the Commission, shall develop an 
online filing and disclosure system for use by persons 
and entities specified in Section 84605 that are 
required to file statements and reports with the 
Secretary of State’s office pursuant to Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 84100), Chapter 5 
(commencing with Section 85100), and Chapter 6 
(commencing with Section 86100). The system shall 
enable a user to comply with all of the disclosure 
requirements of this title and shall include, at 
minimum, all of the following:

(A) A data-driven means or method that allows 
filers subject to this chapter to submit required filings 
free of charge in a manner that facilitates public 
searches of the data and does all of the following:

(i) Enables a filer to comply with all of the 
disclosure requirements of this title, including by 
entering or uploading requisite data or by indicating 
that the filer had no reportable activity during a 
particular reporting period.

(ii) Retains previously submitted data so that a 
filer can access that data to amend disclosures or 
prepare future disclosures. The system shall permit a 
filer to enter a contribution or independent expenditure 
transaction once and have the transaction appear on 
both a transactional report required by Section 84203, 
84204, 84204.5, 84309, or 85500 and a periodic 
campaign report required by this title.

(iii) Ensures the security of data entered and 
stored in the system.

(iv) To the extent feasible, is compatible with 
potential future capability to accept reports from filers 
specified in subdivisions (b) to (e), inclusive, of 
Section 84215.

(B) The definition of a nonproprietary 
standardized record format or formats using industry 
standards for the transmission of the data that is 
required of those persons and entities specified in 
Section 84605 and that conforms with the disclosure 
requirements of this title.

(2) The Secretary of State shall do all of the 
following with respect to the online filing and 
disclosure system developed pursuant to this 
subdivision:

(A) Accept test files from software vendors and 
others wishing to file reports electronically for the 
purpose of determining whether the file format is in 
compliance with the standardized record format 
developed pursuant to this subdivision and is 
compatible with the Secretary of State’s system for 
receiving the data. The Secretary of State shall publish 
and make available to the public a list of the software 
and service providers who have submitted acceptable 

test files. A filer shall submit acceptably formatted 
files in order to meet the requirements of this chapter.

(B) Make the data filed available online as 
follows:

(i) In a user-friendly, easily understandable 
format that provides the greatest public access, 
including online searches and machine-readable 
downloads of all data contained in the system, except 
as specified in clause (iii).

(ii) Free of charge and as soon as possible after 
receipt, or, in the case of late contribution, late in-kind 
contribution, and late independent expenditure reports, 
as defined by Sections 84203, 84203.3, and 84204, 
respectively, within 24 hours of receipt.

(iii) Not containing the street name or building 
number of the persons or entity representatives listed 
on the electronically filed forms or any bank account 
number required to be disclosed pursuant to this title, 
except that a nonresidential address of a committee 
under Section 82013 may be made available online.

(iv) In a manner that allows the public to track and 
aggregate contributions from the same contributor 
across filers using a permanent unique identifier 
assigned by the Secretary of State for this purpose. The 
Secretary of State shall assign this identifier to, at 
minimum, each contributor who makes contributions 
totaling ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or more in a 
calendar year to, or at the behest of, candidates or 
committees that file electronically with the Secretary 
of State pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 84215 
or who files with the Secretary of State as a major 
donor committee under subdivision (c) of Section 
82013.

(C) Develop a procedure for filers to comply 
electronically with the requirement to sign under 
penalty of perjury pursuant to Section 81004. The 
electronic signature procedure shall allow the filer to 
file with the Secretary of State and shall not require an 
original signature to be filed.

(D) Maintain all filed data online for at least 20 
years after the date it is filed, and then archive the 
information in a secure format.

(E) Provide assistance to those seeking public 
access to the information.

(F) Implement sufficient technology to seek to 
prevent unauthorized alteration or manipulation of the 
data.

(G) Provide the Commission with necessary 
information to enable it to assist agencies, public 
officials, and others in complying with and 
administering this title.

(3) The Secretary of State shall do all of the 
following with respect to developing the online filing 
and disclosure system and record format pursuant to 
this subdivision:

(A) Consult with the Assembly Committee on 
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Elections and Redistricting, the Senate Committee on 
Elections and Constitutional Amendments, the 
Commission, users, filers, and other stakeholders, as 
appropriate, about functions of the online filing and 
disclosure system.

(B) In consultation with the Commission, and no 
later than July 31, 2017, hold at least one public 
hearing to receive input about developing the online 
filing and disclosure system and record format.

(C) No later than December 31, 2017, submit a 
report to the Assembly Committee on Elections and 
Redistricting and the Senate Committee on Elections 
and Constitutional Amendments that includes a plan 
for the online filing and disclosure system, describes 
how members of the public will be able to query and 
retrieve data from the system, and includes a plan for 
integrating statements as specified in clause (iv) of 
subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1).

(4) The Secretary of State shall make the online 
filing and disclosure system developed pursuant to this 
subdivision available for use no later than February 
2021.

(5) The Secretary of State may accept any funds, 
services, equipment, or grants to further this 
subdivision, provided that the Secretary of State shall 
notify the Assembly Committee on Elections and 
Redistricting and the Senate Committee on Elections 
and Constitutional Amendments upon accepting any 
amount valued at one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) or more.

(6) Because the provisions of this chapter need to 
be implemented as expeditiously as possible, the 
information technology procurement requirements 
described in Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section 
11545) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of this code, 
and in Section 12100 of the Public Contract Code, do 
not apply to development of the online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to this subdivision. The 
Secretary of State shall consult with the Department of 
Technology, as appropriate, in developing the online 
filing and disclosure system, in order to maximize 
project success, minimize life-cycle costs, and ensure 
the security of the system and its data.

(7) (A) Before making the system developed 
pursuant to this subdivision available for public use, 
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Commission, shall test the system to ensure its 
functionality and then certify that the system meets all 
the requirements of this subdivision. The Secretary of 
State may consult with the Department of Technology 
as needed to fulfill the secretary’s duties under this 
paragraph.

(B) After the system developed pursuant to this 
subdivision is certified, the system described in 
subdivision (a) shall no longer accept reports and 
filings, unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 

State and the Commission. The system described in 
subdivision (a) shall continue to allow public access to 
past disclosures unless the Secretary of State migrates 
that data into the system described in this subdivision. 
To facilitate data conversion during migration, the 
Secretary of State may make minor technical 
modifications or corrections to the migrated data.

(c)  On or before December 31, 2017, and on or 
before every April 15, July 15, October 15, and 
January 15 thereafter, the Secretary of State shall 
submit to the chairs of the Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee and the fiscal committees of the 
Legislature a quarterly report on the progress of the 
Cal-Access Project. Specifically, the Secretary of 
State shall certify whether the secretary (1) anticipates 
making or has made any changes to the project’s 
scope, schedule, or budget and (2) considers any 
problems to be a risk to the project’s completion 
according to the approved project schedule and 
budget. This reporting requirement shall end upon the 
completion or termination of the Cal-Access Project.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 51. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84603. Acceptance of Reports.
The Secretary of State, once all state-mandated 

development, procurement, and oversight 
requirements have been met, shall make public their 
availability to accept reports online or electronically. 
Any filer may then commence voluntarily filing online 
or electronically any required report or statement that 
is otherwise required to be filed with the Secretary of 
State pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 
84100) or Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 
86100) of this title.
History: Amended by Stats. 1999, Ch. 433, Sec. 3. Effective 
September 16, 1999. Conditionally repealed pursuant to Sec. 78 of 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84605. Who Shall File Online.
(a) The following persons shall file online or 

electronically with the Secretary of State:
(1) Any candidate, including superior court, 

appellate court, and Supreme Court candidates and 
officeholders, committee, or other persons who are 
required, pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100) and Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 85100), to file statements, reports, or other 
documents in connection with a state elective office or 
state measure.

(2) Any state general purpose committees, as 
defined in Section 82027.5, including the general 
purpose committees of political parties, as defined in 
Section 85205, and small contributor committees, as 
defined in Section 85203.

(3) Any slate mailer organization that produces 
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one or more slate mailers supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures voted on in a state election or 
in more than one county.

(4) Any lobbyist, lobbying firm, lobbyist 
employer, or other persons required, pursuant to 
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 86100), to file 
statements, reports, or other documents.

(5) Any elected local government officer or 
candidate for elective local government office filing 
with the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 84226.

(b) The Secretary of State shall also disclose 
online any late contribution or late independent 
expenditure report, as defined by Sections 84203 and 
84204, respectively, not covered by paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) of subdivision (a) or any other provision of law.

(c) It shall be presumed that online or electronic 
filers file under penalty of perjury.

(d) The Secretary of State shall maintain at all 
times a secured, official version of all original online 
and electronically filed statements and reports 
required by this chapter, which shall be the official 
version for audit and other legal purposes.

(e) Except for statements related to a local 
elective office or a local ballot measure filed by a 
candidate for local elective office who is also a 
candidate for elective state office, and for filings 
subject to Section 84226, a copy of a statement, report, 
or other document filed by online or electronic means 
with the Secretary of State shall not be filed with a 
local filing officer.

(f) Once a person or entity is required to file 
online or electronically, the person or entity shall be 
required to file all subsequent reports online or 
electronically.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 500, Sec. 2) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 53. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84606. Operation of Online System.
The date that a filer transmits an online or electronic 
report shall be the date the filed report is received by 
the Secretary of State.
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 26. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 84612. Rejection of Electronic Filing; 
Procedures.
If the Secretary of State rejects a filing made under this 
chapter, the Secretary of State shall immediately 
notify the filer of the reason or reasons for rejection 
using plain, straightforward language, avoiding 
technical terms as much as possible, and using a 
coherent and easily readable style. The notice shall be 
written or displayed so that the meaning will be easily 
understood by those persons directly affected by it. 

The Cal-Access Replacement System may contain 
required fields in which information must be entered 
in order to submit a report or statement, as determined 
by the Secretary of State and the Commission.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 27) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 54. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84615. Campaign Reports and Statements – 
Electronic Filing for Local Agencies. 

A local government agency may require an 
elected officer, candidate, committee, or other person 
required to file reports or other documents required by 
Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 84100), except 
an elected officer, candidate, committee, or other 
person who receives contributions totaling less than 
two thousand dollars ($2,000), and makes 
expenditures totaling less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000) in a calendar year, to file those reports or 
other documents online or electronically with a local 
filing officer. A local government agency that requires 
online or electronic filing pursuant to this section shall 
comply with all of the following:

(a) The legislative body for the local government 
agency shall adopt an ordinance approving the use of 
online or electronic filing, which shall include a 
legislative finding that the online or electronic filing 
system will operate securely and effectively and would 
not unduly burden filers. The ordinance adopted by the 
legislative body for the local government agency may, 
at the discretion of that legislative body, specify that 
the electronic or online filing requirements apply only 
to specifically identified types of filings or are 
triggered only by identified monetary thresholds. In 
any instance in which the original report or other 
document is required to be filed with the Secretary of 
State and a copy of that report or other document is 
required to be filed with the local government agency, 
the ordinance may permit, but shall not require, that 
the copy be filed online or electronically.

