Fair Political Practices Commission

Campaign Basics Fast Facts
For candidates spending $2,000 or more

Campaign Rules Webpage

For resources noted below and answers to campaign-related questions throughout your campaign, view the Campaign
Rules webpage.

Two Important Rules to Remember

1. Candidates MUST file Form 501 before soliciting or accepting contributions.

2. Candidates MUST deposit funds into the campaign bank account before spending money on the campaign.
Candidates may not spend money out of pocket for campaign expenses.

Forms to Start

e Form 501 — Candidate Intention Statement
o Form 410 — Statement of Organization (No bank account yet? Enter “Pending” where asked.)
o Form 700 — Statement of Economic Interests (See your elections official for filing date.)

ID Number

1. Send completed Form 410 to CA Secretary of State (SOS) and a copy to your local filing official.

2. SOS issues the committee ID number and posts it to their website, usually within 1-2 business days after
receiving your completed Form 410.

To find your committee ID number, go to cal-access.sos.ca.gov.

4. Enter your committee name in the search bar at top left of the screen.

a. If your committee ID number is not available, SOS may not have posted it yet. Or, the Form 410 may be
incorrect, and SOS will send you a notice via USPS.

b. To find the status of your ID number, please contact the SOS at (916) 653-6224.
Filing Schedules and Deadlines

To determine what campaign reports are due, and when they’re due, view the appropriate filing schedule.
Most Common Campaign Reports

e Form 460 — Recipient Committee Campaign Statement
e Form 497 — 24-hour/10-day Contribution Report
Campaign Disclosure Manuals

e Manual 1 — State Candidates
e Manual 2 — Local Candidates and Judges

Training Resources and Opportunities

e Candidate/Treasurer Video
o Printable Slides

For more information on available FPPC training resources, view the Training and Outreach webpage.

This fact sheet provides guidance and a general overview of the rules for campaigns, but it does not replace any requirements under the Political Reform
Act or Fair Political Practices Commission Requlations. Information here should be used in conjunction with a careful review of the applicable laws.

www.fppc.ca.gov
FPPC Advice: advice@fppc.ca.gov 1.866.275.3772
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https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/the-political-reform-act/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/the-political-reform-act/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/the-law/fppc-regulations/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/501.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/410.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/form-700/
https://cal-access.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/when-and-where-to-file-campaign-statements/state-and-local-filing-schedules/
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/460.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/forms/campaign/497.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/manuals/campaign/manual_1/Manual_1_Final.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/manuals/campaign/manual_2/Manual_2_Final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLXfEGpyExw
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/siteassets/documents/tad/training_outreach/candidate_committees/candidates_treasurers_slides_final.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/training-and-outreach/
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