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California Contributi on Limits
Fast Facts

Candidates seeking a state offi  ce and committ ees that make contributi ons to state candidates are subject to 
contributi on limits from a single source.  Contributi ons from affi  liated enti ti es are aggregated for purposes of the 
limits. (Regulati on 18215.1.)  The chart below shows the current limits per contributor and type of offi  ce sought.  The 
primary, general, special, and special run-off  electi ons are considered separate electi ons.

Contributor Legislature/CalPERS Statewide Except Governor Governor

Person $3,900 $6,500 $25,900

Small Contributor 
Committ ee

$7,800 $12,900 $25,900

Politi cal Party No Limit No Limit No Limit

Per-electi on Limits on Contributi ons to State Candidates
(For electi ons held on or aft er January 1, 2009)

Contributor
Committ ee (Not Politi cal 
Party) that Contributes to 

State Candidates

Politi cal Party for State 
Candidates

Small Contributor 
Committ ee

Committ ee/Politi cal 
Party Not for State 

Candidates

Person $6,500 $32,400 $200 No Limit*

Calendar Year Limits on Contributi ons to Other State Committ ees
(2009 and 2010)

*State committ ees (including politi cal parti es) may receive contributi ons in excess of the limits identi fi ed above as 
long as the contributi ons are NOT used for state candidate contributi ons.  (Regulati on 18534.)
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Contributor Legislature/CalPERS Statewide Except Governor Governor

Any Source
Person, Small Contributor 

Committ ee or Politi cal Party

$3,200 $5,400 $21,500

Legislature/CalPERS Statewide Except Governor Governor

Aggregate From all Sources $53,800 $107,500 $215,000

Calendar Year Limits on Contributi ons to State Offi  ceholder Committ ees
Elected state offi  ceholders may set up offi  ceholder accounts subject to contributi on limits specifi ed below.
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Legal Defense Funds
Contributi ons raised for a legal defense fund are 
not subject to contributi on limits or the voluntary 
expenditure ceiling.  However, a candidate or 
offi  ceholder may raise, in total, no more than is 
reasonably necessary to cover att orney’s fees and other 
legal costs related to the proceeding for which the fund 
is created.  (Secti on 85304; Regulati on 18530.4.)

Recall Electi ons
A state offi  ceholder who is the subject of a recall 
may set up a separate committ ee to oppose the 
qualifi cati on of the recall measure and, if the recall 
peti ti on qualifi es, the recall electi on.  Neither 
contributi on limits nor voluntary expenditure ceilings 
apply to the committ ee to oppose the recall that is 
controlled by the offi  ceholder who is the target of 
the recall att empt.  Candidates running to replace an 
offi  ceholder who is the target of a recall are subject 
to the contributi on limits and the expenditure limits 
applicable to the electi on for that offi  ce.  (Secti on 85315; 
Regulati on 18531.5.)

Ballot Measure Committ ees
Contributi ons to ballot measure committ ees controlled 
by a candidate for electi ve state offi  ce are not limited.  
For additi onal informati on, see Contributi ons from 
State Candidates and Offi  ceholders.

Contributi ons from State Candidates and Offi  ceholders
A state candidate or state offi  ceholder may not 
contribute more than $3,900 to a committ ee controlled 
by another state candidate or state offi  ceholder 
(including a state or local electi on committ ee, legal 
defense fund, offi  ceholder account, recall committ ee, 
or ballot measure committ ee).  This limit applies on 
a per electi on basis and includes, in the aggregate, 
contributi ons made from the candidate’s or 
offi  ceholder’s personal funds and from campaign funds.  
(Secti on 85305; Regulati on 18535.)

Communicati ons Identi fying State Candidates
Any committ ee that makes a payment or a promise of 
payment totaling $50,000 or more for a communicati on 
that:
1. Clearly identi fi es a state candidate; but
2. Does not expressly advocate the electi on or defeat 

of the candidate; and
3. Is disseminated, broadcast, or otherwise published 

within 45 days of an electi on, may not receive a 
contributi on from any single source of more than 
$32,400 in a calendar year if the communicati on 
is made at the behest of the candidate featured in 
the communicati on.  (Secti on 85310.)

Contributi ons from State Lobbyists
A state lobbyist may not contribute to a state 
offi  ceholder’s or candidate’s committ ee if the lobbyist 
is registered to lobby the agency of the elected offi  cer 
or the agency to which the candidate is seeking 
electi on.  The lobbyist also may not contribute to a 
local committ ee controlled by any such state candidate. 
(Secti on  85702; Regulati on 18572.)

Contributi on Limits for Local Candidates and 
Committ ees
Check with the perti nent local jurisdicti on for 
informati on regarding limits imposed by a local 
campaign ordinance. 
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Expenditure Ceilings
Using the formula specifi ed in Regulati on 18544, the Commission has established the following voluntary expenditure 
ceilings for electi ons held on or aft er January 1, 2009:

Offi  ce Primary/Special Electi on General/Special Runoff  Electi on

Assembly $518,000 $906,000

Senate $777,000 $1,165,000

Governor $7,768,000 $12,946,000

Lt. Governor, Att orney General, 
Insurance Commissioner, Controller, 
Secretary of State, Supt. of Public 
Instructi on, Treasurer

$5,178,000 $7,768,000

Board of Equalizati on $1,295,000 $1,942,000

Voluntary Expenditure Ceilings for Candidates for Electi ve State Offi  ces
(For electi ons held on or aft er January 1, 2009 - Does not apply to CalPERS Candidates, Secti on 85400(a))
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