(b) The online or electronic filing system shall 
accept a filing in the standardized record format that 
was developed by the Secretary of State pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 84602, or 
the local government agency may transition to the Cal-
Access Replacement System format, and then the 
system shall accept a filing in the new standardized 
record format developed by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 84602, and that 
is compatible with the Secretary of State’s system for 
receiving an online or electronic filing.

(c) The online or electronic filing system shall 
ensure the integrity of the data transmitted and shall 
include safeguards against efforts to tamper with, 
manipulate, alter, or subvert the data.

(d) (1) The local filing officer shall issue to a 
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person who files a report or other document online or 
electronically an electronic confirmation that notifies 
the filer that the report or other document was 
received. The confirmation shall include the date and 
the time that the report or other document was received 
by the filing officer and the method by which the filer 
may view and print the data received by the filing 
officer.

(2) A copy retained by the filer of a report or other 
document that was filed online or electronically and 
the confirmation issued pursuant to paragraph (1) that 
shows the filer timely filed the report or other 
document shall create a rebuttable presumption that 
the filer timely filed the report or other document.

(e) The date of filing for a report or other 
document that is filed online or electronically shall be 
the day that it is received by the local filing officer.

(f) The local filing officer shall make all the data 
filed available online in an easily understood format 
that provides the greatest public access. The data shall 
be made available free of charge and as soon as 
possible after receipt. The data made available online 
shall not contain the street name and building number 
of the persons or entity representatives listed on the 
electronically filed forms or any bank account number 
required to be disclosed by the filer. Except as 
provided in Section 84101, the local filing officer shall 
make a complete, unredacted copy of any report or 
other document filed pursuant to this section, 
including any street names and building numbers 
disclosed by the filer, available to any person upon 
request.

(g) The online or electronic filing system shall 
include a procedure for filers to comply with the 
requirement that they sign reports under penalty of 
perjury pursuant to Section 81004.

(h) The local government agency shall enable 
filers to complete and submit filings free of charge.

(i) The local filing officer shall maintain, for a 
period of at least 10 years commencing from the date 
filed, a secured, official version of each online or 
electronic report or other document filed pursuant to 
this section, which shall serve as the official version of 
that record for purpose of audits and any other legal 
purpose. Data that has been maintained for at least 10 
years may then be archived in a secure format.

(j) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any report or other document filed online or 
electronically pursuant to this section shall not be 
required to be filed with the local filing officer in paper 
format.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 180, Sec. 4) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 55. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 84616. Electronic Retention for Local 
Government Agency Filings.

(a) Within 72 hours of each applicable filing 
deadline, a local government agency shall post on its 
internet website a copy of any report or other 
document required by Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100) that is filed with that agency in paper 
format, or by email or fax. If the report or document is 
filed late by the filer, the local government agency 
shall post the copy within 72 hours of receipt of the 
report or document. If the final day of the 72-hour 
period is a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the period is 
extended to the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, 
or holiday. Before posting, the local filing officer shall 
redact the street name and building number of the 
persons or entity representatives listed on any report or 
document, or any bank account number required to be 
disclosed by the filer. Providing a link on the agency’s 
internet website to the report or other document 
satisfies this subdivision.

(b) A report or other document posted pursuant to 
this section shall be made available for four years from 
the date of the election associated with the filing.

(c) If a local government agency receives a filing 
that was required to be filed with a different agency or 
person, and the filing was not required to be filed with 
the receiving agency, the local government agency is 
not required to post the filing pursuant to subdivision 
(a) and shall notify the filer of the error.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 56. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 85200. Statement of Intention to be a 
Candidate.

(a) Before becoming a candidate for a specific 
office, an individual shall file a statement of intention 
to be a candidate, signed under penalty of perjury.

(1) An individual who intends to be a candidate 
for elective state office shall file the statement of 
intention online or electronically with the Secretary of 
State.

(2) An individual who intends to be a candidate 
for any other elective office shall file the statement of 
intention with the same filing officer and in the same 
location as the individual would file an original 
campaign report pursuant to subdivisions (b), (c), and 
(d) of Section 84215.

(b) Candidates and officeholders who do not 
intend to qualify as a committee pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall indicate this 
status on the statement of intention.

(1) Each candidate or officeholder who has 
indicated their intention to not qualify as a committee 
pursuant to this subdivision, but thereafter qualifies as 
a committee by receiving contributions or making 
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expenditures totaling two thousand dollars ($2,000) or 
more in a calendar year, shall amend their statement of 
intention with the Secretary of State or their local 
filing officer within 48 hours of qualifying and register 
as a committee pursuant to Section 84101.

(2) For the purposes of this subdivision, in 
calculating whether two thousand dollars ($2,000) in 
expenditures have been made, payments for a filing 
fee or for a statement of qualification shall not be 
included if the payments are made from the 
candidate’s personal funds.

(c) For purposes of this section, “contribution” 
does not include any payments from the candidate’s 
personal funds for a candidate filing fee or a candidate 
statement of qualifications fee.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 29) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 57. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. 
Note: This section was added on June 7, 1988, by initiative Prop. 
73.

§ 85201. Campaign Bank Account.
(a) Before the solicitation or receipt of any 

contribution or loan, a candidate who has filed a 
statement of intention pursuant to Section 85200 shall 
establish one campaign contribution account at an 
office of a financial institution located in the state.

(b) As required by subdivision (f) of Section 
84102, a candidate who raises contributions of two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) or more in a calendar year 
shall set forth the name and address of the financial 
institution where the candidate has established a 
campaign contribution account and the account 
number on the committee registration filed pursuant to 
Sections 84101 and 84103.

(c) All contributions or loans made to the 
candidate, to a person on behalf of the candidate, or to 
the candidate’s controlled committee shall be 
deposited in the account.

(d) Any personal funds which will be utilized to 
promote the election of the candidate shall be 
deposited in the account prior to expenditure.

(e) All campaign expenditures shall be made from 
the account.

(f) Subdivisions (d) and (e) do not apply to a 
candidate’s payment for a filing fee and statement of 
qualifications from the candidate’s personal funds.

(g) This section does not apply to a candidate who 
will not receive contributions and who makes 
expenditures from personal funds of less than two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) in a calendar year to support 
the candidate’s candidacy. For purposes of this 
section, a candidate’s payment for a filing fee and 
statement of qualifications shall not be included in 
calculating the total expenditures made.

(h) An individual who raises contributions from 
others for that individual’s campaign, but who raises 

or spends less than two thousand dollars ($2,000) in a 
calendar year, and does not qualify as a committee 
under Section 82013, shall establish a campaign 
contribution account pursuant to subdivision (a), but is 
not required to file a committee registration pursuant 
to Section 84101 or other statement of bank account 
information.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 58. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 7, 
1988, by initiative Prop. 73.

§ 85307. Loans.
(a) The provisions of this article regarding loans 

apply to extensions of credit, but do not apply to loans 
made to a candidate by a commercial lending 
institution in the lender’s regular course of business on 
terms available to members of the general public for 
which the candidate is personally liable.

(b) A candidate shall not charge interest on any 
loan the candidate made to the candidate’s campaign. 
This subdivision does not apply to a jurisdiction in 
which the county or city imposes a limit on 
contributions pursuant to Section 85702.5.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 59. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 85400. Voluntary Expenditure Ceilings.
(a) A candidate for elective state office, other than 

the Board of Administration of the Public Employees’ 
Retirement System, who voluntarily accepts 
expenditure limits shall not make campaign 
expenditures in excess of the following:

(1) For an Assembly candidate, four hundred 
thousand dollars ($400,000) in the primary or special 
primary election and seven hundred thousand dollars 
($700,000) in the general or special general election.

(2) For a Senate candidate, six hundred thousand 
dollars ($600,000) in the primary or special primary 
election and nine hundred thousand dollars ($900,000) 
in the general or special general election.

(3) For a candidate for the State Board of 
Equalization, one million dollars ($1,000,000) in the 
primary election and one million five hundred 
thousand dollars ($1,500,000) in the general election.

(4) For a statewide candidate other than a 
candidate for Governor or the State Board of 
Equalization, four million dollars ($4,000,000) in the 
primary election and six million dollars ($6,000,000) 
in the general election.

(5) For a candidate for Governor, six million 
dollars ($6,000,000) in the primary election and ten 
million dollars ($10,000,000) in the general election.

(b) For purposes of this section, “campaign 
expenditures” has the same meaning as “election-
related activities” as defined in Section 82022.5, 
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except that it does not include preparing campaign 
finance disclosure reports.

(c) A campaign expenditure made by a political 
party on behalf of a candidate shall not be attributed to 
the limitations on campaign expenditures set forth in 
this section.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 60. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 85505.  Internet Display of Independent 
Expenditures; 24-Hour Disclosure.

(a) The Secretary of State shall include on its 
internet website, as part of the campaign finance 
activity that is publicly disclosed, any independent 
expenditure, as defined in Section 82031, that is 
reported pursuant to Section 85500 with respect to a 
candidate for elective state office and a statewide 
ballot measure. This information shall be linked to the 
part of the website that the Secretary of State maintains 
concerning that candidate or ballot measure.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that a report 
required pursuant to Section 85500 include a separate 
field for the filer to input the legislative district number 
and the number or letter of a statewide ballot measure.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 61. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 85704. Prohibition on Earmarking.
(a) A person shall not make any contribution to a 

committee or candidate that is earmarked for a 
contribution to any other particular committee, ballot 
measure, or candidate unless the contribution is fully 
disclosed pursuant to Section 84302.

(b) For purposes of subdivision (a), a contribution 
is earmarked if the contribution is made under any of 
the following circumstances:

(1) The committee or candidate receiving the 
contribution solicited the contribution for the purpose 
of making a contribution to another specifically 
identified committee, ballot measure, or candidate, 
requested the contributor to expressly consent to such 
use, and the contributor consents to such use.

(2) The contribution was made subject to a 
condition or agreement with the contributor that all or 
a portion of the contribution would be used to make a 
contribution to another specifically identified 
committee, ballot measure, or candidate.

(3) After the contribution was made, the 
contributor and the committee or candidate receiving 
the contribution reached a subsequent agreement that 
all or a portion of the contribution would be used to 
make a contribution to another specifically identified 
committee, ballot measure, or candidate.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) and (b), 
dues, assessments, fees, and similar payments made to 

a membership organization or its sponsored committee 
in an amount less than five hundred dollars ($500) per 
calendar year from a single source for the purpose of 
making contributions or expenditures shall not be 
considered earmarked.

(d) The committee making the earmarked 
contribution shall provide the committee receiving the 
earmarked contribution with the name, address, 
occupation, and employer, if any, or principal place of 
business, if self-employed, of the contributor or 
contributors who earmarked their funds and the 
amount of the earmarked contribution from each 
contributor at the time it makes the contribution. If the 
committee making the contribution received 
earmarked contributions that exceed the amount 
contributed, or received contributions that were not 
earmarked, the committee making the contribution 
shall use a reasonable accounting method to determine 
which contributors to identify pursuant to this 
subdivision, but in no case shall the same contribution 
be disclosed more than one time to avoid disclosure of 
additional contributors who earmarked their funds.

(e) Earmarked contributions shall be disclosed on 
reports required by Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100) as follows:

(1) A contributor who qualifies as a committee 
pursuant to Section 82013 and who makes a 
contribution to a committee but earmarks the funds to 
another specifically identified committee pursuant to 
paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (b) shall disclose 
the specifically identified committee as the recipient 
of the contribution and the other committee as an 
intermediary at the time the earmarked contribution is 
made. The specifically identified committee shall 
disclose the contributor and intermediary at the time 
the funds are received from the intermediary. The 
intermediary committee shall disclose receipt of the 
funds as a miscellaneous increase to cash at the time 
the funds are received and shall disclose the 
expenditure as the transfer of an earmarked 
contribution from the contributor to the specifically 
identified committee at the time the funds are 
transferred to the specifically identified committee.

(2) A contributor who qualifies as a committee 
pursuant to Section 82013 and who makes a 
contribution to a committee and subsequently 
earmarks the funds pursuant to paragraph (3) of 
subdivision (b) shall include a notation on the 
contributor’s next report required pursuant to Sections 
84200, 84200.5, 84202.3, and 84202.7 that the original 
contribution was subsequently earmarked, including 
the name of the specifically identified committee, 
ballot measure, or candidate supported or opposed. 
The committee that previously received the funds shall 
also include a notation on its next report required 
pursuant to Sections 84200, 84200.5, 84202.3, and 
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84202.7 that the original contribution was 
subsequently earmarked and shall disclose the original 
contributor to any new committee to which it transfers 
the earmarked funds. The new committee shall 
disclose the true source of the contribution with a 
notation that the contribution was earmarked to the 
specific ballot measure or candidate.

(3) A contributor who qualifies as a committee 
pursuant to Section 82013 and who earmarks a 
contribution to a specifically identified ballot measure 
or candidate shall disclose a contribution to the 
committee that received the contribution with a 
notation that the contribution was earmarked to the 
specific ballot measure or candidate. Compliance with 
this paragraph satisfies the contributor’s disclosure 
obligations under this title. The committee receiving 
the earmarked contribution shall disclose the 
contributor with a notation that the contribution was 
earmarked to the specific ballot measure or candidate 
when the contribution is received. The committee 
receiving the funds is solely responsible for disclosing 
the ultimate use of the earmarked contribution, 
whether by contribution or expenditure, at the time the 
funds are used. If the committee receiving the 
earmarked contribution contributes any portion of the 
contribution to another committee to support or 
oppose the specifically identified ballot measure or 
candidate, that committee shall disclose the true 
source of the contribution to the new committee 
receiving the earmarked funds for disclosure on the 
new committee’s campaign report. The new 
committee shall disclose the true source of the 
contribution with a notation that the contribution was 
earmarked to the specific ballot measure or candidate.

(f) A violation of this section shall not be based 
solely on the timing of contributions made or received.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 62. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added by Stats. 
2000, Ch. 102, and approved in Prop. 34 on Nov. 7, 2000.

§ 86103. Lobbyist Certification; 
Requirements.

A lobbyist certification shall include all of the 
following:

(a) A recent photograph of the lobbyist, in a size 
prescribed by the Secretary of State.

(b) The lobbyist’s full name, business address, 
email address, and telephone number.

(c) A statement that the lobbyist has read and 
understands the prohibitions contained in Sections 
86203 and 86205.

(d) A statement regarding the lobbyist’s 
completion of the ethics course described in 
subdivision (b) of Section 8956 as follows:

(1) For a lobbyist who filed a completed lobbyist 

certification in connection with the last regular session 
of the Legislature, either of the following statements:

(A) That the lobbyist has completed the ethics 
course within the previous 12 months.

(B) That the lobbyist will complete the ethics 
course no later than June 30 of the following year, in 
which case the certification shall be accepted on a 
conditional basis.

(2) In the case of a new lobbyist certification, if 
the lobbyist has not completed the course within the 
previous 12 months, the lobbyist certification shall 
include a statement that the lobbyist will complete the 
course within 12 months. The lobbyist certification 
shall be accepted on a conditional basis.

(3) If a lobbyist certification is accepted on a 
conditional basis, the lobbyist shall timely complete 
the ethics course and file a new lobbyist certification 
to replace the conditional lobbyist certification. If the 
lobbyist fails to timely complete the ethics course, the 
conditional lobbyist certification shall be void and the 
individual shall not act as a lobbyist under this title 
until the individual completes the course and files a 
lobbyist certification stating the date of completion. It 
is a violation of this section for any individual to act as 
a lobbyist under this title once that individual’s 
conditional certification is void.

(4) The date and confirmation that an individual 
has completed the ethics course may be transmitted to 
the Secretary of State by the legislative ethics 
committee.

(e) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(f) Registration fees required by Section 86102 
shall be paid online at the time a lobbyist certification 
is submitted for registration to be active.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 31) by 
Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 179. (AB 378) Effective January 1, 2022. 
Conditionally operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86104. Lobbying Firm; Registration 
Requirements.

The registration of a lobbying firm shall include:
(a) The full name, business address, email 

address, and telephone number of the lobbying firm.
(b) A list of the lobbyists who are partners, 

owners, officers, or employees of the lobbying firm.
(c) The lobbyist certification of each lobbyist in 

the lobbying firm.
(d) The following information regarding each 

person with whom the lobbying firm contracts to 
provide lobbying services:

(1) The full name, business address, email 
address, and telephone number of the person.

(2) An authorization electronically confirmed by 
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the person.
(3) The time period of the contract.
(4) Information sufficient to identify the nature 

and interests of the person including:
(A) For an individual, the name and address of the 

person’s employer, if any, or if self-employed the 
person’s principal place of business, and a description 
of the business activity in which the person or the 
person’s employer is engaged.

(B) For a business entity, a description of the 
business activity in which it is engaged.

(C) For an industry, trade, or professional 
association, a description of the industry, trade, or 
profession it represents, including a specific 
description of any part or faction of the industry, trade, 
or profession the association exclusively or primarily 
represents and, if the association has 50 or fewer 
members, the names of the members.

(D) For other persons, a statement of the person’s 
nature and purposes, including a description of any 
industry, trade, profession, or other group with a 
common economic interest that the person principally 
represents or from which its membership or financial 
support is principally derived.

(5) The lobbying interests of the person.
(6) A list of the state agencies whose legislative or 

administrative actions the lobbying firm will attempt 
to influence for the person.

(e) The name and title of a partner, owner, or 
officer of the lobbying firm who is responsible for 
filing statements and reports and keeping records 
required by this chapter on behalf of the lobbying firm, 
and a statement signed by the designated responsible 
person that such person has read and understands the 
prohibitions contained in Sections 86203 and 86205.

(f) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 32) by 
Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 181. (AB 378) Effective January 1, 2022. 
Conditionally operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86107. Registration Statement; Amendment; 
Termination.

(a) If any information in a registration statement 
changes, an appropriate amendment shall be filed 
online or electronically with the Secretary of State 
within 20 days after the change. However, if the 
change includes the name of a person by whom a 
lobbying firm is retained, the registration statement of 
the lobbying firm shall be amended and filed to show 
that change prior to the lobbying firm’s attempting to 
influence any legislative or administrative action on 
behalf of that person. Lobbying firms and lobbyist 

employers that, during a regular session of the 
Legislature, cease all activity that required registration 
shall file a notice of termination within 20 days after 
the cessation. Lobbying firms and lobbyist employers 
that, at the close of a regular session of the Legislature, 
cease all activity that required registration are not 
required to file a notice of termination.

(b) If any information in a lobbyist certification 
changes, or if a lobbyist terminates all activity that 
required the certification, the lobbyist shall submit an 
amended certification or notice of termination to the 
lobbyist’s lobbying firm or lobbyist employer for 
filing with the Secretary of State within the time limits 
specified in subdivision (a). A lobbyist who, at the 
close of a regular session of the Legislature, ceases all 
activity that required certification is not required to file 
a notice of termination.

(c) Lobbyists and lobbying firms are subject to the 
gift limits in Section 86203 for the earlier of six 
months after either of the following:

(1) The filing of a notice of termination.
(2) The close of a regular session of the 

Legislature if the lobbyist or lobbying firm ceased all 
activity that required certification or registration when 
the session closed.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 34) by 
Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 184. (AB 378) Effective January 1, 2022. 
Conditionally operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86108. Registration Statement; Publication.
The Secretary of State shall make all information 

listed on any registration statement and on any 
amendment, renewal, or notice of termination publicly 
available on the Internet as soon as possible after 
receipt.
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 35. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 86109. Directory of Lobbyists, Lobbying 
Firms, and Lobbyist Employers.

Within 140 days after the commencement of each 
regular session of the Legislature, the Secretary of 
State shall publish a directory of registered individual 
lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers. The 
Secretary of State shall publish, from time to time, 
such supplements to the directory as may be necessary.
History: Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 391, Sec. 2. Repealed 
conditionally by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, on date prescribed in Sec. 44 
of Ch. 662.)

§ 86109.5. Directory of Lobbyists, Lobbying 
Firms, and Lobbyist Employers; Online Version.

(a) The Secretary of State shall establish and 
maintain on the Internet an online listing of lobbyists, 
lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers. The Secretary 
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of State shall update the listing as soon as possible 
when new information is received.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
title, the lobbying data made available on the Internet 
shall include the street name and building number of 
the persons or entity representatives listed on all the 
documents submitted to the Secretary of State 
pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 
86100).
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 37. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 86114. Periodic Reports; Lobbying Firms; 
Contents.

(a) Lobbying firms shall file periodic reports 
containing all of the following:

(1) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the lobbying firm.

(2) The full name, business address, and 
telephone number of each person who contracted with 
the lobbying firm for lobbying services, a description 
of the specific lobbying interests of the person, and the 
total payments, including fees and the reimbursement 
of expenses, received from the person for lobbying 
services during the reporting period.

(3) The total amount of payments received for 
lobbying services during the period.

(4) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist in the lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86113.

(5) Each activity expense incurred by the 
lobbying firm including those reimbursed by a person 
who contracts with the lobbying firm for lobbying 
services. A total of all activity expenses of the 
lobbying firm and all of its lobbyists shall be included.

(6) If the lobbying firm subcontracts with another 
lobbying firm for lobbying services:

(A) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the subcontractor.

(B) The name of the person for whom the 
subcontractor was retained to lobby.

(C) The total amount of all payments made to the 
subcontractor.

(7) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, a committee controlled by an 
elected state officer or state candidate, or a committee 
primarily formed to support or oppose those officers 
or candidates. If this contribution is reported by the 
lobbying firm or by a committee sponsored by the 
lobbying firm in a campaign statement filed pursuant 
to Chapter 4 which is required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State, the filer may report only the name 
of the committee and the identification number of the 

committee.
(8) Any other information required by the 

commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(b) In addition to the information required by 
subdivision (a), lobbying firms which qualify pursuant 
to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 82038.5 
shall also report the name and title of each partner, 
owner, officer, and employee of the lobbying firm 
who, on at least five separate occasions during the 
reporting period, engaged in direct communication 
with any elective state official, legislative official, or 
agency official, for the purpose of influencing 
legislative or administrative action on behalf of a 
person who contracts with the lobbying firm for 
lobbying services. This does not include individuals 
whose actions were purely clerical.
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 38. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 86116. Periodic Reports; Employers and 
Others; Contents.

Every person described in Section 86115 shall file 
periodic reports containing the following information:

(a) The name, business address, email address, 
and telephone number of the lobbyist employer or 
other person filing the report.

(b) The total amount of payments to each 
lobbying firm.

(c) The total amount of all payments to lobbyists 
employed by the filer.

(d) The information required by subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 86114. 
A person described in Section 86115 may, in a manner 
authorized by the commission, refer to and incorporate 
by reference the information contained in a report filed 
by the person’s lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86114 to meet the requirement of this subdivision.

(e) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist employed by a lobbyist employer 
pursuant to Section 86113.

(f) Each activity expense of the filer. A total of all 
activity expenses of the filer shall be included.

(g) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, or a committee controlled by 
an elected state officer or state candidate, or a 
committee primarily formed to support or oppose the 
officer or candidate. If this contribution is reported by 
the filer or by a committee sponsored by the filer in a 
campaign report filed pursuant to Chapter 4 which is 
required to be filed with the Secretary of State, the filer 
may report only the name of the committee, and the 
identification number of the committee.



41

(h) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the 
total of all other payments to influence legislative or 
administrative action including overhead expenses and 
all payments to employees who spend more than 10 
percent of their compensated time in any one month in 
activities related to influencing legislative or 
administrative action. Any payment to influence 
legislative or administrative action totaling two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or more to a 
payee during a reporting period that was made in 
connection with an issue lobbying advertisement must 
include the identification number or, if none exists, the 
official title, popular name, or description of any 
legislative or administrative action clearly referred to 
in the issue lobbying advertisement as well as one of 
the following descriptions of the position of the filer 
who paid for the advertisement: “support,” “oppose,” 
“support if amended,” “oppose unless amended,” 
“neutral,” “neutral seeking amendment,” “neutral 
expressing concerns,” “no position,” or similar 
description.

(2) A filer that makes payments to influence a 
ratemaking or quasi-legislative proceeding before the 
Public Utilities Commission, as defined in subdivision 
(b) or (c), respectively, of Section 82002, may, in lieu 
of reporting those payments pursuant to paragraph (1), 
report only the portion of those payments made to or 
for the filer’s attorneys for time spent appearing as 
counsel and preparing to appear as counsel, or to or for 
the filer’s witnesses for time spent testifying and 
preparing to testify, in this type of Public Utilities 
Commission proceeding. This alternative reporting of 
these payments made during a calendar month is not 
required to include payments made to an attorney or 
witness who is an employee of the filer if 10 percent 
or less of the attorney’s or witness’s compensated time 
in that month was spent appearing, testifying, or 
preparing to appear or testify before the Public 
Utilities Commission in a ratemaking or quasi-
legislative proceeding. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, time spent preparing to appear or preparing 
to testify does not include time spent preparing written 
testimony.

(i) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 873, Sec. 2) by 
Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 63. (AB 808) Effective January 1, 2026. 
Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 86118. Periodic Reports; Where to File.
Reports required by Sections 86114 and 86116 shall 
be filed online or electronically with the Secretary of 
State.
History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 40. (SB 1239) 
Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally operative on date 

prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 89502. Honorarium.
(a) An elected state officer, elected officer of a 

local government agency, or other individual specified 
in Section 87200 shall not accept any honorarium.

(b) (1) A candidate for elective state office, for 
judicial office, or for elective office in a local 
government agency shall not accept any honorarium. 
A person shall be deemed a candidate for purposes of 
this subdivision when the person has filed a committee 
registration for election to a state or local office, a 
declaration of intent, or a declaration of candidacy, 
whichever occurs first. A person shall not be deemed 
a candidate for purposes of this subdivision after the 
person is sworn into the elective office, or, if the 
person lost the election, after the person has terminated 
the person’s campaign filing obligations for that office 
pursuant to Section 84214 or after certification of the 
election results, whichever is earlier.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to any person 
who is a candidate as described in paragraph (1) for 
judicial office on or before December 31, 1996.

(c) A member of a state board or commission or 
designated employee of a state or local government 
agency shall not accept an honorarium from any 
source if the member or employee would be required 
to report the receipt of income or gifts from that source 
on the member’s or employee’s statement of economic 
interests.

(d) This section does not apply to a person in the 
person’s capacity as judge. This section does not apply 
to a person in the person’s capacity as a part-time 
member of the governing board of any public 
institution of higher education unless that position is 
an elective office.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 64. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 89503. Gift Limits.
(a) An elected state officer, elected officer of a 

local government agency, or other individual specified 
in Section 87200 shall not accept gifts from any single 
source in any calendar year with a total value of more 
than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).

(b) (1) A candidate for elective state office, for 
judicial office, or for elective office in a local 
government agency shall not accept gifts from any 
single source in any calendar year with a total value of 
more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). A person 
shall be deemed a candidate for purposes of this 
subdivision when the person has filed a committee 
registration for election to a state or local office, a 
declaration of intent, or a declaration of candidacy, 
whichever occurs first. A person shall not be deemed 
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a candidate for purposes of this subdivision after the 
person is sworn into the elective office, or, if the 
person lost the election, after the person has terminated 
the person’s campaign filing obligations for that office 
pursuant to Section 84214 or after certification of the 
election results, whichever is earlier.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to any person 
who is a candidate as described in paragraph (1) for 
judicial office on or before December 31, 1996.

(c) A member of a state board or commission or 
designated employee of a state or local government 
agency shall not accept gifts from any single source in 
any calendar year with a total value of more than two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250) if the member or 
employee would be required to report the receipt of 
income or gifts from that source on the member’s 
statement of economic interests.

(d) This section does not apply to a person in the 
person’s capacity as judge. This section does not apply 
to a person in the person’s capacity as a part-time 
member of the governing board of any public 
institution of higher education unless that position is 
an elective office.

(e) This section does not prohibit or limit the 
following:

(1) Payments, advances, or reimbursements for 
travel and related lodging and subsistence permitted 
by Section 89506.

(2) Wedding gifts and gifts exchanged between 
individuals on birthdays, holidays, and other similar 
occasions, provided that the gifts exchanged are not 
substantially disproportionate in value.

(f) Beginning on January 1, 1993, the commission 
shall adjust the gift limitation in this section on 
January 1 of each odd-numbered year to reflect 
changes in the Consumer Price Index, rounded to the 
nearest ten dollars ($10).

(g) The limitations in this section are in addition 
to the limitations on gifts in Section 86203.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 65. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 89511.5. Use of Personal Funds for 
Incumbent Elected Officers.

(a) An incumbent elected officer may utilize the 
incumbent elected officer’s personal funds for 
expenditures authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 
89510 without first depositing those funds in the 
incumbent elected officer’s controlled committee’s 
campaign bank account, if both of the following 
conditions are met:

(1) The expenditures are not campaign expenses.
(2) The treasurer of the committee is provided 

with a dated receipt and a written description of the 

expenditure.
(b) An incumbent elected officer may be 

reimbursed for expenditures of the incumbent elected 
officer’s personal funds, from either the controlled 
committee campaign bank account established 
pursuant to Section 85201 with respect to election to 
the incumbent term of office, or from a controlled 
committee campaign bank account established 
pursuant to Section 85201 with respect to election to a 
future term of office, if all of the following conditions 
are met:

(1) The expenditures are not campaign expenses.
(2) The incumbent elected officer, prior to 

reimbursement, provides the treasurer of the 
committee with a dated receipt and a written 
description of each expenditure.

(3) Reimbursement is paid within 90 days of the 
expenditure, in the case of a cash expenditure, or 
within 90 days of the end of the billing period in which 
it was included, in the case of an expenditure charged 
to a credit card or charge account.

(c) When the elected officer’s controlled 
committee is notified that expenditures totaling one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more in a fiscal year have 
been made by the incumbent elected officer, the 
committee shall report, pursuant to subdivision (k) of 
Section 84211, the expenditures on the campaign 
report for the period in which the expenditures were 
made and the reimbursements on the campaign report 
for the period in which the reimbursements were 
made.

(d) If reimbursement is not paid within the time 
authorized by this section, the expenditure shall be 
reported on the campaign report as a nonmonetary 
contribution received on the 90th day after the 
expenditure is paid, in the case of a cash expenditure, 
or within 90 days of the end of the billing period in 
which it was included, in the case of an expenditure 
charged to a credit card or charge account.

(e) This section shall not be construed to authorize 
an incumbent elected officer to make expenditures 
from any campaign bank account for expenses other 
than those expenses associated with the incumbent 
elected officer’s election to the specific office for 
which the account was established and expenses 
associated with holding that office.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 66. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 89517.5. Use of Campaign Funds for 
Security Expenses.

(a) (1) For purposes of this section, “security 
expenses” include all of the following:

(A) The reasonable costs of installing and 
monitoring a home or office electronic security for a 
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candidate, elected officer, or the immediate family or 
staff of a candidate or elected officer.

(B) The reasonable costs of providing personal 
security to a candidate, elected officer, or the 
immediate family or staff of a candidate or elected 
officer.

(C) Any other tangible item related to security for 
a candidate, elected officer, or the immediate family or 
staff of a candidate or elected officer.

(2) “Security expenses” do not include either of 
the following:

(A) Payments to the candidate’s or elected 
officer’s spouse, child, parent, grandparent, 
grandchild, brother, sister, parent-in-law, brother-in-
law, sister-in-law, nephew, niece, aunt, uncle, or first 
cousin or the spouse of any such person.

(B) Payments for a firearm.
(b) (1) Notwithstanding Section 89517, campaign 

funds may be used to pay, or reimburse the state, for 
security expenses to protect a candidate, an elected 
officer, or the immediate family or staff of a candidate 
or elected officer, provided that the threat or potential 
threat to safety arises from the candidate’s or elected 
officer’s activities, duties, or status as a candidate or 
elected officer or from staff’s position as staff of the 
candidate or elected officer.

(2) (A) A candidate or elected officer may expend 
campaign funds pursuant to this section without any 
monetary cap until January 1, 2029.

(B) Beginning January 1, 2029, a candidate or 
elected officer may expend up to ten thousand dollars 
($10,000) of campaign funds pursuant to this section 
per calendar year. This limit applies regardless of the 
number of offices the candidate or elected officer 
seeks or holds.

(c) (1) If a committee uses campaign funds to pay, 
or reimburse the state, for the costs of installing a 
home or office electronic security system or for any 
other tangible item related to security, either the 
security system or other item shall be returned to the 
committee or reimbursement for the security system or 
other item shall be made to the campaign fund account 
of the committee that paid for the security system or 
other item, pursuant to the requirements of paragraphs 
(2) and (3).

(2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
return or reimbursement is due within one year of 
when the elected officer leaves the office for which the 
security system or other tangible item related to 
security was purchased or when the candidate is no 
longer a candidate for the office for which the security 
system or other item was purchased, or, if applicable, 
upon sale of the property on which the security system 
is installed, whichever occurs sooner.

(B) If there is a continuing threat to the physical 
safety of the candidate or elected officer, the threat 

arises from the candidate’s or elected officer’s 
activities, duties, or status as a candidate or elected 
officer, and the threat has been reported to and verified 
by an appropriate law enforcement agency, return or 
reimbursement is due within one year of when the 
threat verified by the law enforcement agency ceases, 
or, if applicable, upon sale of the property on which 
the security system is installed, whichever occurs 
sooner.

(3) The amount of the reimbursement shall be the 
fair market value of the security system or other 
tangible item related to security at the time that 
reimbursement is paid or due pursuant to paragraph 
(2), whichever occurs sooner. For a security system 
installed at the home or office of, or for an item 
purchased for, a candidate or elected officer, the 
candidate or elected officer shall pay the 
reimbursement. For a security system installed at the 
home or office of, or for an item purchased for, 
immediate family or staff, either the candidate or 
elected officer, or the immediate family or staff, shall 
pay the reimbursement.

(d) The immediate family or staff of the candidate 
or elected officer shall not be personally liable for 
reimbursement for expenditures for security expenses 
pursuant to this section.

(e) (1) The candidate or elected officer shall report 
an expenditure pursuant to subdivision (b) and a 
reimbursement pursuant to subdivision (c) on the 
candidate’s or elected officer’s campaign report filed 
pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 
84200) of Chapter 4.

(2) With each report described in paragraph (1), 
the candidate or elected officer shall also submit a 
form to the Commission, in a manner prescribed by the 
Commission and signed under penalty of perjury, that 
describes and verifies the threat or potential threat to 
the candidate or elected officer, or to their immediate 
family or staff, that arose from the candidate’s or 
elected officer’s activities, duties, or status as a 
candidate or elected officer and that  

necessitated the expenditure or reimbursement.
(3) As part of the recordkeeping requirements in 

Section 84104, the candidate or elected officer shall 
maintain detailed accounts, records, bills, and receipts 
relating to an expenditure or reimbursement described 
in paragraph (1), including records providing evidence 
of the threat or potential threat to safety that gave rise 
to the need for the expenditure.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 621, Sec. 1.5. (AB 789) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Operative pursuant to Sec. 2 of Stats. 
2025, Ch. 621.

§ 89517.6 Use of Campaign Funds for 
Cybersecurity of Electronic Devices

Notwithstanding Section 89517, campaign funds 



44

may be used to pay for, or reimburse the state for, the 
costs of installing and monitoring hardware, software, 
or services related to the cybersecurity of electronic 
devices of a candidate, elected officer, or campaign 
worker. The candidate or elected officer shall report 
any expenditure of campaign funds made pursuant to 
this section to the commission in the candidate’s or 
elected officer’s campaign reports filed pursuant to 
Article 2 (commencing with Section 84200) of 
Chapter 4 of this title.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 68. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 90001. Mandatory Audits and 
Investigations.

Audits and investigations shall be made pursuant 
to Section 90000 with respect to the reports and 
statements of:

(a) Each lobbying firm and each lobbyist 
employer who employs one or more lobbyists shall be 
subject to an audit on a random basis with these 
lobbying firms or lobbyist employers having a 25-
percent chance of being audited. When a lobbying firm 
or lobbyist employer is audited, the individual 
lobbyists who are employed by the lobbying firm or 
the lobbyist employer shall also be audited.

(b) Each statewide, Supreme Court, court of 
appeal, or Board of Equalization candidate in a direct 
primary or general election for whom it is determined 
that twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) or more in 
contributions have been raised or twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) or more in expenditures 
have been made, whether by the candidate or by a 
committee or committees controlled by the candidate 
or whose participation in the direct primary or general 
election is primarily in support of the candidate’s 
candidacy. Each statewide candidate whose 
contributions and expenditures are less than twenty-
five thousand dollars ($25,000) shall be subject to an 
audit on a random basis of 10 percent of the number of 
such candidates.

(c) Each candidate for the Legislature or superior 
court judge in a direct primary or general election shall 
be subject to audit by random selection if it is 
determined that fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) or 
more in contributions have been received or fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000) or more in expenditures 
have been made, whether by the candidate or by a 
committee or committees controlled by the candidate 
or primarily supporting the candidate’s candidacy. 
Random selection shall be made of 25 percent of the 
Senate districts, 25 percent of the Assembly districts, 
and 25 percent of the judicial offices contested in an 
election year.

(d) Each candidate for the Legislature in a special 

primary or special runoff election for whom it is 
determined that fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) or 
more in contributions have been raised or fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000) or more in expenditures 
have been made, whether by the candidate or by a 
committee or committees controlled by the candidate 
or primarily supporting the candidate’s candidacy.

(e) Each controlled committee of any candidate 
who is being audited pursuant to subdivision (b), (c), 
or (d).

(f) Each committee, other than a committee 
specified in subdivision (c) of Section 82013, 
primarily supporting or opposing a candidate who is 
being audited pursuant to subdivision (b), (c), or (d) if 
it is determined that the committee has expended more 
than ten thousand dollars ($10,000).

(g) Each committee, other than a committee 
specified in subdivision (c) of Section 82013, whose 
participation is primarily in support of or in opposition 
to a state measure or state measures if it is determined 
that the committee has expended more than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) on such measure or 
measures.

(h) Each committee, other than a committee 
defined in subdivision (c) of Section 82013, a 
controlled committee or a committee primarily 
supporting or opposing a state candidate or measure, if 
it is determined that the committee has raised or 
expended more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) 
supporting or opposing state candidates or state 
measures during any calendar year, except that if the 
commission determines from an audit report that a 
committee is in substantial compliance with the 
provisions of the act, the committee thereafter shall be 
subject to an audit on a random basis with each such 
committee having a 25-percent chance of being 
audited.

(i) (1) With respect to local candidates and their 
controlled committees, the commission shall 
promulgate regulations which provide a method of 
selection for these audits.

(2) With respect to candidates for the Board of 
Administration of the Public Employees’ Retirement 
System, the commission shall promulgate regulations 
that provide a method for selection of these audits. The 
Public Employees’ Retirement System shall reimburse 
the commission for all reasonable expenses incurred 
pursuant to this section.

(j) In accordance with subdivisions (a), (b), (c), 
and (h), the Fair Political Practices Commission shall 
select by lot the persons or districts to be audited on a 
random basis. For campaign audits the selection shall 
be made in public after the last date for filing the first 
report following the general or special election for 
which the candidate ran, or following the election at 
which the measure was adopted or defeated. For 
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lobbying firm and lobbyist employer audits, the 
selection shall be made in public in February of odd-
numbered years.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 69. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 90002. Audits and Investigations; Time. 
(a) The scope of audits and investigations under 

Section 90001 is as follows:
(1) Audits and investigations of lobbying firms 

and employers of lobbyists shall be conducted 
biennially covering reports filed during the previous 
two-year period. If a lobbying firm or lobbyist 
employer keeps a separate account for all receipts and 
payments for which reporting is required by this 
chapter, the requirement of an audit under subdivision 
(a) of Section 90001 shall be satisfied by an audit of 
that account and the supporting documentation 
required to be maintained by Section 86110.

(2) For campaign reports of a candidate, 
controlled committee, or committee primarily 
supporting or opposing a candidate, the audit or 
investigation shall cover all campaign reports filed for 
the primary and general election, or a special or runoff 
election, as well as any previous campaign reports 
filed since the last election for that office. The audit or 
investigation shall not include reports previously 
audited under Section 90001 or 90003.

(3) For campaign reports of a committee primarily 
supporting or opposing a measure, the audit or 
investigation shall cover all campaign reports filed by 
the committee in connection with the measure.

(4) For all other committees, the audit or 
investigation shall cover all campaign reports filed 
during the previous two calendar years.

(b) The audit or investigation periods may be 
extended to include any transaction that relates to or is 
connected with the election being audited or 
investigated or the two-year period.

(c) An audit or investigation conducted under 
Section 90001 shall not include campaign reports filed 
in conjunction with an election for any other office.

(d) This section shall not be interpreted to act as a 
limit on the Franchise Tax Board or the Commission 
in undertaking a discretionary audit under Section 
90003.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 70. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278.

§ 90004. Periodic Reports; Public Documents.
(a) The Franchise Tax Board shall periodically 

prepare reports, which, except as otherwise provided 
in this section, shall be sent to the Commission, the 
Secretary of State, and the Attorney General. If the 

reports relate to candidates for or committees 
supporting or opposing candidates for the office of 
Attorney General, the reports shall be sent to the 
Commission, the Secretary of State, and the District 
Attorneys of the Counties of Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, and San Francisco. If the reports relate to 
local candidates and their controlled committees, the 
reports shall be sent to the Commission, the local filing 
officer with whom the candidate or committee is 
required to file the originals of campaign reports 
pursuant to Section 84215, and the district attorney for 
the candidate’s county of domicile.

(b) The Franchise Tax Board shall complete its 
report of any audit conducted on a random basis 
pursuant to Section 90001 within two years after the 
person or entity subject to the audit is selected by the 
Commission to be audited.

(c) The reports of the Franchise Tax Board shall 
be public documents and shall contain in detail the 
Franchise Tax Board’s findings with respect to the 
accuracy and completeness of each report and 
statement reviewed and its findings with respect to any 
report or statement that should have been but was not 
filed. The Secretary of State and the local filing officer 
shall place the audit reports in the appropriate 
campaign report or lobbying files.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 71. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 91010. Campaign Disclosure Violations; 
Request to Civil Prosecutor.

No request to the civil prosecutor pursuant to 
Section 91007 shall be made or filed in connection 
with a report required by Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100) until the time when an audit and 
investigation could be begun under subdivision (c) of 
Section 90002.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 72. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 91011. Statute of Limitations.
(a) A civil action alleging a violation in 

connection with a report required by Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 84100) shall not be filed 
more than four years after an audit could begin as set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Section 90002, as that 
section existed on January 1, 2014, or more than one 
year after the Franchise Tax Board forwards its report 
to the commission, pursuant to Section 90004, of any 
audit conducted of the alleged violator, whichever 
period is less.

(b) A civil action alleging a violation of any 
provisions of this title, other than those described in 
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subdivision (a), shall not be filed more than four years 
after the date the violation occurred.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 73. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.

§ 91013. Late Filing of Statement or Report; 
Fees.

(a) (1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) to (4), 
if any person files an original statement or report after 
any deadline imposed by this act, the person shall, in 
addition to any other penalties or remedies established 
by this act, be liable in the amount of ten dollars ($10) 
per day after the deadline until the statement or report 
is filed, to the officer with whom the statement or 
report is required to be filed.

(2) Liability need not be enforced by the filing 
officer if on an impartial basis the filing officer 
determines that the late filing was not willful and that 
enforcement of the liability will not further the 
purposes of the act, except that liability shall not be 
waived pursuant to this paragraph if a statement or 
report is not filed within 30 days for a statement of 
economic interest, other than a candidate’s statement 
filed pursuant to Section 87201, 5 days for a campaign 
report required to be filed 12 days before an election, 
and 10 days for all other statements or reports, after 
the filing officer has sent specific written notice of the 
filing requirement.

(3) Liability shall not be enforced by the filing 
officer if the person who filed the late statement or 
report was unable to timely file the statement or report 
due to serious illness or hospitalization.

(4) Liability shall not be enforced by the filing 
officer if the person who filed the late statement or 
report completes the political reform education 

program pursuant to Section 83116.7 for that late 
filing violation.

(b) If any person files a copy of a statement or 
report after any deadline imposed by this act, the 
person shall, in addition to any other penalties or 
remedies established by this chapter, be liable in the 
amount of ten dollars ($10) per day, starting 10 days, 
or 5 days in the case of a campaign report required to 
be filed 12 days before an election, after the officer has 
sent specific written notice of the filing requirement 
and until the statement is filed. Liability shall not be 
enforced by the filing officer in either of the following 
circumstances:

(1) The person who filed the late copy of the 
statement or report was unable to timely file the copy 
of the statement or report due to serious illness or 
hospitalization.

(2) The person who filed the late copy of the 
statement or report completes the political reform 
education program pursuant to Section 83116.7 for 
that late filing violation.

(c) The officer shall deposit any funds received 
under this section into the general fund of the 
jurisdiction of which the filing officer is an officer. 
Liability under this section shall not exceed the 
cumulative amount stated in the late statement or 
report, or one hundred dollars ($100), whichever is 
greater.
History: Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 278, Sec. 74. (AB 808) 
Effective January 1, 2026. Conditionally operative pursuant to Sec. 
78 of Stats. 2025, Ch. 278. Note: This section was added on June 4, 
1974, by initiative Prop. 9.
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SENATE BILL 686, CHAPTER 321, 
STATUTES OF 2021.
84109(h)(2) shall become operative on the date the Secretary of State makes the statement 
of members available for filing using the Secretary of State’s online filing and disclosure 

system described in Section 84602.

§ 84109. Limited Liability Company; Member 
Disclosure.

(a) A limited liability company that qualifies as a 
committee pursuant to Section 82013, or qualifies as a 
sponsor of a committee pursuant to Section 82048.7, 
shall file a statement of members with the Secretary of 
State.

(b) The statement of members shall include a list 
of all persons who either:

(1) Have a membership interest in the limited 
liability company equal to or greater than 10 percent 
of the total outstanding membership interests.

(2) Made a cumulative capital contribution of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) or more to the limited 
liability company after it qualified as a committee or 
sponsor of a committee, or within the preceding 12 
months before it qualified.

(c) The statement of members shall include all of 
the following:

(1) The name of the limited liability company and 
the contact information for its responsible officer or 
principal officer.

(2) The name of each member required to be 
identified by subdivision (b).

(3) The dollar amount of the cumulative capital 
contributions made by each member identified in the 
statement of members.

(4) The date of each capital contribution made by 
a member identified pursuant to paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (b).

(5) The percentage ownership interest in the 
limited liability company of each member identified in 
the statement of members.

(d) (1) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph 
(B), a statement of members is due within 10 days of 
the limited liability company qualifying as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee.

(B) A statement of members is due within 24 
hours of the limited liability company qualifying as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee if the limited 
liability company qualifies within 30 days of an 
election and the limited liability company has made a 
contribution to, or an independent expenditure 
supporting or opposing, a candidate or ballot measure 
on the ballot in that election, or made a contribution to 

a committee that made a contribution to, or an 
independent expenditure supporting or opposing, a 
candidate or ballot measure on the ballot in that 
election.

(2) (A) A limited liability company required to 
file a statement of members under subdivision (a) shall 
file an amended statement if it receives a capital 
contribution of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or more 
after qualifying as a committee or sponsor of a 
committee.

(B) (i) Except as provided in clause (ii), a limited 
liability company required to file an amended 
statement of members shall file the amended statement 
within 10 days of receiving the additional capital 
contribution.

(ii) A limited liability company required to file an 
amended statement of members shall file the amended 
statement within 24 hours of receiving the additional 
capital contribution if the limited liability company 
receives the contribution within 90 days of an election 
and the limited liability company has made a 
contribution to, or independent expenditure supporting 
or opposing, a candidate or ballot measure on the 
ballot in that election.

(C) A capital contribution or other payment made 
to a limited liability company that qualified as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee that is 
earmarked, in whole or in part, for political purposes 
shall be deemed a contribution to the committee.

(e) If a member listed on a statement of members 
is a limited liability company, the statement shall list 
all members of that limited liability company who 
would be listed on a statement of members pursuant to 
subdivision (b) if the member limited liability 
company qualified as a committee or sponsor of a 
committee.

(f) Contributions from a member of a limited 
liability company identified in a statement of members 
shall be aggregated with contributions from the limited 
liability company pursuant to Section 82015.5.

(g) (1) A statement of members shall be filed by 
email with the Secretary of State and shall be signed 
by using a secure electronic signature. The Secretary 
of State shall post all statements received pursuant to 
this subdivision on its internet website within five 
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business days, or if the Secretary of State receives the 
statement during the 16 days before the election, 
within 48 hours.

(2) This subdivision shall become inoperative on 
the date the Secretary of State makes the statement of 
members available for filing using the Secretary of 
State’s online filing and disclosure system described 
in Section 84602.

(h) (1) No later than one year after the Secretary 
of State certifies the online filing and disclosure 
system pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 84602, the Secretary of State shall make the 
statement of members available for filing using that 
online filing and disclosure system.

(2) (A) A statement of members shall be filed 
online or electronically with the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall make a statement of 
members filed pursuant to this subdivision available to 
the public in the online filing and disclosure system 

described in Section 84602.
(B) This paragraph shall become operative on the 

date the Secretary of State makes the statement of 
members available for filing using the Secretary of 
State’s online filing and disclosure system described 
in Section 84602.

(i) For purposes of this section, the following 
terms have the following meanings:

(1) “Capital contribution” means money, or the 
fair market value of any other property, contributed to 
a limited liability company in exchange for a 
membership interest in the limited liability company.

(2) “Limited liability company” means an entity 
defined in subdivision (j) or (k) of Section 17701.02 
of the Corporations Code.

(3) “Member” has the same meaning as defined in 
subdivision (p) of Section 17701.02 of the 
Corporations Code.



49

ASSEMBLY BILL 2528, CHAPTER 500, 
STATUTES OF 2022.

Subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 84226 become operative on the January 1st after the 
Secretary of State makes a specified certification.

§ 84226.  Electronic Filing for Elected Local 
Government Officers and Candidates for Elective 
Local Government Office.

(a) This section applies to any elected local 
government officer or candidate for elective local 
government office who meets both of the following 
criteria:

(1) The officer or candidate is required to file a 
statement, report, or other document required by this 
chapter, with their local filing officer or otherwise, but 
whose filing requirements do not include filing with 
the Secretary of State.

(2) The officer or candidate has received 
campaign contributions to support their candidacy for 
office in an upcoming election that equal or exceed 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, and subject 
to paragraph (2) of this subdivision and subdivisions 
(c) and (d), an elected local government officer or 
candidate for elective local government office 
specified in subdivision (a) shall, in addition to filing 
with any other person required by this title, file a copy 
of a statement, report, or other document specified in 
Section 84200, 84200.5, 84203, or 84204 online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State through the 
online filing and disclosure system specified in 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.

(2) An elected local government officer or 

candidate for elective local government office 
specified in subdivision (a) is required to file a copy of 
a statement, report, or other document online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State pursuant to 
paragraph (1) only if the persons specified in 
subdivisions (a) and (e) of Section 84215 are also 
required to file that same category of statement, report, 
or other document online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State.

(c) By the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Legislature in 
compliance with Section 9795 that specifies the 
changes to that system, if any, that are required to 
accommodate filings by local officers and candidates 
pursuant to this section. The report shall include a date 
by which the Secretary of State expects to certify that 
those changes have been made. In preparing this 
report, the Secretary of State shall consult with the Fair 
Political Practices Commission and the Department of 
Technology.

(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall become 
operative on the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies that the changes specified 
in the report described in subdivision (c) have been 
made.
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SENATE BILL 459, CHAPTER 873, 
STATUTES OF 2022.
Sections 1 to 5, inclusive, of SB 459 shall not become operative until one year after the date 

the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and disclosure system pursuant to 
paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 84602 of the Government Code or January 1, 

2023, whichever is later.

§ 86114.  Periodic Reports; Lobbying Firms; 
Contents.

(a) Lobbying firms shall file periodic reports 
containing all of the following:

(1) The full name, business address, email 
address, and telephone number of the lobbying firm.

(2) (A) The full name, business address, and 
telephone number of each person who contracted with 
the lobbying firm for lobbying services, and the total 
payments, including fees and the reimbursement of 
expenses, received from the person for lobbying 
services during the reporting period.

(B) (i) For each lobbyist employer represented by 
the lobbying firm, the report shall indicate each 
legislative or administrative action, with regard to 
which a partner, owner, officer, or employee of the 
lobbying firm engaged in direct communication with 
an elective state official, agency official, or legislative 
official on behalf of the lobbyist employer by that 
lobbying firm for the purpose of influencing 
legislative or administrative action during the 
reporting period, either by reference to its legislative 
or administrative identification number or, if none 
exists, by the official title, popular name, or 
description of the action.

(ii) The report shall not include legislative or 
administrative actions which the lobbying firm is only 
watching, monitoring, or which the lobbying firm has 
not attempted to influence during the reporting period.

(iii) The requirements of this subparagraph do not 
apply to a placement agent, as defined in Section 
82047.3.

(3) The total amount of payments received for 
lobbying services during the period.

(4) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist in the lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86113.

(5) Each activity expense incurred by the 
lobbying firm including those reimbursed by a person 
who contracts with the lobbying firm for lobbying 
services. A total of all activity expenses of the 
lobbying firm and all of its lobbyists shall be included.

(6) If the lobbying firm subcontracts with another 
lobbying firm for lobbying services:

(A) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the subcontractor.

(B) The name of the person for whom the 
subcontractor was retained to lobby.

(C) The total amount of all payments made to the 
subcontractor.

(7) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, a committee controlled by an 
elected state officer or state candidate, or a committee 
primarily formed to support or oppose those officers 
or candidates. If this contribution is reported by the 
lobbying firm or by a committee sponsored by the 
lobbying firm in a campaign statement filed pursuant 
to Chapter 4 which is required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State, the filer may report only the name 
of the committee and the identification number of the 
committee.

(8) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(b) In addition to the information required by 
subdivision (a), lobbying firms which qualify pursuant 
to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 82038.5 
shall also report the name and title of each partner, 
owner, officer, and employee of the lobbying firm 
who, on at least five separate occasions during the 
reporting period, engaged in direct communication 
with any elective state official, legislative official, or 
agency official, for the purpose of influencing 
legislative or administrative action on behalf of a 
person who contracts with the lobbying firm for 
lobbying services. This does not include individuals 
whose actions were purely clerical.

§ 86116. Periodic Reports; Employers and 
Others; Contents.

Every person described in Section 86115 shall file 
periodic reports containing the following information:

(a) The name, business address, email address, 
and telephone number of the lobbyist employer or 
other person filing the report.

(b) The total amount of payments to each 



51

lobbying firm.
(c) The total amount of all payments to lobbyists 

employed by the filer.
(d) The information required by subparagraph (B) 

of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 86114. 
A person described in Section 86115 may, in a manner 
authorized by the commission, refer to and incorporate 
by reference the information contained in a report filed 
by the person’s lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86114 to meet the requirement of this subdivision.

(e) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist employed by a lobbyist employer 
pursuant to Section 86113.

(f) Each activity expense of the filer. A total of all 
activity expenses of the filer shall be included.

(g) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, or a committee controlled by 
an elected state officer or state candidate, or a 
committee primarily formed to support or oppose the 
officer or candidate. If this contribution is reported by 
the filer or by a committee sponsored by the filer in a 
campaign statement filed pursuant to Chapter 4 which 
is required to be filed with the Secretary of State, the 
filer may report only the name of the committee, and 
the identification number of the committee.

(h) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the 
total of all other payments to influence legislative or 
administrative action including overhead expenses and 
all payments to employees who spend more than 10 
percent of their compensated time in any one month in 
activities related to influencing legislative or 
administrative action. Any payment to influence 
legislative or administrative action totaling two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or more to a 
payee during a reporting period that was made in 
connection with an issue lobbying advertisement must 
include the identification number or, if none exists, the 
official title, popular name, or description of any 
legislative or administrative action clearly referred to 
in the issue lobbying advertisement as well as one of 
the following descriptions of the position of the filer 
who paid for the advertisement: “support,” “oppose,” 
“support if amended,” “oppose unless amended,” 
“neutral,” “neutral seeking amendment,” “neutral 
expressing concerns,” “no position,” or similar 
description.

(2) A filer that makes payments to influence a 
ratemaking or quasi-legislative proceeding before the 
Public Utilities Commission, as defined in subdivision 
(b) or (c), respectively, of Section 82002, may, in lieu 
of reporting those payments pursuant to paragraph (1), 
report only the portion of those payments made to or 
for the filer’s attorneys for time spent appearing as 
counsel and preparing to appear as counsel, or to or for 

the filer’s witnesses for time spent testifying and 
preparing to testify, in this type of Public Utilities 
Commission proceeding. This alternative reporting of 
these payments made during a calendar month is not 
required to include payments made to an attorney or 
witness who is an employee of the filer if 10 percent 
or less of the attorney’s or witness’s compensated time 
in that month was spent appearing, testifying, or 
preparing to appear or testify before the Public 
Utilities Commission in a ratemaking or quasi-
legislative proceeding. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, time spent preparing to appear or preparing 
to testify does not include time spent preparing written 
testimony.

(i) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

§ 86117. Periodic Reports; Filing; Time.
(a) Reports required by Sections 86114 and 86116 

shall be filed during the month following each 
calendar quarter. The period covered shall be from the 
first day of January of each new biennial legislative 
session through the last day of the calendar quarter 
prior to the month during which the report is filed, 
except as specified in subdivision (b), and except that 
the period covered shall not include any information 
reported in previous reports filed by the same person. 
When total amounts are required to be reported, totals 
shall be stated both for the period covered by the 
statement and for the entire legislative session to date.
(b) The period covered by the first report a person is 
required to file pursuant to Sections 86114 and 86116 
shall begin with the first day of the calendar quarter in 
which the filer first registered or qualified. On the first 
report a person is required to file, the total amount 
shall be stated for the entire calendar quarter covered 
by the first report.
(c) (1) During the period beginning 60 days before the 
date the Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for the 
interim recess or final recess, a person described in 
Section 86115 shall file a report within 48 hours of 
paying or incurring an enforceable promise to pay five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more to a lobbying firm 
to influence legislative action if the person described 
in Section 86115 did not employ the lobbying firm on 
the day immediately preceding the 60-day period. A 
report filed pursuant to this subdivision shall be made 
publicly available directly by the filer through the 
online filing system described in subdivision (b) of 
Section 84602 or, if the online filing system will not 
accommodate direct filing, the report shall be made 
publicly available by the Secretary of State through 
electronic means within 24 hours of the time the 
Secretary of State receives the filing.
(2) The report filed pursuant to this subdivision shall
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include the following:
(A) The name, business address, and telephone 
number of the lobbying firm or firms the filer has paid, 
or incurred an enforceable promise to pay, five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more for the purposes of 
influencing legislative action for any lobbying firm 
that was not employed by the filer on the day 
immediately preceding the 60th day before the date the 
Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for interim recess 
or final recess.
(B) The identification number or, if none exists, the 
official title, popular name, or description of all 
legislative actions for which the filer has authorized 
the lobbying firm to engage in direct communications 
with legislative officials for the purpose of influencing 
legislative action, and the dollar amount of payments 
or enforceable promises to make payments made or 
incurred by the filer to the lobbying firm as described 
in subparagraph (A) during the 60-day period.

§ 86118. Periodic Reports; Where to File.
(a)  Reports required by Sections 86114 and 

86116 shall be filed online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State.

(b) Any form, registration, or report requiring 
paper filing pursuant to this chapter may be verified by 
the filer with an electronic signature.

§ 86119.  Issue Lobbying Advertisements
(a) (1) “Issue lobbying advertisement” means 

any advertisement as defined in paragraph (2) made 
for purposes of influencing a clearly identified 
legislative or administrative action, including an 
advertisement soliciting or urging a person to 
communicate directly with an elective state official, 
agency official, or legislative official for the primary 
purpose of attempting to influence a clearly identified 
state legislative or administrative action. An issue 
lobbying advertisement does not include a 
communication described in Section 85310, an 
advertisement expressly advocating the election or 
defeat of a candidate or ballot measure, an 
advertisement that qualifies as a contribution or 
independent expenditure, or any communication made 
by a political party or candidate-controlled committee.

(2) For purposes of this section, “advertisement” 
means any general or public communication and does 
not include communications exempted from the 
definition of advertisement in paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 84501.

(3) A legislative or administrative action is clearly 
identified if the communication states a legislative or 
administrative identification number, official title, or 
popular name associated with the action or if the 
communication refers to the subject matter of the 

action and states that the measure is before an elective 
state official, agency official, or legislative official for 
a vote or decision.

(b) (1) An issue lobbying advertisement shall 
clearly and conspicuously identify the person that 
authorized and paid for the advertisement by either of 
the following:

(A) Including the words “Paid for by” or “Ad paid 
for by” followed by the legal name of the person who 
authorized and paid for the advertisement in a manner 
that is easily readable by the average viewer. For video 
advertisements disseminated on television or via the 
internet, the words “Paid for by” or “Ad paid for by” 
shall be followed by the legal name of the person who 
authorized and paid for the advertisement and shall be 
displayed for at least 5 seconds of an advertisement 
that is 30 seconds or less or at least 10 seconds of an 
advertisement that is more than 30 seconds.

(B) Satisfying the requirements of Sections 84504 
to 84504.7, inclusive, for the applicable medium of 
distributing the advertisement.

(2) The requirements of Section 84503 shall not 
apply to issue lobbying advertisements.

(c) (1) A person that pays or makes enforceable 
promises to pay five thousand dollars ($5,000) or more 
during a calendar quarter for issue lobbying 
advertisements shall file a report with the Secretary of 
State within 72 hours. The report shall be filed with 
the Secretary of State by online or electronic 
transmission using the online filing system described 
in subdivision (b) of Section 84602 each time a person 
pays or makes an enforceable promise to pay five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more during the calendar 
quarter.

(2) The report required by this subdivision shall 
include the following information:

(A) The total payments made and enforceable 
promises to pay incurred in connection with each issue 
lobbying advertisement required to be disclosed by 
this subdivision. The cost of an issue lobbying 
advertisement shall include actual costs attributable to 
the advertisement but shall not include the payment of 
compensation for staff time or travel expenses paid by 
an organization to members or staff.

(B) The date that each issue lobbying 
advertisement was or will be first publicly 
disseminated.

(C) The identification number of the legislative or 
administrative action that was the subject of the issue 
lobbying advertisement or, if there is no identification 
number, the official title, popular name, or description 
of the action.

(D) For each legislative or administrative action 
for which there were issue lobbying advertisements, 
the position on the legislative or administrative action 
urged on the lobbying issue advertisement, which may
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include “support,” “oppose,” “support if amended,” 
“oppose unless amended,” “neutral,” “neutral seeking 
amendment,” “neutral expressing concerns,” “no 
position,” or a similar description.

(E) The method of distributing the issue lobbying 
advertisement, including direct mail, text messages, 
television advertisements, radio advertisements, social 
media advertisements, search engine advertisements, 
or other types of online advertisements.

(F) The name of any Member of the Legislature 
or candidate for Member of the Legislature that is 

clearly identified in the issue lobbying advertisement.
(3) Payments for issue lobbying advertisements 

shall be disclosed on reports filed pursuant to Section 
86115 notwithstanding any disclosure pursuant to this 
subdivision.

(d) This section is not intended and shall not be 
construed to expand the meaning of “lobbyist” as 
defined in Section 82039 or “lobbyist employer” as 
defined in Section 82039.5.

(e) This section does not apply to a placement 
agent, as defined in Section 82047.3.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 1029, CHAPTER 85, 
STATUTES OF 2025.

Sections below become operative on January 1, 2027.

§ 82034. Investment.

(a) “Investment” means either of the following:
(1) A financial interest in or security issued by a 

business entity, including, but not limited to, common 
stock, preferred stock, rights, warrants, options, debt 
instruments, and any partnership or other ownership 
interest owned directly, indirectly, or beneficially by 
the public official, or other filer, or that person’s 
immediate family, if the business entity or any parent, 
subsidiary, or otherwise related business entity has an 
interest in real property in the jurisdiction, or does 
business or plans to do business in the jurisdiction, or 
has done business within the jurisdiction at any time 
during the two years prior to the time any statement or 
other action is required under this title.

(2) A direct or indirect interest in a digital 
financial asset, as defined in Section 3102 of the 
Financial Code.

(b) An asset shall not be deemed an investment 
unless its fair market value equals or exceeds two 
thousand dollars ($2,000).

(c) The term “investment” does not include a time 
or demand deposit in a financial institution, shares in 
a credit union, any insurance policy, interest in a 
diversified mutual fund registered with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission under the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 or in a common trust fund 
created pursuant to Section 1585 of the Financial 
Code, interest in a government defined-benefit 
pension plan, or any bond or other debt instrument 
issued by any government or government agency.

(d) Investments of an individual includes a pro 
rata share of investments of any business entity, 
mutual fund, or trust in which the individual or 
immediate family owns, directly, indirectly, or 
beneficially, a 10-percent interest or greater.

(e) The term “parent, subsidiary or otherwise 
related business entity” shall be specifically defined by 
regulations of the commission.

(f) This section shall become operative January 1, 
2027.
History: Repealed (in Sec. 1) and added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 85, Sec. 
2. (AB 1029) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative January 1, 2027, 
by its own provisions.

§ 87206. Disclosure of Investment or Interest 
in Real Property.

(a) If an investment or an interest in real property 
is required to be disclosed under this article, the 
statement shall contain:

(1) A statement of the nature of the investment or 
interest.

(2) For an investment in a business entity, the 
name of the business entity in which each investment 
is held, and a general description of the business 
activity in which the business entity is engaged.

(3) For an investment in a digital financial asset, 
the name of the asset as commonly known to the 
public.

(4) For an investment in real property, the address 
or other precise location of the real property.

(5) A statement whether the fair market value of 
the investment or interest in real property equals or 
exceeds two thousand dollars ($2,000) but does not 
exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000), whether it 
exceeds ten thousand dollars ($10,000) but does not 
exceed one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), 
whether it exceeds one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) but does not exceed one million dollars 
($1,000,000), or whether it exceeds one million dollars 
($1,000,000).

(6) In the case of a statement filed under Sections 
87203 or 87204, if the investment or interest in real 
property was partially or wholly acquired or disposed 
of during the period covered by the statement, the date 
of acquisition or disposal.

(b) For purposes of disclosure under this article, 
“interest in real property” does not include the 
principal residence of the filer or any other property 
which the filer utilizes exclusively as the personal 
residence of the filer.

(c) This section shall become operative January 1, 
2027.
History: Repealed (in Sec. 3) and added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 85, Sec. 
4. (AB 1029) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative January 1, 2027, 
by its own provisions.

§ 87302. Required Provisions.

Each conflict of interest code shall contain the 
following provisions:
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(a) Specific enumeration of the positions within 
the agency, other than those specified in Section 
87200, that involve the making or participation in the 
making of decisions which may foreseeably have a 
material effect on any financial interest and for each 
such enumerated position, the specific types of 
investments, business positions, interests in real 
property, and sources of income which are reportable. 
An investment, business position, interest in real 
property, or source of income shall be made reportable 
by the conflict of interest code if the business entity in 
which the investment or business position is held, the 
digital financial asset, the interest in real property, or 
the income or source of income may foreseeably be 
affected materially by any decision made or 
participated in by the designated employee by virtue 
of the designated employee’s position.

(b) Requirements that each designated employee, 
other than those specified in Section 87200, file 
statements at times and under circumstances described 
in this section, disclosing reportable investments, 
business positions, interests in real property, and 
income. The information disclosed with respect to 
reportable investments, interests in real property, and 
income shall be the same as the information required 
by Sections 87206 and 87207. The first statement filed 
under a conflict of interest code by a designated 
employee shall disclose any reportable investments, 
business positions, interests in real property, and 
income. An initial statement shall be filed by each 
designated employee within 30 days after the effective 
date of the conflict of interest code, disclosing 
investments, business positions, and interests in real 
property held on the effective date of the conflict of 
interest code and income received during the 12 
months before the effective date of the conflict of 
interest code. Thereafter, each new designated 
employee shall file a statement within 30 days after 
assuming office, or, if subject to State Senate 
confirmation, 30 days after being appointed or 
nominated, disclosing investments, business positions, 
and interests in real property held on, and income 
received during the 12 months before, the date of 
assuming office or the date of being appointed or 
nominated, respectively. Each designated employee 
shall file an annual statement, at the time specified in 
the conflict of interest code, disclosing reportable 
investments, business positions, interest in real 
property, and income held or received at any time 
during the previous calendar year or since the date the 
designated employee took office if during the calendar 
year. Every designated employee who leaves office 
shall file, within 30 days of leaving office, a statement 
disclosing reportable investments, business positions, 
interests in real property, and income held or received 
at any time during the period between the closing date 

of the last statement required to be filed and the date 
of leaving office.

(c) Specific provisions setting forth any 
circumstances under which designated employees or 
categories of designated employees must disqualify 
themselves from making, participating in the making, 
or using their official position to influence the making 
of any decision. Disqualification shall be required by 
the conflict of interest code when the designated 
employee has a financial interest as defined in Section 
87103, which it is reasonably foreseeable may be 
affected materially by the decision. A designated 
employee shall not be required to disqualify the 
employee’s own self with respect to any matter that 
could not legally be acted upon or decided without the 
designated employee’s participation.

(d) For any position enumerated pursuant to 
subdivision (a), an individual who resigns the position 
within 12 months following initial appointment or 
within 30 days of the date of a notice mailed by the 
filing officer of the individual’s filing obligation, 
whichever is earlier, is not deemed to assume or leave 
office, provided that during the period between 
appointment and resignation, the individual does not 
make, participate in making, or use the position to 
influence any decision of the agency or receive, or 
become entitled to receive, any form of payment by 
virtue of being appointed to the position. Within 30 
days of the date of a notice mailed by the filing officer, 
the individual shall do both of the following:

(1) File a written resignation with the appointing 
power.

(2) File a written statement with the filing officer 
on a form prescribed by the commission and signed 
under the penalty of perjury stating that the individual, 
during the period between appointment and 
resignation, did not make, participate in the making, or 
use the position to influence any decision of the 
agency or receive, or become entitled to receive, any 
form of payment by virtue of being appointed to the 
position.

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 
2027.
History: Repealed (in Sec. 5) and added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 85, Sec. 
6. (AB 1029) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative January 1, 2027, 
by its own provisions.

§ 87350. Multiagency Filers.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
title, a person required to file more than one assuming 
office statement, statement of economic interests, or 
leaving office statement, due to the filer’s status as a 
designated employee for more than one joint powers 
insurance agency, may elect to file a multiagency 
statement disclosing all investments in entities doing 
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business in the state, investments in digital financial 
assets, interests in real property located within the 
state, and income received during the applicable time 
period, in lieu of filing the disclosure statements for 
each agency.

(b) The filer shall notify the commission of the 
filer’s decision to become a multiagency filer. This 
status shall continue until revoked by the filer.

(c) This section shall become operative January 1, 
2027.
History: Repealed (in Sec. 7) and added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 85, Sec. 
8. (AB 1029) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative January 1, 2027, 
by its own provisions.
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SENATE BILL 42, CHAPTER 245, 
STATUTES OF 2025.

Sections below become effective if approved by the voters at the November 3, 2026, 
statewide general election.

§ 85300. Use of Public Funds for Seeking 
Elective Office.

(a) A public officer shall not expend, and a 
candidate shall not accept, any public funds for the 
purpose of seeking elective office if the funds are 
earmarked by any state or local entity for education, 
transportation, or public safety.

(b) Candidates shall abide by expenditure limits 
and meet strict criteria to qualify for public funds.

(c) Public funds shall not be utilized to pay legal 
defense fees or fines.

(d) (1) A candidate shall not, at any time, use 
public funds to repay a personal loan to their 
campaign.

(2) A candidate who receives public funds for 
their campaign shall not, after their campaign ends, 
use any source of funds to repay a personal loan to 
their campaign.

(e) For purposes of this section, the following 
definitions apply:

(1) “Available candidate funds” means the 
candidate’s expenditure limit or the sum of all 
contributions and public funds received by the 
candidate’s controlled committee for the elective 
office, whichever is less.

(2) “Expenditure limits” means voluntary 
spending limits established by statute, ordinance, or 
charter that qualified, voluntarily participating 
candidates must abide by to receive public funds.

(3) “Independent expenditures against” means the 
sum of any expenditures made or expenses incurred by 
any person or persons for the purpose of making 
independent expenditures in opposition to a specific 
candidate.

(4) “Independent expenditures in support” means 
the sum of any expenditures made or expenses 
incurred by any person or persons for the purpose of 
making independent expenditures in support of a 
specific candidate.

(5) “Net supportive funds” means the sum of 
available candidate funds, plus the independent 
expenditures in support of that candidate, minus the 
independent expenditures against that candidate.

(6) “Public funds” means any moneys provided to 
a candidate by a state or local governmental entity for 

the purpose of seeking elective office.
(7) (A) “Strict criteria” means the requirements 

set by statute, ordinance, or charter that candidates 
must meet to receive public funds. These criteria shall 
require candidates to demonstrate broad-based support 
in their district, such as by requiring candidates to 
receive small-dollar contributions or vouchers from a 
specified number of voting-age residents.

(B) (i) If a statute, ordinance, or charter requires a 
minimum number of individuals making small-dollar 
contributions pursuant to subparagraph (A), the largest 
contribution the statute, ordinance, or charter may 
require for a contributor to be counted is ten dollars 
($10).

(ii) For purposes of this subparagraph, a statute, 
ordinance, or charter may allow a contribution larger 
than the small-dollar contribution amount required 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) to be counted as a 
contribution equal to the small-dollar contribution 
amount required pursuant to subparagraph (A).

(C) “Strict criteria” shall not include requirements 
that candidates receive a specified number of 
signatures or raise a specified total dollar amount of 
more than ten dollars ($10) per contributor.

(f) (1) A statute, ordinance, or charter may 
increase the expenditure limits for each qualified, 
voluntarily participating candidate.

(2) An increased limit pursuant to this subdivision 
shall not exceed an amount equal to the highest dollar 
amount of net supportive funds of any other candidate 
for the same office, plus the dollar amount of 
independent expenditures against the qualified, 
voluntarily participating candidate, minus the dollar 
amount of independent expenditures in support of the 
qualified, voluntarily participating candidate.

(g) Public funding statutes, charters, ordinances, 
and resolutions shall not discriminate based on party 
or according to whether a candidate is a challenger or 
an incumbent.

(h) The Commission is not responsible for the 
administration or enforcement of a system of public 
funding of candidates established by a local 
governmental agency.

(i) Subdivisions (e), (f), and (h) of this section 
may be amended by statute pursuant to subdivision (a) 
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of Section 81012. The remaining subdivisions of this 
section may be amended only by a statute that 
complies with subdivision (b) of Section 81012.

§ 85320. Foreign Entities.
(a) A foreign government, foreign principal, or 

foreign national shall not make, directly or through 
any other person, a contribution, expenditure, or 
independent expenditure in connection with the 
qualification or support of, or opposition to, any state 
or local ballot measure or in connection with the 
election of a candidate to state or local office.

(b) A person or a committee shall not solicit or 
accept a contribution from a foreign government, 
foreign principal, or foreign national in connection 
with the qualification or support of, or opposition to, 
any state or local ballot measure or in connection with 
the election of a candidate to state or local office.

(c) For the purposes of this section, the following 
terms have the following meanings:

(1) (A) “Foreign national” means a person who is 
not a citizen of the United States and who is not a 
lawfully admitted permanent resident.

(B) “Foreign national” does not include a person 
who has been granted deferred action, and whose 
deferred action has not expired, under the federal 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program, as described in guidelines issued by the 
United States Department of Homeland Security.

(2) “Foreign principal” includes any of the 
following:

(A) A foreign political party.
(B) A person outside the United States, unless 

either of the following is established:
(i) The person is an individual and a citizen of the 

United States.
(ii) The person is not an individual and is 

organized under or created by the laws of the United 
States or of any state or other place subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and has its principal 
place of business within the United States.

(C) A partnership, association, corporation, 
organization, or other combination of persons 
organized under the laws of or having its principal 
place of business in a foreign country.

(D) A domestic subsidiary of a foreign 
corporation if the decision to contribute or expend 
funds is made by an officer, director, or management 
employee of the foreign corporation who is neither a 
citizen of the United States nor a lawfully admitted 
permanent resident of the United States.

(d) This section shall not prohibit a contribution, 
expenditure, or independent expenditure made by a 
lawfully admitted permanent resident.

(e) (1) Any person who violates this section shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(2) In addition to other penalties, a person who 
violates this section shall be fined an amount at least 
equal to the amount contributed or expended, but not 
exceeding an amount equal to three times the amount 
contributed or expended.
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